
Greetings UMW Sisters!

I hope you all enjoyed the holidays and 
have had a chance to recover from the 
busyness of the season. I am looking 
forward to spending time with you at 
many exciting events in 2018.

If you are planning to attend Assembly 
please get registered and contact me if 
you want a hotel room in the Minnesota 
Conference block and if you would like to take 
the bus. We currently have 43 seats to fill on the 
second bus. If we do not get more requests by April 1 
we will need to cancel the second bus and find an 
alternative transportation for the seven who are currently 
requesting the bus. Always check the website for the 
most current information: www.mnconfumw.com

I recently had the opportunity to spend a few days in 
Los Angeles. I attended an international modeling and 
talent competition with five amazing young people from 
Caryn International, the coaching center where I am the 
Director of Operations. It was a joy to watch them grow 
over the six months of preparing for the event. They 
were given many awards and opportunities. But I am 
also keenly aware that many young people the same 
age as these are not so fortunate. They are being kicked 
out of their homes to live on the street—they are 
hopeless and using drugs and alcohol to ease the 

pain—they are being trafficked at 
appalling rates. 

I attended the trafficking event 
sponsored by the National 

UMW. This is the tenth year an 
event has been held in the 
Super Bowl city on the Saturday 
of the weekend prior to the big 

game. It was very 
informative and 

heart wrenching at 
the same time. I 
urge each of you to learn more about this 
topic and then go out and share the 

information with someone. One of the 
speakers, Minnesota State Representative 

Rena Moran, shared her story of 
homelessness. She gave me hope that if we 

work together we can make significant change. 
Cindy Saufferer, UMW National Director, gave the 
meditation and she reminded each of us that we are 
not “just a woman,” each of us is “a just woman.” 
Switching the position of “just” in the statement makes 
a big difference! May each of us be a “just woman” as 
we work toward justice for all.

I want to thank all of you for your continued support for 
women, children, and youth around the world and in 
our own neighborhoods. I would love to see our 
mission grow even stronger with more women involved. 
I encourage each of you to personally invite a woman 
to be a part of this organization. Invite a friend to attend 
Assembly or Mission u with you. Or talk to a new 
woman at church and invite her to join your circle or 
ask her for help on a special project. We are the hands 
and feet of Christ in this world that also desperately 
needs our love!

  With love, 
   Sandy Meyer

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Meet Your New Conference Officers 
Each year, we welcome new women to the Minnesota Conference United Methodist Women’s leadership team who bring a 
wide array of skills, experience, and passion to our mission. Here, we introduce you to our newest members team members!

SHIRLEY DURR—Committee on Nominations Class of 2021
I have been a member of Epworth United Methodist Church since moving to Minnesota 
in 1991. Because of my work as an English teacher, I could only participate in UMW 
activities with my local unit sporadically until I retired last June. Still, I’ve always been 
attracted to the deep dedication the women in UMW give to social justice and service 
to others. I was surprised into saying “yes” when Faye Christiansen asked me to serve 
on the Conference UMW’s Committee on Nominations she chairs. When Faye suffered 
a painful fall last fall, she asked me to take her place at the National Leadership 
Development Days in St. Louis as part of Minnesota’s Commission on a Way Forward 
team. I was honored to work with fellow team members Cindy Saufferer and Linda 
Kotschevar as we planned and facilitated a training for the Minnesota UMW executive 
team about how to conduct conversations about A Way Forward. My avocations are 
reading and writing. 

LINDA BRINSTER—Mission Coordinator: Education & Interpretation
It’s an honor and privilege to serve as Minnesota’s Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator. As a longtime resident of the state, 18 years in St. Paul and 17 years in 
rural Frazee, I’ve held a number of positions within United Methodist Women on the 
local and district levels. As your Conference Education & Interpretation Coordinator I 
plan to explore with you all the different aspects of UMW’s global mission work. On 
the personal side, my husband, Larry, and I have one adult son, a daughter-in-law, 
and two busy grandchildren. I enjoy walking, reading, sewing, and quilting. If I had to 
explain the underlying basis of my faith, I would have to say it is my absolute confidence 
in God’s grace.

