
 

 
SESSIONS ACTION TEAM 
Minutes for April 23, 2020, 10am 
 
In attendance via Blue Jeans:  Carol Zaagsma, Marianne Ozanne, Gail Johnson, Rachael Warner, Erica 
Koser, Laura Miles, Cindy Gregorson, Christa Meland, Dave Nuckols, Karla Hovde, Bishop Ough, Barb 
Brower, Guy Sederski, Janet Beard. 
 

1. Devotions:  Carol shared portions of an article by Lysa TerKeurst about decision-making and read 
several passages from Proverbs. The message reminded us that there are no perfect decisions and as 
we make some highly impactful decisions today, we strive to make them with the knowledge of God. 
Carol opened in prayer. 

 
2. Joint MN/Dak Conference 2020 Update (June 10-12, 2020, in Sioux Falls, SD) 

Theme: Heal…Be the Light: Live Hope! 
a. There was much discussion about postponement and alternatives. The following were approved 

by consensus: 
i. The joint session scheduled for June 10-12 will be cancelled. Public announcement will 

be made following the DAK sessions meeting, probably Tuesday April 28. 
ii. Individual DAK and MN AC sessions will be re-scheduled; no joint session. 
iii. Rather than planning an in-person gathering in October, the re-scheduled MN AC will be 

attempted using virtual gatherings, possibly offered in ‘chunks’. Smaller in-person 
gatherings by District could be added later in the year, if it becomes safe to do so. Cindy 
and a small group will research and start planning these sessions.  

b. Items to note: 
i. There may be some financial costs for the cancellation, since the South Dakota 

Governor has not issued a shelter in place order. 
ii. To avoid additional potential cancellation costs (if we plan an in-person event, and have 

to cancel again), and to keep our largely over-60 aged participants safe, planning virtual 
AC gathering(s) seems the most responsible route to take. 

iii. There are significant portions of the state of MN (particularly in NS District) where 
internet access is limited, and participation in a virtual gathering may not be possible for 
many people. 

iv. Offering different sessions (chunks) in the summer may allow Bishop Ough to lead MAC 
through some business/visioning, if he retires at the end of September, as planned. 

v. Providing adequate training and allowing time for testing the virtual meetings, votes, etc. 
will be vital to foster success. 

vi. The different session chunks may include: 1. Legislation, 2. Clergy Session, 3. ‘State of 
the MAC’, 4. Celebration of Life in Ministry worship, 5. Celebration of Bishop and Char 
Ough’s ministry in MN.  

vii. Bishop will contact those to be ordained and commissioned to survey them regarding 
their preferences for the worship service. Options may include: 1. One smaller worship 



live-streamed, 2. Individual worship services at each church, 3. Waiting for a time when 
large groups can gather again. 

 
c. Next Steps/Implications: 

 
i. Communications – the announcement about cancellation of AC and Clergy session will 

include as much logistical info as possible, along with a request for patience as plans for 
the rescheduled AC are on-going. 

ii. Registration – Gail will work with Kim and finance team to refund reservations received. 
Folks will be able to cancel their motel room reservations with no cost to individuals. 

iii. Contracts – DAK is working with the Sioux Falls convention center and Sheridan to 
negotiate the least cancellation cost possible. 

iv. The Love Offering will need to connect to the newly structured AC, but recipients could 
be the same. Offering could be collected before the session and totals announced. This 
will be considered in the planning. 
 

 
3. August 24, 2020 MAC Special Session 

a. At least one of the ‘chunks’ may be offered on this date. 

 
4. Closing 

a. 2020 meeting dates (via Blue Jeans):  
i. May 13, 1:00-3:00 
ii. June 2, 10:00-12:00 

b. AC Session 2021 dates: Tuesday, June 22-Thursday, June 24, 2021 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Beard, Conference Secretary & Registrar 


