
COSROW minutes May 25, 2022 
 

Present: Joyce Prudden, Sandy Meyer, Faye Christensen, Susan Clark Harris, Linda Kotschevar, Sandy Meyer, Ailsa Harl, 
Cindy Saufferer, Debra Collum  
Guests: Carolyn Winslow, Leslie Zeek, Shawna Nelson-Wills (Emma Norton),  
 

We had a number of guests at this meeting which was wonderful! 
 

We began the meeting congratulating Carolyn Winslow and Cindy Saufferer for being commissioned as Deaconesses.  
 

We discussed the musical ‘Images of God’ which Kay Schroder-Hacklander wrote in 1987. She is working on updating 
and adding to the musical so that it reflects more contemporary situations and issues.  
We agree to begin our investment in this project with a grant of $500. There may be other money available from other 
sources.  

Debra will download the USB of the musical to see if the quality of the download will be acceptable to make 
available to those who would like to use it. 

 

COSROW is sponsoring two seminars this year via Zoom 
• June 17, 7 – 9 p.m. “Where Are My Sisters?  MMIW” 
• June 18, 9 – 11 a.m. “Voting in Native Country: Hurdles at Every Turn.”  

We are thankful that CONAM and the United Women in Faith partnered with us for this seminar.  
 

Susan presented a monitoring report which is attached. A discussion ensued to remind us that women clergy still are not 
being paid equal to their male counter parts. Also in MN women clergy are leaving the ministry for various reasons and 
taking early retirement. There is still a need for support of women clergy.  
 

So far GCSRW have not spoken out about the Roe v Wade situation. Whereas Harriet Jane Olson, General Secretary and 
CEO of United Women in Faith, issued a statement in May found at https://michiganumc.org/alarm-over-possible-
overturn-of-roe-v-wade/ 

 

Debra spoke about her work on the Sessions Action Team trying to influence the use of expansive language in worship at 
Annual Conference. She reported that she was not able to have input into this because the worship planning was not 
done within a team. She will continue on this team hoping to make inroads into this perennial problem.  

NOTE: There is a ‘policy’ that all language at AC is to use expansive language for humans and God except in 
traditional creeds and prayers. And there is language in our Book of Resolutions that directs public worship to 
include expansive language for God and Humans 
NOTE2: I, Debra, brought up this issue at the Session Team evaluation meeting. I suggested that we covenant 
together as an Action Team to pay attention to expansive language for God and humans. I have received push 
back from the current worship leader who doesn’t understand the importance and nuances of public worship vs 
personal piety or even local church worship settings.  
NOTE3: Pray that somehow this issue can be advanced with grace but resolution.  

 

COSROW gifted Rev. Hope Hutchinson newly ordained deacon with the book: When God Was A Little Girl by David 
Weiss. I, Debra, will continue to fulfill this tradition…This is a gift for all ordained Deacons and Elders. 
NOTE:  IF we want to influence Local Pastors re: expansive language for God, we might want to think about how to do 
that. Should we send them the COSROW resource: God of the Bible: 
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/partners/gcsrw/home/content/god-of-the-bible 
 

At this point no plans have been made for a future meeting. Keep watch on your email. 
 
Submitted by Rev. Debra Jene Collum & Faye Christensen—co-chairs 