LINDA KOTSCHEVAR—Mission Coordinator: Social Action
I am so excited to be your new Social Action Mission Coordinator! Last fall I attended 
Leadership Development Days in St. Louis and feel ready to take on my latest 
leadership role. I have served on the Big Waters District team for 10 years--the last 
four as president and am also the president of my local unit. Besides UMW, League 
of Women Voters is my other passion. I am currently serving as the Action Team 
Leader which is quite similar to my new UMW position! My husband and I live in Waite 
Park and attend First United Methodist Church of the St. Cloud Region. We have two 
sons and two grandkids, are retired, and love to travel on our motorcycle! 
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Program Corner
Kim Harris, Conference Vice President & Program Coordinator

important topics: 
maternal health 
and social justice. Annual 
Gathering is a time when we provide 
an update on district giving, elect and install the 
2019 conference UMW leadership team, and 
conduct other business.   

Save the Date II: Our UMW Leadership 
Development Retreat is October 27-28 at the 
Kelly Inn in St Cloud. Our keynote speaker will be 
Emily Marshall from National UMW. Our 
Leadership Development Retreat provides 

district and conference officers 
with a great opportunity for 
learning more about their roles, 
meeting others in similar roles, 
and discerning ways we can put 
our Faith, Hope, and Love into 
Action.

The Leadership Development Retreat 
provides district and conference 
officers with training, mission 
learning, fellowship, and fun.

Wow, time flies when you are having fun! The 
January program meeting was a buzz with this 
year’s planning. The first exciting thing is Assembly 
May 18-20, 2018 in Columbus, Ohio. 

This year’s 
Assembly is 

pa r t i cu l a r l y 
momentous as 

it marks both 
the official 

celebration of 
United Methodist Women’s 150th anniversary 
and a return to the location of 
the first Assembly in 1942. St. 
Louis was the original site for 
that first Assembly, but the 
women moved their meeting to 
Columbus because St. Louis 
hotels were racially segregated 
and many would not serve black 
women. UMW BOLDLY united 
and switched to a location where 
ALL women could meet, 
worship, and stay together. 

There is still room on the MN Conference 
UMW bus so register for Assembly 2018 at: 
https://umwassembly.org/ and contact Sandy 
Meyer for a seat: presmnumw@gmail.com or 
(952) 270-1157.

Save the Date I: Mark your calendars for 
Annual Gathering, October 6 at Resurrection 
UMC in Hastings. While our theme and our 
keynote are still being ironed out, we’ll have 
information to share with you about two 



UMW In Action
Local Unit Projects  
Great ideas are meant to be shared! Thanks to everyone 
who submitted a project from their local United 
Methodist Women groups. You are points of light and 
inspiration! And your examples illustrate how we are 
called to be the hands and feet of Christ. 

Peace UMC, Pipestone 
By Cheri Jacobson

SOUTHERN PRAIRIE DISTRICT

UMW members from Peace 
United Methodist Church in 
Pipestone participated in 
several mission projects 
last year, including sewing 
70 flannel diapers, preparing 
birthing kits, sewing kits, 
and hygiene kits, and 
collecting school supplies 
for back packs, all of which 
were delivered to the 
Southern Prairie District Fall 
Gathering. With support 
from our congregation we 

also recently filled eight cleaning buckets that were 
transported to Texas. In early December we hosted a 
successful Holiday Craft and Bake Sale at a local bank 
that raised funds for church improvements and for 
future UMW mission projects. We look forward to 
supporting our mission projects in 2018! 

Eight cleaning buckets were filled by the congregation at 
Peace UMC in Pipestone.

Alexandria UMC   
By Sue Helgeson

NORTH STAR DISTRICT

We create Joy Bears that are stuffed and sewn and 
then given to children or anyone who is feeling a sense 

of loss of some kind. We have handed them out at 
funerals, include them in care packages for youth in our 
community, and set some out in a basket in our 
gathering area. Our annual rummage sale goes toward 
fulfilling our pledge to missions locally, nationally, and 
around the world. The community really looks forward 
to our sales. We do a May Day salad luncheon and also 
added an Advent Tea to our activities last year. It was a 
beautiful time of fellowship and we had a flute choir play 
for us.

