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Dear Members and Friends of Minnesota United Methodist Churches, 
 
Grace and peace to you in this Lenten Season of prayer and preparation as we turn our eyes to 
the cross and the Easter celebration. 
 
On June 18-20, 2019 we will meet in St. Cloud for the 165th session of the Minnesota Annual 
Conference. Our theme for this conference session is Dare to Reach: Love Boldly. Dr. Mark 
Teasdale, the author of Evangelism for Non-Evangelists: Sharing the Gospel Authentically, will 
be our conference teacher as we explore Jesus’ missional imperative to reach new people. 
 
Again this year, we will receive a Love Offering as an expression of our gratitude for God’s 
boundless blessings and to advance our mission “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” The offering will be received on Wednesday, June 19, during 
morning worship. I encourage each of our 360 congregations to begin praying and preparing to 
participate in yet another miraculous expression of God’ extravagant love and generosity. 
 
The Woman at the Well (John 4:1-34) serves as the principal scriptural inspiration for our 
conference’s theme. Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman prompts her to ask our 
question: “Where do you get that living water?” The 2019 Love Offering provides an 
opportunity to come alongside and support persons who are asking this essential faith 
question. Our offering will do this in two ways: (1) a monetary offering to be shared with three 
mission projects that extend our commitment to “love boldly,” and (2) an offering of prayer for 
individuals for whom God has given us a heart to “dare to reach.” 
 
The specific projects that will receive our monetary offering are: 
 
Lao Samphan Methodist Church (60 percent) 
 
The United Methodist Church’s presence in Laos is growing through the Lao Samphan 
Methodist Church (“Samphan” means “united”). Rev. Daniel Yang, a Minnesota elder now 
serving as a United Methodist missionary in Laos, oversees new church development, training 
and equipping leaders, and pastoral support. Yang and other leaders are working to establish a 
Methodist presence in 17 provinces in Laos, develop committed church members and leaders, 
build relationships with national and local government, and build a resource training center and  
dormitory. They’re also creating programs to support the socio-economic development of both 
church members and communities in Laos, one of the poorest countries in the world. Love 
Offering funds will be used to further these efforts. 
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Volunteer Lawyers Network (20 percent) 
 
Established in 1966, Volunteer Lawyers Network helps thousands of people each year by 
providing civil legal services to people living in poverty. It connects immigrants, single parents, 
the working poor, prior offenders, the LGBTQ community, and others with top lawyers in the 
state, who donate their time to support equal access to justice. All services are provided at no 
cost to clients, 7,300 of whom were served in fiscal year 2018. Love Offering funds will go 
toward the Immigrant Legal Services program, through which volunteer lawyers and staff 
partner with community organizations—including Northfield UMC—to provide culturally 
competent services to immigrant and refugee neighbors.  
 
Volunteers in Mission Scholarships (20 percent) 
 
Mission trips change the lives of participants by giving them an opportunity to grow in faith and 
gain a new perspective of the world. Through the United Methodist Church’s Volunteers in 
Mission program, teams spend up to two weeks working on mission projects domestically or 
abroad. Most teams from Minnesota are engaged in hands-on projects that build infrastructure 
to ensure that nutritional, medical, and educational programs in developing countries become 
sustainable and locally run. Team members pay their own way, and the Love Offering helps to 
offset the cost for first-time participants. 
 
The second part of our 2019 Love Offering will be an opportunity to offer our prayers, witness, 
and relationships to God in service to the Great Commission. Each Minnesota United Methodist 
will be blessed to offer to God the name of one acquaintance, who does not know Christ, for 
whom they are committed to “dare to reach” through their prayers and their witness of 
compassion, love, and hope. I invite you to begin, even now, to ask the Holy Spirit to give you 
the name of the individual you would like to lift up. Perhaps it will be a child, work colleague, 
neighbor, or the person who serves you coffee each day. 
 
Resources related to the 2019 Love Offering, including a PowerPoint that can be used in 
worship, are available at https://www.minnesotaumc.org/loveoffering. Please invite the 
members and friends of your congregation to experience the joy of participating in this 
miraculous outpouring of the Living Water. 
 
Thank you for your extravagant generosity, your passion to reach others for Christ, and your 
courage to love boldly. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Bruce R. Ough 


