
Commission on Archives and History 

September 8, 2020 

Minutes 

Attending: David Werner, Thelma Boeder, David Laechel, Hilda Parks, Dan Foster, Judith 

Clark, and Heidi Heller 

Absent: Randy Koppen, Mary Bakeman, and Marybeth Nelson (Mary and Marybeth contacted 

Heidi after the meeting to let her know they were having technology issues.) 

All members provided a brief update on their summers and any plans for fall. 

Dan led a short devotion from St. John Chrysostom taken from the book A Year with the Saints. 

It reflected on the fact that we need to turn to God and look to him for direction and support in 

our lives. 

The minutes of May 19, 2020 were approved. 

We discussed article ideas for MN Connect: 

Fall- Heidi has written an article comparing the church’s response during the 1918 pandemic to 

the 2020 one, she will check with Christa about getting it published. 

Winter – Hilda will see about writing something up about the steeple project at Ottawa. 

Spring – David L. will share the invitation to the NCJ CAH in Iron Mt., MI in July 2021. 

 

It was discussed what more we could do to help local churches with recording their histories. 

Heidi shared that we did include information in the MN Bulletin Board on the upcoming Local 

Church Historian School being offered by GCAH. Heidi has received some emails about 

individuals interested in taking the course. Thelma pointed out that many churches are still 

closed and that makes it difficult to work with the local churches and for individuals to be in the 

church working on records. 

 

Historic sites: 

Ottawa – Hilda was out at the site this week and was able to see the progress being made on the 

steeple. They are hoping to have a celebration this fall for the completion of the project. 

 

Old Salem – Thelma shared that they have had a few meetings online. Jill Lewis passed away in 

June and they have found a new president and Jill’s daughter is serving as secretary. All services 

will be postponed for the rest of the year.  

 

Lenora – Heidi has been contacted by Mark Woodward, who oversees Lenora and has requested 

we update some information on our historic sites page to indicate that the site is still active. Heidi 

will work with Karla to get this completed.  

 

Thelma reported that the First Finnish Group is not meeting any longer since the work is 

completed. The site is owned by Moose Lake UMC and they have a group overseeing the site. 



Thelma will be emailing them for an update since she doesn’t think she will get up to the site any 

time soon. 

 

Randy shared a report with David that no more anniversaries are expected this year. Two letters 

have been sent, one to Delano and one to Path of Grace (Maplewood). Heidi has received notice 

that First UMC in Windom will be celebrating the 150th anniversary in July 2021. She has passed 

the information onto Randy. 

 

Annual Conference Historian – Thelma reported she has started reworking the First Finnish 

Facebook page to include all historic sites. The page has been renamed “MN UM Historical Sites 

and Interesting Places.” The first post was about Fahlstrom Cemetery. 

 

Thelma also discussed the fact that Old Salem is the only historic site that MAC owns and in the 

past, there has been some discussion with the Old Salem group and the MAC Trustees about it 

becoming a separate association. She thinks the idea should be raised again and a discussion held 

about the benefits of doing this. Thelma will continue to work with them on this. 

 

Secretary of Memoirs – David is working on the last few from this year. With the Annual 

Conference postpone until August, the memoir deadline was extended to the end of June. He has 

already started work on the 2021 memoirs. 

 

Conference Archives – Heidi continues to work remotely and will do so at least through the end 

of the year. She has been going in occasionally to retrieve boxes to process and complete 

research inquires. She has completed the processing of the Simpson UMC church records and 

has moved onto the Camp Koronis records that came in right before the lockdown. She has also 

finished scanning all the local church photos and has uploaded them to PastPerfect. Heidi is also 

considering applying for an MNHS Legacy Grant to get the Annual Conference Journals’ 

digitized, which would make them much more accessible to the public. The question was asked 

if the GCAH digitized the Annual Conference Journals. They do not but do digitize the memoirs. 

 

UM Historical Society – It was officially disbanded on 7/6/2020. Hilda has an appointment at the 

bank to close the checking account with the money coming to the MAC and going into the CAH 

account. Heidi can use some of the monies to makes some improvements to the archives that 

were recommended in the general assessment. Any items she is looking to purchase will be run 

past the CAH so they can allow Barb to release the funds for this purpose. 

 

List of Active Fellowships of UM Historical Sites – These sites will be added to the newly 

updated Facebook page Thelma is working on. 

 

David L. reported that the NCJ Convocation has been rescheduled for July 2021 in Iron Mt., MI. 

It was also decided they will keep the same officers for 2021. 

 

Thelma will look at planning an informal gathering for archivists and historians once we are 

closer to General Conference 2021. 

 



The 2021 Annual Conference has been set for June 22-24. Heidi and Thelma will consider the 

display for that event once it is closer. 

 

Heidi shared that a question was shared on the GCAH message board about how to handle 

church records if a split happens in the UMC. The GCAH has provided some guidance on how to 

handle the records and it is likely we would follow their advice if the spilt happens. 

 

David W. is going to extend an invitation to Kevin Gregory to join the CAH. He is the new 

pastor at Frazee UMC and Joyful Spirit UMC. He has previously interned with the GCAH and 

may have an interest in serving. 

 

Our November meeting is still likely to be remote. Heidi shared that MAC is moving to Zoom 

and it is possible that we could hold our next meeting through Zoom if she is set up to do so by 

then. 

 

The next meeting is on November 10, 2020. Heidi will send out the meeting link and items 

closer to the meeting. The following meetings are February 9th and May 11th. 

 

Adjourned 

 

 