Each of the Joy 
Bears bear a tag 
saying: This little 
bear was lovingly 
made and has spent 
time in the midst of 
our congregation. It 
has been surrounded 
by the love so freely 

shared by our community of faith and comes to offer you 
comfort and peace and joy. Many blessings, the Alexandria 
United Methodist Church.

Sauk Centre UMC  
By Bonnie Nelson

NORTH STAR DISTRICT

Last February, we made Valentines for residents in all 
three of our area assisted living buildings and hand 
delivered them. They were very much appreciated. It 
was fun to see the smiles when they were delivered.   

Making 
Valentines for area senior residents. 
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Milaca UMC 
By Tilly Bergstrom

BIG WATERS DISTRICT

Our unit has been doing a High Tea in May for several 
years. It is open to the community. We serve cucumber 
sandwiches, chicken puffs, deviled eggs, tea 
sandwiches, lemon, currant, and strawberry scones, a 
fresh fruit platter, strawberry jam, lemon curd, fruit fluff, 
shortbread cookies, lemon bars, assorted cookies, 
mini-pies, coffee, and tea. We ask for free-will donations.

Proceeds from 
Milaca UMW’s High 

Tea support local 
charities and the 

Milaca High School 
Scholarship Fund. 

 

Zion UMC, Sargeant  
By Rena Perrigo

RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT

In May, we purchased items to fill Welcome Baskets for 
Emma Norton residents. We were challenged by a 
young lady in our church when she wanted to do a 
basket! Nicole Jax filled four baskets! Our congregation 
helped fill five more. A total of 10 baskets were delivered 
to Evangel UMC in Rochester. What a wonderful way to 
celebrate Emma Norton’s 100 years of service.  

Members of the Zion UMC congregation assembled 10 
welcome baskets for Emma Norton residents. 

Willmar UMC 
By Judy Boll

SOUTHERN PRAIRIE

In October (2018), the Willmar UMC will invite the 
community to attend our 45th Fall Bazaar. It’s known as 
one of the best in the Willmar area. We have talented 
women who come together every Tuesday morning, 
starting in January, to attend the Bazaar Workshop. We 
have our own room with two long tables; one is for 
sewers and one for crafters. Coffee and treats are 
always available. Anyone in our church is invited to 
come for great fellowship and bonding. Even though 
this is a UMW project, we need all of our church 
members to help when it comes to the week of the 
bazaar. Not only do we sell handmade items, but we 
have pastries, jams, jellies, candies, garden produce, 
morning coffee with rolls, and a noon meal with three 
entrees available for our guests. Everyone is given a 
packet of handmade Christmas cards as a thank you 
for coming to the event. This is the most successful 
fundraiser in our church. We use the profits for 
conference missions, missions in our own church and 
community, youth activities, supplies for our kitchen, 
funding our “hanging of the green,” purchasing flowers 
for planting around our church, and flowers to be given 
out by our Care Committee. In the past few years, we 
have helped with buying new windows, paying for the 
new outside pillars, and funding a new, commercial 
dishwasher. Our bazaar truly defines the meaning of 
“church family.” We are so blessed!

A sampling of 
the homemade 

items created 
for the Willmar 

UMC’s Fall 
Bazaar.

( UMW In Action continued on page 6 )
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Faith UMC, Waseca  
By Shirley Hansen

SOUTHERN PRAIRIE

The Waseca UMW recently donated earned mission 
money for 2017 to our local mission, Waseca Public 
Schools. We presented Principal Ben O’Brien of Hartley 
Elementary School with $200 for their Snack Cart to 
enable more students to receive healthy snacks during 
the school day. We also provided Principal John 
Huttemier of Waseca Intermediate School with $300 for 
after-school transportation for students remaining after 
school for extra academic help. There are prospective 
students who are placed on the waiting list due to lack 

of funds to 
t r a n s p o r t 
s t u d e n t s 
home. Both 
schools were 
e x t r e m e l y 
grateful.

Hartley Elementary School Principal Ben O’Brien with Janet 
Welch and Sherry Scholljegerdes from Faith United Methodist 
Church’s UMW.

At Waseca Middle School with Jennifer Sheenan (social 
worker at the school), Janet Welch, Principal John Huttemier, 

and Sherry Scholljegerdes.

