
Minutes Church and Society 

Jan. 11, 2021 

 

Attendees: Gail Chalbi, Linda Gesling, Lyndy Zabel, Shirley Durr, Jerad Morey 

 

1. Opening Devotion 

Gail read the poem “Through Us” by Thom M. Shuman 

 

2. Review Nov. Minutes 

approved as corrected 

 

3. Peace with Justice Grant Application from Coon Rapids UMC for Matthew 25-- Not approved 

 

Our purpose is more to fund changes, not charity. 

Can put out, does anyone have a freezer they can donate. Advertise on the Conference Bulletin Board. 

This does not alleviate the justice issue underlying hunger. 

 

4. Racial Justice Grants 

 

At this point we have 9 churches who have applied for and received grants. Please continue to contact 

churches to participate. 

 

Epworth is having an outside facilitator. Minnesota Peacebuilding Leadership Group. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/racial-justice-book-club-tickets-133362810757 

Event link on Peacemaking group. Flyer on Next Door. Involving the community. 

8 discussion sessions. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/racial-justice-book-club-tickets-133362810757 

 

Lake Harriet Zoom 

Jan. 10, 17, 24 

 

Ben Garvin - Kare11 photojournalist who was embedded with the crowds during the uprising in 

Minneapolis 

Craig Freeman - from Beacon Interfaith Housing to help us continue to understand and work on the 

issues of systemic racism and housing 

Sondra Samuels - from Northside Achievement Zone.  She will be speaking to do children in poverty 

and education, especially as it relates to the pandemic 

 

$ left over from books? Can save for step 3 

 

Continue contacting churches 

 

 

5. Recent events 

Below are random thoughts about what we can do. At the end of this section is an action item that you 

can participate in. 

Put out some resources about faith and events. 

Write something about the issue. Send to Christa. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/racial-justice-book-club-tickets-133362810757


 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-condemns-attacks-on-u-s-

capitol-in-dc 

 

https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/church-and-society-calls-for-a-peaceful-transition-of-

power-1215 

 

Recommend not violence, but employ the GBCS toolkit for civic engagement: 

https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/creating-change-together-801 

 

All of us write something and merge it. 

 

We would like to send out a statement from the conference Church and Society team about the recent 

events in Washington, DC, (insusrrection at the Capitol) including resources for churches. Send your 

contribution to the team and we will mesh them together for one statement. 

 

 

Next meeting: March 1 

https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/church-and-society-calls-for-a-peaceful-transition-of-power-1215
https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/church-and-society-calls-for-a-peaceful-transition-of-power-1215

