
Mission Promotion Team Meeting                  July 16 2021  

Present: Lyndy Zabel, Cindy Saufferer, Ed Holland, Beth Holland, Karen Thompson, Lori McBride, Kendra 

Miles, Mary Gates  

Minutes from last meeting were approved.  

We can invite Dana Neuhauser to our next meeting.  Lyndy will send her email and Dawn Hauser’s email 

to Karen so they can be invited.  

Lyndy reported there is a nice article about the UMCOR kit pick up tour. We’re not sure of total pounds, 

but he guesses about 4000 pounds. There was a variety of things donated.  Calling local churches helped 

as well.  Chantel Corey at MMDC asked when we’d like to do it again, perhaps in the fall.  Lyndy has 

information about where the people are coming from and which locations are best for pickups.  We 

need to find the sweet spot for calling to remind churches about the donations.  Lori suggested that we 

have a pickup at Annual Conference and then one later in the fall.  Cindy suggested that we give 

ownership to a local church to be a site.  Ed suggested that we could coordinate the tornado kits with 

the state tornado awareness day, which is April 15.  We decided that we will not have another collection 

in 2021. But will use tornado awareness to help publicize the efforts. We will have a collection at Annual 

Conference in 2022 and discuss other options for collections in 2022.  Lyndy will let Chantel know.   We 

discussed the distribution process. Ed suggested that we provide information about how kits would be 

distributed as well (an interview with Paul Baker?). It’s always good to remind people about the process.  

School-Church partnerships. Jill (by email) reported we have 9 applications so far. The deadline is July 

31. Checks will go out in early September.  Beth told us about the Wyoming UMC as they were unable to 

go into the school, but the school expressed a need for books about mental health for teachers.   Beth 

suggested that we offer at Annual Conference and/or at the Mission Summit, we offer a brainstorming 

time for how a local church can partner with a school.  

GBGM Missionary retirements: we used to have 16 missionaries listed on our website, 13 have retired or 

moved to different ministry. We have Daniel Yang in Laos, Paul Webster supporting agriculture in Africa 

and Koni Purcell, a church and community worker in West VA.  Lyndy suggested that we support: J. and 

T. Park as the country directors for Vietnam.  I. Paninit is the new country director in Laos. Helen Robert-

Evans oversees education efforts in Liberia. Cindy mentioned her local church supports a missionary, 

Lorraine Charinda in the DRC.    Each of these missionaries have a connection with Minnesota (Vietnam, 

Laos and Liberia, agriculture efforts).  Lyndy will also check to see if other churches are supporting 

GBGM missionaries and we will share with the team.  

Update to 2017 Love Offering: part of the funds were to go to support a medical school in Boe Sierra 

Leone.  The project ended up not happening.  There are other places where the funds could be 

distributed. The funds were distributed to OC ministries to be used for medical ministries. It’s about 

$57,000.  

Mission Summit team is meeting later today.  We are still planning for Sept. 18/19. Karen will send more 

information to the team.  

Updates from different teams:  



Health Action Team: Ed reminded us that we are still in the midst of the pandemic.  He reported there 

may be a resurgence in the fall/winter.  One thing we can do is to address any misinformation that is 

spread on social media. Ed also attended a webinar about Christians against Christian Nationalism. He 

will send a link to the recording.  Dr. Ron Bell offers a workshop addressing trauma, information is 

available in most recent conference mailing. Ed suggested that it’s a great workshop.  We can utilize MN 

Parish Nurse Association to help combat misinformation.  

Vietnam Partnership:  Kendra reported they met last week and were able to meet with missionaries 

there. Unfortunately, they have been trying to have VBS (which the team supports) and they offer a 

daily Hope message they share with the churches. They are working to get translators to help 

communicate with other congregations, which the team will support.  Vietnam is under a lockdown as 

well.  They are supporting food delivery to families who can’t get out.  They will try to meet again in 

September.  

VIM Scholarships: Lori reported there have not been any applications as trips are generally on hold. Lori 

will update the process and find new committee members.  

OC Ministries Gala will be on Sunday Oct. 3 and will be at Birdie Golf (4-7 pm) in Woodbury. There will 

be activities, a silent auction (hopefully) and food that reflects the countries where OC Ministries serves. 

The ticket price hasn’t been set as yet.    

Conference VIM teams: there are dates in 2022, Jan 9-16 to Sager Brown. It will be promoted when they 

are open. There is an intergenerational trip to Spirit Lake Aug 6-12 in 2022.  They will be postponed to 

2023 if necessary.  

Our next meeting will be on Sat. Nov. 20, 2021 at 9 am. Lyndy will send out a Zoom invite. We will 

discuss the Love Offering for 2022.  

We don’t have the totals for the 2021 Love Offering.  

Minutes submitted by Karen Thompson  

  

 

 

  

 

 