If you’d like to Show ‘n Tell about YOUR local 
unit’s projects and events please submit a short 

description (100-150 words) with a photo to  
Jennifer: comcomnumw@gmail.com  

by August 30, 2018.

Each year, Emma Norton Services scholarships 

are awarded to deserving women who are 

enrolled in seminary. Now is the time to apply or 

share with someone who may be interested.

What is the amount of the scholarship? It 

depends on the money available and the number 

of applicants who qualify. Typically, the 

scholarships range between $400-$1,000.

Who is eligible to apply for an Emma Norton 
Scholarship? Women with college degrees and 

United Methodist backgrounds who are currently 

enrolled in a course of study for full-time Christian 

vocations are eligible to apply for Emma Norton 

Scholarships. Scholarships are given annually 

and previous applicants and recipients are eligible 

to apply again.

How do I apply for a scholarship? To receive 

an application, contact Wailana Barker, Chair, 

Emma Norton Designated Fund Committee of 

MN Conference, United Methodist Women at 

lanayb268@gmail.com; or 605 36th Ave NW, 

Rochester, MN  55901; or Cell: (563) 940-9154.

Two letters of reference are required.  

The deadline is on or before  
June 15, 2018.
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Finding the Words
Linda Brinster, Conference Mission Coordinator—
Education & Interpretation 

Most of us know what it is like to not have the right 

words. We struggle in the middle of the night to find a 

way to express an idea, explain a situation, or how to 

address an injustice that needs correction. We talk to 

ourselves, write and rewrite, consult a wiser head. And 

still the rate of success can be hit or miss.

Today, I marvel at the founding of one of the predecessor 

organizations to today’s United Methodist Women. We 

know the story of the 1859 meeting at the Tremont 

Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston. There is a 

record of who these women were, we can see their 

photo on the back cover of the October 2017 issue of 

United Methodist Women’s Response magazine. It 

goes like this, Mrs. Clementina (William) Butler and Mrs. 

Lois Lee (Edwin) Parker were furloughed home from 

mission work in India. They reported that the Indian 

women couldn’t receive medical care from male 

physicians due to local customs, and the girls received 

no education. We can only imagine the conversation, 

but we know the results. The Woman’s Foreign 

Missionary Society was formed.  Letters requesting 

pennies and prayers were mailed and in just thirteen 

months later, Isabella Thoburn began the school that 

bears her name in Lucknow, India. Dr. Clara Swain 

reached India at the same time and Thoburn College, 

the institution Dr. Swain founded, still provides medical 

services in India.

History doesn’t tell us the words that moved the women 

of the Tremont church into action. We don’t know the 

contents of that letter, either—a letter written before the 

invention of the telephone, before photo-copying, home 

computers, email, and Facebook. We must remember 

this took place less than five years after the end of the 

Civil War, so there were widows and orphans needing 

help from their communities.

How did Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Parker and their friends 

find the right words—words that touched the hearts of 

women across a country still healing from a war fought 

on the home front. Words that inspired women in cities, 

in small towns, on the farm, and on the frontier to send 

precious pennies and prayers to improve the lives of 

women and children half way around the world.  The 

unreasonable answer must be Grace, God-given grace.

So how does all that history apply today?

Do you know women who are concerned about human 

trafficking, the growing crisis in the maternal/ infant 

health care system, and the fact that many schools act 

as pipelines to prison? Have you discussed the looming 

environmental emergency? Could you share with these 

women the resources available through the United 

Methodist Women, such as Response magazine, the 

reading program, UMW events, and social media?

I’m shy about “evangelicalism.” I hate to be pushy, but I 

can push myself to tell the United Methodist Women’s 

story. Have you been in a conversation about an evil in 

the world, like human trafficking? That is the time to 

speak about UMW’s part in fighting it, on the legal, 

educational, and social front. And how we provide 

services to the victims. You can connect by following 

Minnesota United Methodist Women on Facebook. 

Almost daily you’ll see stories on missions, social action, 

events, and news. Update friends who share your 

concerns. As we tell the UMW story, women may join 

us, as part of our 150-year Legacy.

