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November 10, 2020 

 

Minutes 

 

Attending: David Werner, Thelma Boeder, David Laechel, Hilda Parks, Dan Foster, Judith 

Clark, Randy Koppen, Mary Bakeman, Marybeth Nelson, and Heidi Heller 

Invited guest: Kevin Gregory 

 

All members provided a brief update on their past few months. We also welcomed Kevin 

Gregory to our meeting. He is joining us today to consider if he would like to join the CAH. 

 

Hilda led a short devotion and reflected on how the pandemic is changing how faith communities 

connect and shared that history shows that the church goes through a major upheaval every 500 

years. She questioned if we are in another period of upheaval and asked how this impacts our 

work in gathering and maintaining UMC history. Hilda then shared a verse from Isaiah that 

states only God can tell us what is to come and we need to look to that now. 

 

The minutes of September 8, 2020 were approved. 

 

MN Connect article ideas: 

Winter – Initially the plan was to do something on the Ottawa steeple and the celebration for 

that, but it has been postponed until spring. It was suggested that maybe we do a story about the 

historic sites having to put off their holiday services due to the pandemic. Thelma will put 

together information on sites not holding services this year and Heidi will write something up. 

David W. reflected how the first Christmas was much different than other years, similar to what 

we are experiencing this year.  

 

Spring/Summer– Hilda will share something on the Ottawa celebration for the new steeple. 

David L. will share the invitation to the NCJ CAH in Iron Mt., MI in July 2021. 

 

Local churches recording histories - It was discussed what more we could do to help local 

churches with recording their histories. Heidi stated that she is aware that some are taking part in 

the GCAH church history classes and they have shared positive feedback about the classes with 

her. Randy suggested we use this feedback to help promote the course if it is taught again next 

fall. 

 

We also discussed the need to ensure that the various digital content being created during this 

time is being preserved somehow. Heidi suggested that this might make a good MN Connect 

article to help provide some direction to churches on what to maintain (i.e. sampling of recorded 

services and electronic newsletters) and how to maintain it. She will write something up and 

submit it to Christa and Karla. 

 

 

 



Historic sites: 

Ottawa – Hilda recently visited the site and sent Heidi a photo of the new steeple on the church. 

Heidi passed the image along to the entire CAH. LeSueur County Historical Society is doing an 

article on churches in the county and Hilda may direct them to Heidi for more information on 

UMC churches. 

 

Old Salem – Thelma shared they have canceled their Epiphany service this year due to the 

pandemic. They may hold a service on Facebook. 

 

Lenora – They also have planned to cancel their holiday services this year because of the 

pandemic. 

 

First Finnish Group -Thelma recently talked with Natalie at the Hinckley Fire Museum. She had 

been out past the site recently and let Thelma know the marker was ok. 

 

Jacob Fahlstrom’s Grave – Thelma visited the site recently and it is looking good. 

 

Wesley UMC – David W. shared that the new congregation using the building has made some 

changes like taking out the organ, but the organ pipes are still there. 

 

Olivet UMC – David W. has been talking with them related to the potential split in the church, 

but nothing directly related to their site. 

 

We have not received any new applications for historical sites. 

 

Significant Anniversaries of MAC – In 2024, it is the 100th anniversary of the merger of the 

Evangelical Association of North America and the United Evangelical Church to form the 

Evangelical Church. We will want to keep this date on our radar. 

 

Annual Conference Historian - Thelma has been awarded the 2020 Ministry of Memories 

award by the Historical Society of the UMC. To congratulate her, Randy arranged to have 

flowers delivered from the CAH during our meeting. The award will be presented over Zoom at 

the Historical Society of the UMC’s Annual Meeting on November 21. CAH members were 

encouraged to attend if we can. A huge congratulations to Thelma for all her years of hard work 

and dedication to the Annual Conference, CAH, GCAH, and the Historical Society of the UMC! 

 

Thelma shared that she is continuing to post images to the “MN UM Historic Sites and 

Interesting Places” page on Facebook. She encouraged everyone to check it out and like the page 

if they haven’t. She has several items she will be posting in the weeks ahead and Heidi will also 

try and post a few items that she comes across. 

 

Secretary of Memoirs – David has completed the memoirs for this past year and they were in 

the 2020 Annual Conference Journal that was just published. He has started working on the 

memoirs for this year. 

 



Local Church Anniversaries - The only local church anniversary we are aware of at the 

moment is First UMC in Windom, they will be celebrating the 150th anniversary in July 2021. 

Randy wondered if Thelma’s documenting “Planting Methodist Roots in MN” could help 

determine anniversaries. The only challenge with that would be if a church has chosen a 

founding date different than the one in the document. 

 

 Conference Archives – Heidi is working on a collection of over 100 boxes that came from 

Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds in March, as well as a few other small collections that have 

come in. She also finished up the Emergency Preparedness Plan for the archives. October 22 was 

Heidi’s 1st anniversary with the MAC. In the first year, in addition to processing collections and 

becoming familiar with the archives, she also answered 137 research requests, which included 30 

phone calls, 75 emails, and 32 staff inquires. She is also starting to work on gathering 

information for an MNHS Legacy Grant to hopefully get the Annual Conference Journals 

digitized. 

 

Heidi forgot to mention in the meeting, but the records for the closed church of Emmanuel UMC, 

Worthington will be coming to the archives. Red Rock UMC records appear to have gone to 

Jeffers along with their membership books.  

 

UM Historical Society – The UM Historical Society of MN has officially disbanded. Hilda 

closed out the bank account and sent the funds to the Conference Office. Heidi has gotten the 

final bank statement and will hang onto it until Hilda gets other records from the group to her. 

 

List of Active Fellowships of UM Historical Sites – Thelma suggested that we possibly ask 

churches to share if they have cemetery associations so we have a better list of who has them. 

Heidi and Thelma will work on putting out an appeal in the MN Bulletin to ask churches to let us 

know if they have cemetery associations.  

 

David L. reported that the NCJ Convocation is still anticipated for July 2021 in Iron Mt., MI. 

Once we know if it will be held, we will need to appoint two individuals to attend. 

 

Thelma will look at planning an informal gathering for archivists and historians once we are 

closer to General Conference 2021 and if it happens. 

 

The 2021 Annual Conference has been set for June 22-24 in St. Cloud. We anticipate that it will 

take place in person and if it does Heidi will work on a display for the Ministry Fair. 

 

David W. extended an invitation to Kevin Gregory to join the CAH. He also let current members 

know that if they do not plan to continue serving to please let him know. He assumes everyone 

will continue unless otherwise told differently. 

 

The next meeting is on February 9, 2021. Heidi will send out the meeting link and items closer to 

the meeting. The following meeting is on May 11th. 

 

Adjourned 

 


