
 

 

SESSIONS ACTION TEAM 
Minutes for May 3, 2019, 10 a.m. 

 
In attendance:  Carol Zaagsma, Marianne Ozanne, Barb Brower, Karla Hovde, Gail Johnson, Rachael Warner, 
Erica Koser, Janet Beard, Laura Miles, Bishop Bruce Ough; Cindy Gregorson, Christa Meland and via Blue Jeans: 
Michelle Behsman, Dave Nuckols 
 

1. Devotions:  Carol read excerpts and paraphrased sections of “Who Moved My Cheese” and “Praying in our 

Goodbyes”. 

 

2. 2019 Annual Conference Session Prep  (Dare to Reach: Love Boldly, June 18-20) 

 

a. Goals. Cindy reviewed the goals she has been considering and asked for feedback. Discussion revolved 

around: the various definitions people hold around the idea of being ‘welcoming’; the importance of 

balancing the seriousness of the work with some playfulness – making sure the playfulness does not 

dismiss the pain and/or importance of the issues;  reminder that not everyone comes to AC with the 

same level of knowledge and understanding of the issues; that the percentage of approval for the 

‘Vision’ legislation is an internal goal, and the idea will be to prepare and plan to work toward that as 

much as possible – that it’s not so much about whether the legislation will pass, but HOW it will pass, 

and what will the conversations and resulting feelings be like. Following discussion, Cindy mentioned 

that she is trusting the Holy Spirit to guide us to God’s new plan for MAC.   

b. Legislation. Janet distributed copies of the legislation, which Cindy then reviewed. After some 

discussion, the Consent Calendar was approved as presented.  

c. Detailed Schedule Review w/ particular attention to Wednesday 

i. Cindy reviewed the schedule for Wednesday, including the procedure (Respectful Conversation 

and Holy Conferencing) which will be used for the Moving Forward legislation item. There was 

lengthy discussion about the details. Highlights to note include:  

1. Janet and Cindy will research the procedure used for Holy Conferencing in 2011, and use 

similar guidelines. It was agreed that an appropriate time allotment would be 45 

minutes for Holy Conferencing. 

2. The question on the written ballot following this will be descriptive regarding the intent 

of the legislation – that it is a vision for the future, rather than a complete and final plan.  

3. It was agreed to offer a single open space (rather than separate rooms) for people to 

gather, eat and continue the holy conversation following the formal session. 

4. The band will provide music at the start of the evening plenary, and the result of the 

written ballot will be announced first. An adjustment was made to the evening plenary 

schedule and legislation items will be presented as follows: 1 Campus Ministry, 2 three 

General Conference petitions, 3 (if time) Statement Regarding the Traditional Plan. 

ii. Pre-Conference Events. There are a few which will occur Tuesday morning before AC convenes.  



iii. Orientation. Scheduled for 11:00-12:00 Tuesday morning, and Carol and Marianne are working 

on content that will be most helpful to first-timers this year. 

iv. Laity/Clergy Sessions. Dave is planning that an hour or more of the laity session will be devoted 

to information regarding GC2019 – results, implications, etc. 

 

d. Communications. Christa asked for some clarification concerning banners, which was provided. 

e. Balloting. MAC is allowed two (1 lay, 1 clergy) General Conference delegates and 4 (2 lay, 2 clergy) 

Jurisdictional delegates. It was agreed that eight (4 lay, 4 clergy) reserve delegates will also be elected. 

The first delegate ballot will occur in Laity/Clergy sessions. Janet will compile a list of eligible clergy to 

provide at the clergy session. Times for additional balloting will be inserted into the final schedule. 

f. Worship – Each worship has a theme: Global, Jazz, Gospel, Jukebox, Traditional, and there will be a 

house band providing music throughout. Instead of an altar in the center of the room, there will be a 

well. At the beginning, DS’s will bring water from each of the districts to fill the well. There will be 

benches around the well, and throughout conference folks will be invited to “Come to the Well,” to have 

conversations, to gather, etc.  The Love Offering will be brought here, etc. 

g. Budget Review. Gail will work on this with individuals outside of the meeting. 

h. Cindy noted that COSROW had offered a suggestion that folks could wear buttons with identifying 

pronouns. It was decided that this might be a good idea for a future AC, not this year. 

 

3. Joint MN/Dak Conference 2020 Update (June 10-12, 2020, in Sioux Falls, SD) (Theme: Heal…Be the Light: Live 

Hope!) The schedule is the same as was reported last month. Some logistics are being negotiated. Clergy Session 

will be held in Minnesota on May 28. 

 

4. 2018-19 Sessions Action Team meeting schedule (at 122 W Franklin) 

a. Re-cap Thursday, July 25, 2019; 10-noon 

b. Possible 2019-2020 meeting dates: 

i. Monday, September 23 (1-3) OR Wed. afternoon, September 11 in Sioux Falls – TBD 

ii. Tuesday, November 19, 2019 (10-12) 

iii. Friday, February 7, 2020 (10-12) 

iv. Thursday, April 23, 2020 (10-12) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Beard, Conference Secretary & Registrar 
 