Because the women of the Tremont Church found a 

way to overcome their fear of failure and found the right 

words, we are part of an organization that claims a 

membership of 800,000 worldwide.
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Mission U and Mission U, Too 2018
Diana Eickelberg, Mission u Dean

Sisters in Christ, spring is fast approaching and plans 
for Mission u are on schedule. We will again meet at the 
Kelly Inn, St Cloud, MN, on July 13-15, 2018. Registration 
will be open from 9-10:30 a.m. Mission u will open with 
worship service at 10:45 a.m.

We have a great group of study leaders this year.

• Leading our Spiritual Growth study, “Embracing 
Wholeness” will be our own Kim Harris and Rachael 
Bachenberg from the Missouri UMW conference.

• The issue study “What About Our Money” will be 
led by Cindy Waldt from our Minnesota Conference 
and Faye Abram from the Missouri Conference.

• Our repeat “Missionary Conferences in the United 
Methodist Church” will be led by Rob Odem, a 
pastor from the Wisconsin conference.  

More information about the study leaders will be in the 
April Fresh Connection. Study books are available at 
the UMW resource center, www.umwresourcecenter.
org So far, the only book available in Kindle form on 
www.amazon.com is Missionary Conferences of the 
UMC. We highly encourage you to order your books 
before Mission u so you can be prepared to engage 
with the study leaders.

Registration will continue to be online and will open on 
May 1 and close June 22. 

Registration fees will remain the same as last year: 
$395/double occupancy, $425/ single occupancy, 
$265/ commuter with no breakfast. These numbers 
include all meals starting with lunch on Friday.

MISSION u TOO
Mission u Too will be held at two different locations this 
year and we are really excited about it! This shorter 
version of Mission u allows us to involve more participants 
(and kids!) who can’t spend the three days at Mission u. 
Registration for Mission u, Too! is $40 for adults, kids 
will be $20 for 1st child and $15 for 2nd or more.

Detroit Lakes UMC 
July 28, 2018

Spiritual Growth Study, Embracing 
Wholeness, with Kim Harris

Youth/Children’s study, Is It Just Money 
and Money Matters, with Beth Holland

The Well, Rosemount UMC 
August 4, 2018

Issue Study, What About Our Money,  
with Cindy Waldt

Youth/Children’s Study, Is It Just Money  
and Money Matters, with Beth Holland

Any questions e-mail me or give me a call!
Diana Eickelberg, Mission u Dean
Deickelberg1@gmail.com
(507) 358-9576

2017 CENSUS – Your Numbers are Important!
Melinda Kohrt, Membership Nurture and Outreach

Each of our local units need to assign someone to fill 
out the 2017 Census. We need ALL units to do this. The 
2017 census link can be found on the United Methodist 
Women’s website or the direct link is: www.
unitedmethodistwomenorg/census2017. To fill out the 
online form, you will need to know how many members 
you had at the beginning of 2017, how many new 

members you added, and how many dropped out by 
moving, death, etc. Give your best estimate if you don’t 
know the exact numbers. To start, type in your church’s 
zip code and your church name should pop up. The 
deadline for reporting is March 30, 2018. If you 
have questions please contact me: mnomnumw@
gmail.com
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The Legacy Fund
Honoring UMW on its birthday
Becky Coleman, Legacy Fund liaison

Birthdays are special, and there are so many different 
ways to celebrate. How exciting it was when we were 
young, and our family and friends came to our house 
for our special day! We can count many special 
birthdays, filled with love and memories. Why should it 
be any different for United Methodist Women?

As an organization, UMW’s birthday is March 23, 1869, 
when American women gathered to respond to women 
who needed access to health care and education in 
India—a different, far-off country. In the 149 years that 
have followed, members of UMW have continued to 
work on behalf of women, children, and youth. It’s 
something to celebrate!

March 23 is the Day of Giving to raise money for 
the Legacy Fund, an endowment that will insure that 
United Methodist Women can continue its work long 
into the future. This year, it falls on a Friday – a great day 
to gather with friends and family and make gifts to the 
Legacy Fund. The national goal is $60 million, and if you 
and every other member of UMW gives $18.69 this year 

and next, we will make that goal.

In Minnesota, we have an incentive to be 
especially generous – Kim Harris, 

deaconess and Conference Vice President, will take a 
Polar Plunge if we raise $40,000 in 2018. Think how 
COOL that will be. 

