
Mission Promotion Team   April 23, 2021 

Present: Lyndy Zabel, Cindy Saufferer, Gail Chalbi Paul Baker, Ed Holland, Pat Toschak, Jill Michael, 

Kendra Miles Smith, Lori McBride, Karen Thompson  

 

We opened with introductions and prayer.  

Mission Summit Revisited- we talked about options of how we could do it 
differently, but we’d like to keep missions in mind for people. Outside options 
which could include a hands-on option. One challenge could be getting 
someone from General Board of Global Ministries. We could offer it as both 
virtual and in person/hybrid. One suggestion could be to use our partners to 
record something and have an invitation.  And then include a how-to-
reengage/where do we go from here. Lyndy suggested that we agree on a date 
and then go from there.  September 18/19 look like good dates. Then a 
subcommittee will set up the meeting. (Rally around Missions) We could 
possibly take advantage to the District UMW meetings (Cindy’s idea).  Karen, 
Lyndy, Lori, Cindy, Jill (?) will serve as the subcommittee. Please send thoughts 
and ideas to Karen or Lyndy.  
 
Finding additional team members: we would like to expand our team, especially 
younger people. Lyndy suggested we contact Cullen Tanner. There will also be 
a new Racial Justice Coordinator at the conference, who could join our team. 
Key will be to be clear about the commitment and expectations. Karen will 
contact Cullen and work (with Lyndy) on information about what it means to be 
on MPT. Lori suggested also reaching out to people who have been on mission 
trips.  
   
Budget reports- Lyndy reported that our budget was lowered to $36500 for this 
year. Lyndy will share the numbers for our budget. Lyndy shared that if we have 
budgeted funds for mission trips that can’t be used this year, we may be able to 
again share the funds with local churches that want to help with and engage in 
food distribution efforts/partnerships.  Lyndy stated that the Conference is 
viewing budgets as more flexible, so we will be able to re-direct the funds. Cindy 
suggested that we start planning for an Advent program to encourage food 
distribution partnerships. If needed, we could pivot to something more urgent.  
We will discuss further at our next meeting.  
 
Laos-Lyndy reported the Laos-Minnesota team has expanded. On Aug 26-27 
there will be a partnership meeting online. There isn’t anything scheduled for the 
Vietnam partnership.  
 
VIM Scholarships if there are no VIM trips then there are no scholarships. Some 
funds are available and are able to roll-over. Lori asked for money availability- 
the Haiti and Puerto Rico funds are available. Some of that money is available. 
Haiti teams are going. (see info on NCJ VIM website) Puerto Rico may open to 



teams later this fall. Pat talked about the MMDC shipments which are still in 
process.   
 
2020 Advance Lyndy shared the Advance Report for General Board of Global 
Ministries. It was better than feared. Total gifts are down, but many are coming 
in online, but are lower. The only MN Advance is the Center for Victims of 
torture. (see report)  
 
Updates to MN Conference Advances- need to remove The Gathering House 
from the list. Lyndy suggested that we hold off on making any changes to the 
Conference Advance list until after GC 2022.  
 

Responding to Disasters see attached from Lyndy. We need callers for early 
June.  Pat will take the A’s, Ed will take M-R Gail will take B-C’s, Jill will take C-
F, Karen will take F-L, Kendra will take R-Z. 

 

School-Church partnerships: Jill suggested putting out the applications anytime 
and can start getting the word out to churches. Ending date will be July 31. 
Funds distribute by Aug 31.  Jill will talk with Beth and they will work on this. 
They will let us know if they need help reviewing applications.  

 

Gail reminded us the racial justice book grants are available. Cindy asked about 
the application process, if other groups, like a UMW team would be able to 
apply. Gail suggested they apply. Gail will be sharing the info in the newsletters.  

 

We closed with prayer.  

 

Our next meeting will be July 16th at 9 am by Zoom.  Lyndy will send out a 
meeting invite.  

 

Submitted by Karen Thompson  

 


