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Commission on Archives and History 

 

February 9, 2021 

 

Minutes 

 

Attending: David Werner, Thelma Boeder, David Laechel, Hilda Parks, Dan Foster, Judith 

Clark, Randy Koppen, Mary Bakeman, Marybeth Nelson, and Heidi Heller 

Guest: Kevin Gregory 

 

All members provided a brief update on their activities over the past few months. 

 

David L. led devotions and shared a quote from Henri Nouwen on silence and how we constantly 

have words coming at us and in some cases, we may not appreciate silence. However, silence 

allows us to listen and in recent weeks David reflected that he has been appreciating a world with 

fewer words and more silence. He also pointed out that in the silence, it can be a good time to 

hear God. He closed with prayer. 

 

The minutes of November 11, 2020 were approved with one change. 

 

Review of Commission duties as outlined by The Book of Discipline: 

David asked us to read over our responsibilities and reflect on whether we are meeting them. He 

pointed out that regarding 1d – the Board of Trustees oversees ownership of property in the 

MAC and 1j – Minnesota has no other Methodist denominational leadership groups in Minnesota 

to collaborate with and 2 – our Conference Historical Society was just disbanded. In looking at 

all our responsibilities, we agreed overall that we are meeting them. 

 

A few items were brought up including why we are taking in Koronis Ministries records when 

they are still an active ministry. Heidi and Thelma explained the camps are considered a part of 

the Annual Conference and their relationship is slightly different than local churches. Many 

boxes of records taken in were health records, which we maintain for so many years before 

shredding, and others were boxes of records that were not disposed of according to record 

retention schedules. The archive has other records from the camps. This led to a larger discussion 

on occasions when we have taken in church records for active churches or merged congregations 

to ensure records are preserved. These situations are rare and when they come up a decision is 

made on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Randy raised the question if the Board of Trustees is looking at the historical aspects of a 

building or the things in the building before, they are sold. These factors must be considered to 

ensure that historical items or properties are preserved as part of Methodist history. Heidi said 

she would be happy to mention the issue with Barb Brower so that it is on her radar when these 

issues come up. 
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It was also discussed that the World Methodist Museum is closing, and they will be in the 

process of determining where items will be distributed to. The closing of the museum raises the 

concern about the declining interest in Methodist history and what could be lost with this decline. 

 

Additionally, we discussed that we no longer host a historical hour at the Annual Conference as 

mention in The Book of Discipline. It was mentioned that the interest in historical aspects of the 

Conference has varied by Bishop and staff. We also discussed the need to maybe make a more 

personal connection with the Ethnic Congregations and encourage them to document their 

history or provide direction in doing so. 

 

MN Connect article ideas: 

Winter – Heidi wrote two articles, one on Thelma receiving the Ministry of Memories award and 

the historic sites holiday service plans. Neither article was published likely because they did not 

meet the criteria for articles in the newsletter. 

 

Spring/Summer– Hilda will share something on the Ottawa celebration for the new steeple once 

she has the information. David L. will share the invitation to the NCJ CAH in Iron Mt., MI in 

July 2021, if we know the event is going forward. 

 

Heidi asked if anyone had possible article ideas. Two story ideas suggested by Kevin and Randy: 

• The story about how things changed in the church after the 1918 pandemic and if there 

are similarities to what is happening today. 

• Explore how the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s impacted Minnesota churches and 

compare how this is impacting us today. 

 

The group had a larger discussion on getting information into MN Connect and the challenges 

this has presented. They are mainly looking for articles announcing events and less story-based 

articles. We talked about possible ways to get the history stories out there. We currently have a 

Facebook page that could be used more and maybe we could do a blog that would allow us to 

highlight more in-depth history pieces. Heidi does a piece of Minnesota Methodist history at 

each staff meeting and this would be great to make into a Facebook post for a wider audience. 

Heidi will see if she can connect with Christa and/or Karla about possible ways we can get 

information out to individuals and just share events when we have them in MN Connect.  