Generous donors have committed funds to leverage 
and grow the gifts received on Day of Giving, March 23, 
2018. Your gift can have an even greater impact by 
contributing to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign 
on the Day of Giving.

WAYS TO GIVE:
Online: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacy fund
By phone: 800-278-7771 (8am-6pm EST, M-F)
By mail: Write “Legacy Fund” on the memo 
line of your check and send to: 

United Methodist Women
Attn: Development, Legacy Fund
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor
New York, NY 10115 

Getting Things Done
Putting Faith into Action  
Greetings!

We all know UMW women who excel in what they do. They get things done. They are the trusted members of our 
local and district UMWs. We rely on them to carry forth ideas which make UMW goals come to life—they help put 
faith into action. Isn’t that what we’re all about? Together, they and we make a difference in missions and in social 
action. Let us know who those women are. Tell us about them. Please contact any of the following MN UMW 
Committee on Nominations members if you know someone we should have a conversation with Thank you!

• Faye Christensen  ...............fayechris@brainerd.net ........................h: 218-828-8504 ..................................... c: 218-839-3452

• Jan Demlow ........................con2mnumw@gmail.com .....................507-831-5736

• Shirley Durr .........................shirley.durr@gmail.com .......................612-244-6366

• Grace Swanson ...................con6mnumw@gmail.com .....................gmswanson@charter.net .............................507-288-2266

• Ginny Vandervest ................con4mnumw@gmail.com .....................h: 651-437-7614 ...................................... c: 651-983-4872

Faye Christensen, Chair, Conference Committee  
on Nominations 
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Treasurer’s Update
Teri Arnold, Conference Treasurer

As your Conference UMW treasurer, I have been asked 
about Gift to Mission and Gift in Memory cards. This 
leads me to believe there is some confusion about these 
cards. I hope to clear up the confusion and encourage 
UMW members and units to use the cards.

Gift in Memory (GIM) cards (free) are brought to 
district meetings by the Resource Manager Mission 
Coordinator. If you do not see GIM cards, ask your 
Coordinator about them. GIM cards can be sent to a 
family in memory of a loved one. Each card has a short 
form to fill out with the information for the person being 
remembered. The information card and the gift of money 
should be given to the local unit treasurer who will then 
send the card and gift to the District Treasurer.

Gift to Mission (GTM) cards should also be available 
at meetings. District Treasurers bring the cards to district 
meetings and may display them with the Resource 
Manager display or in a separate display. Cards may 
also be ordered from the District or Conference treasurer. 
The GTM cards are for a variety of events - New Baby, 
Congratulations, Peace, In the service of Christ, Thank-
you, Thinking of you, Happy Birthday variety pack, and 

Christmas variety pack.  GTM cards are sold for $5 each. 
There should be a sign-up sheet with the cards so that 
any purchase can be credited as a Gift To Mission for 
the local unit of the purchaser.  

Gift in Memory and Gift to Mission cards are also 
available at Conference events such as Mission u, Annual 
Gathering, and the Leadership Development Retreat.

Each type of card is a channel of giving for the local unit. 
When a unit donates to all five of the channels of giving, 
the unit becomes a Five Star Unit. The five channels are:

Pledge to Mission
Special Mission Recognition
Gift to Mission (GTM)
Gift in Memory (GIM)
World Thank Offering

Donation to the Gift to Mission and Gift in Memory 
channels may be made without the use of cards, but I 
recommend that cards be used to share with others for 
their special or sad times. If you have any questions, 
please email Conference Treasurer Teri Arnold at 
jonandteriarnold@hotmail.com. You may also call (507) 
273-3812, but please leave a message if Teri does not 
answer.

Engaging Younger Women in United 
Methodist Women
Melinda Kohrt, Membership Nurture and Outreach

Also ask your local unit’s leadership team how well they 
know the younger women in your church. Is your 
leadership team willing to trust younger women to hold 
leadership roles? Is the team open to a flexible, shared 
leadership structure? Remember also, that newly retired 
women have more time on their hands and could be 
looking for ways to put their leadership skills to work!

Helpful resources:
Welcome! United Methodist Women Welcoming Event Toolkit  -  
Steps for engaging new women to  UMW.  Download for free at  
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

We’ve included several UMW in Action—Local Unit Projects in 
this edition of the Fresh Connection—ideas and events that have 
worked well in other local churches.

Many United Methodist Women local units are asking 
how to get younger women involved in United 
Methodist Women. There are no easy answers and 
may take some changes in the thinking of current 
leaders. Start by talking to younger women about their 
lives and what types of groups they are involved in. 
What characteristics of these groups keep them 
engaged? How do younger women like to meet or 
gather? In what ways can older women “learn/speak 
their language” or communicate? What social causes 
are they and their peers invested in?
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Join Me as We Live Our Faith in Action!
Becky Boland, Lay Leader,
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church

Last July I attended Mission U for the first time, choosing 
the Missionary Conference and Covenant studies. The 
experience I had in both sessions grew my faith far 
beyond what I expected, especially in realizing at the 
core of the United Methodist Women is living faith 
through the Greatest Commandment, love of God and 
neighbor. Emily Hutchings, one of 800,000 United 
Methodist Women worldwide said it well, “If we are 
called to be Christians, we are called to respond to 
things we are aware of.”  In October, when Bishop Ough 
spoke at the Minnesota UMW Annual Meeting, he 
spoke of “being Methodist” as an adjective, and “being 
Christian” as a noun.

In reflection of the Bishop’s call to lead our lives as 
Christians in action, I am helping to lead a Minnesota 
Conference mission trip in June to the Henderson 
Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky, June 16-24. This trip is 
intergenerational – our goal is to bring people of all 
ages, kids through adults, single people, and entire 
families. 

Built by the United Methodist Church to meet the basic 
needs of people living in one of the poorest counties in 
the US, the Henderson Settlement is home to 23,000 
people whose average yearly income is less than 
$13,000. The Settlement also happens to be a 
United Methodist Women’s national mission. This 
summer, make it your family’s mission to live life through 
service: join us on a mission trip sponsored by the UMC 
and led by Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church. 
Set in the beautiful mountains of Appalachia, the 
Henderson Settlement offers comfortable 
accommodations and meaningful service work for 
volunteers of all ages. Volunteers will help with 
landscaping, painting, child care, medical service, thrift 
store, and much more. 

Registration and $250 per person deposit are due 
March 30. Total cost for those who travel to Kentucky 
with the group is $400 per person (includes lodging 
and food, transportation, and overnight at church there 
and back). For those who wish to travel to and from the 
mission on their own, the total cost is $250 per person, 
and the dates of the mission project are June 16-24. 
Please don’t let cost be a barrier – if it is a concern, 
please let me know.   

Participants are required to attend one of two 
orientation sessions, either April 29 or May 20, at 
Hennepin Avenue UMC. 

• To indicate an interest in attending, visit  
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/
HendersonMission18 

• For more information contact me 
at beckyboland@comcast.net or at  
(612) 281-1595 

• To learn more about the Henderson 
Settlement: www.hendersonsettlement.
com/workcamp.php 

Henderson Settlement (photo from the Settlement’s Facebook 
page)
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SAVE THE DATE! Emma Norton 
“Opening Doors” Dinner  

Mark your calendar for another inspiring (and fun!) 
Emma Norton Annual Dinner and Silent Auction! This 
year’s event takes place Monday, May 7. Get ready for 
a terrific program including how this national United 
Methodist Women’s mission is impacting the lives of 
women as they work to create a new chapter in their 
lives. You’ll see old friends and meet some new ones. 
We packed the room last year and are ready to do it 
again! 

You’ll enjoy a lively evening with delicious food and an 
opportunity to bid on silent auction items to benefit 
the people we serve in the spirit of living our faith in 
action in support of Emma Norton.

Please register by April 1, 2018 for our Early Bird 
ticket price.
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You must register to attend. No walk-ins accepted. 
Registration closes on May 2, 2018.

Please visit ENOpeningDoorsDinner.eventbrite.com 
for more information or to purchase tickets.

Emma Norton Annual Dinner and Silent Auction

MONDAY, MAY 7 

Social Hour and Silent Auction 4:00-6:30 p.m.

Dinner and Desserts 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Minneapolis Marriot Northwest
7025 Northland Drive North
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428

Questions to: Jayne at 
Emma Norton Residence 

(507) 301-2500
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