 

Local churches recording histories -  

We talked about trying to encourage churches to preserve some of their virtual services and 

include them in their church records. Mary pointed out that long-term preservation of video can 

be difficult since formats change and become obsolete. Thelma suggested Heidi contact Mark 

Shenise, Associate Archivist at the GCAH, and see if he has any recommendation for the 

preservation of video files. Mary also pointed out they should document what they have been 

doing through photographs because they can tell just as much of the story as anything else. Heidi 

will try and write up something for MN Connect to help provide some direction to churches on 

what to maintain (i.e. sampling of recorded services and electronic newsletters) and how to 

maintain it.  
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Historic sites: 

First Site of Hamline University (First UMC – Red Wing) – David L. was recently past First 

UMC and everything looks fine. 

 

No other sites were visited, but David W. encouraged us to stop by the sites when we are out and 

about this spring and summer. 

 

We have not received any new applications for historical sites. 

 

Significant Anniversaries of MAC – None were noted. 

 

Annual Conference Historian – Thelma provided a little update on Old Salem Shrine 

Committee. Old Salem is the only Historic Site the MAC owns. Jill Lewis, the group’s long-time 

president passed away in June 2020 and her daughter is secretary for the group and a new 

president has replaced Jill. They are working to create a digital file that lays out the history of 

Old Salem. The information was originally on a DVD without an existing digital file, so the 

information is going to rekeyed and will be saved in a digital format. Thelma would also like to 

see them form a cemetery association since they have an active cemetery, but this will not be 

done immediately. They are also hoping to host their annual Founder’s Day Event this June. 

 

Thelma also talked about the Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Minnesota-United-

Methodist-Historic-Sites-and-Interesting-Places-728033003916218/  and what more we could do 

with this. Heidi and Thelma have been posting, but posts are not getting a ton of likes. We need 

to continue to post and maybe more frequently. This is a good way for us to share some of our 

stories. 

 

Secretary of Memoirs – David has completed the memoirs for the 2020 Annual Conference 

Journal that was just published. He has started working on the memoirs for this year. He 

expressed how much he enjoys doing this and does not plan to retire from it any time soon. 

 

Local Church Anniversaries – Randy shared that he sent out letters to Grace in Fergus Falls 

and Montevideo for their upcoming anniversaries. He also shared the letters with us via email. 

Randy said that he used Thelma’s “Planting Methodist Roots in MN” to help determine 

anniversaries.  

 

 Conference Archives – Heidi reported that she recently got new shelving for the archive’s new 

storage space. She is also working on a grant application from the MNHS to get the journals 

digitized. The digitized journals will make it easier for others to use them for research, and also 

preserve some of the journals in tougher shape. She is also continuing to work on Koronis 

Ministries records, and she has only about 20 or so boxes to get through. The number of research 

requests has been steady in January and February. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Minnesota-United-Methodist-Historic-Sites-and-Interesting-Places-728033003916218/
https://www.facebook.com/Minnesota-United-Methodist-Historic-Sites-and-Interesting-Places-728033003916218/
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List of Active Fellowships of UM Historical Sites – There is nothing new to report on this. 

Thelma will likely be taking a closer look at this project in the coming weeks. 

 

David L. will follow up with the planners for the NCJ Convocation in July 2021 in Iron Mt., MI. 

Once we know if it will be held, we will need to appoint two individuals to attend. David L. has 

been elected secretary so he will be attending. 

 

It is still not clear that the 2021 General Conference will be happening, but we hope to learn 

more in the coming months. 

 

David W. will work on compiling the Annual Report for MAC and NCJ CAH. He will share 

what he puts together with all of us. 

 

All current CAH members indicated they plan to continue serving and David W. will add Kevin 

Gregory as a member to the Annual Report for MAC.  

 

The next meeting is on May11, 2021. Heidi will send out the meeting link and items closer to the 

meeting. The following meeting is in September, but the date will depend on whether the 

General Conference is held. 

 

We will try to do the next meeting via Zoom. David W. will create the meeting in Zoom and 

send the link to Heidi to share. 

 

Adjourned 

 


