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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, A 
MINNESOTA NON PROFIT CORPORATION 

AND 

CONFERENCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

October 8, 2019  
Minnesota Church Center 

122 W. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55404 

10:00 a.m. Approved Meeting Minutes 

The Book of Discipline provides that the members of the Conference Board of Trustees also 
constitute the members of the Board of Directors of the Conference, which is incorporated 
as a Minnesota non-profit corporation. Some actions taken at board meetings are corporate 
in nature and some are not. For purposes of simplicity and the convenience of participants, 
the boards conduct business using Conference terminology throughout, e.g. trustees, 
chancellor, etc. it being intended and understood that all actions involving the corporation 
are taken by the corporation Board of Directors and other actions are taken by the 
Conference Board of Trustees. Conference terms used in the minutes refer to directors, 
corporate counsel etc. when corporate action is involved.  
 
Trustees attending: Donna Dempewolf, Jeffrey Larson, John Larson, Rachel Morey, Paul 
Olberding, Gordon Orde, Barton Seebach, Barry Schaub, and Kandis Will. 

Trustees absent: Dave Feerhusen, Shirley Dubuque, Tami Luckhardt and Craig Haberman. 

Others attending Barb Brower, Director of Finance and Administration.  

OPENING MATTERS: 
Rachel Morey opened the meeting at 10:07am with a prayer for the international general 
church.   
 
Several items were added to the agenda including Koronis Tabernacle, Star Lake and the 
historical preservation of church buildings.  Donna Dempewolf made a motion to approve 
the agenda as amended. Jeffrey Larson second. The agenda was approved as amended. 
 
Revisions to the August 27 minutes were requested and the minutes were tabled until the 
November meeting. 
 
Barb Brower gave the report of the Treasurer with focus on apportionment receipts.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: Rachel Morey explained the request from Hamline University to amend their 
articles of incorporation regarding how Hamline University would nominate and elect their 
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Board of Directors.  Rachel noted that the percentage of UMC members represented would 
not change only the approval process.  Rachel explained that once the Conference Board of 
Trustees approves, this would then become a joint proposal from our Board of Trustees and 
the Hamline Board of Trustees to our Annual Conference in June removing the Minnesota 
Annual Conference as a member from the Hamline Articles of Incorporation. Donna 
Dempewolf made a motion to endorse this co-proposal to go to the floor of the Minnesota 
Annual Conference in June 2020.  Bart Seebach second.  Motion approved. 
 
Barb Brower explained the Embrace Church and parsonage usage agreements are up for 
renewal.  These agreements have been in place and renewed for the past 4-years.  Rachel 
Morey gave the background on the St. Croix Embrace Campus, one of four campuses of 
Embrace Dakotas.  The Trustees had a number of questions on the agreement and agreed 
to table this renewal until the November meeting and invite the Area Director of New Church 
Development to the meeting to discuss the church and activities. 
 
OLD/CONTINUING BUSINESS:  
Bart Seebach provided background on the process and agreements developed by the 
Bishop’s Disaffiliation Task Force. The disaffiliation process voted on at GC2019 allowed local 
churches to leave the denomination with their property if they met certain criteria (2-years 
of apportionment payments and payment of pro-rata share of pension liability) through a 
Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to paragraph 2553 of The Book of Discipline. The vote to 
approve this has been legally challenged with the outcome or how the process may change 
unknown.  Bart noted that the District Superintendents would lead the process and that 
this process is still being shaped.  However, the trustees would be involved in the property 
discussions generated from this process.  
 
Under the current process, the Conference Board of Trustees and the local church Board of 
Trustees have 120 days after the process begins to work out the valuation.   A key concern 
is how to value the church property in a way that is gracious and fair.  Some conferences are 
using a percentage of the property while others are not.  This cost would be in addition to 
the pro-rata share of the pension liability and apportionment payments.   
 
Bart asked the Trustees to appoint a few people to work on this document to help clarify 
issues such as sustainability, location and value. Bart would like to have the task force 
complete a revised document by the next Disaffiliation Task Force meeting on November 20.  
Volunteers for the task force are Paul Olberding, Barry Schaub, and John Larson. 
 
Barb Brower presented information from Granite City Realty on the Sartell property.  A 
certain party is interested in a portion of the property but is offering a lower than expected 
price per square foot.  Jeffrey Larson agreed to visit the area and meet with city developers 
prior to the next meeting. 
 
At 1:00pm Jeffrey Larson made a motion to go into Executive Session.  Kandis Will second.  
The board went into Executive Session.  Bart Seebach made a motion to go out of Executive 
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Session.  Jeffrey Larson second.  The board moved out of Executive Session at 1:15pm. 
 
Rachel Morey moved the board to the Koronis Tabernacle discussion.  Barb Brower 
apologized that the construction cash flow for the Koronis Tabernacle was not available for 
this meeting but will be available at the November meeting.  Barry Schaub noted that he 
had read the contracts in our drop box but suggests that any contract changes be available 
for review along with the timeline and cash flow in our drop box. Barry also suggested that 
either Keith Shew or Dan Ziegler attend the November meeting to explain the construction 
timeline and cash flows.  
 
Bart Seebach gave an update on the Star Lake conservation easement process.  The 
Minnesota Land Trust has had their second appraisal and we are now waiting on the DNR 
second appraisal.  The Minnesota Land Trust second appraisal came in close to if not a bit 
above the first appraisal.  Bart noted that the Minnesota Land Trust still has the funds 
available for this project. 
 
Barb Brower gave an update on a meeting with Rebekah Coffman regarding the historical 
preservation of buildings.  The Trustees agreed that this was a valuable tool for the District 
Superintendents 
 
Kandis Will made a motion to move into executive session.  Barry Schaub second.  The 
board went into executive session at 1:45pm. Bart Seebach made a motion to leave the 
executive session.  Jeffrey Larson second.  The Board left executive session at 1:55pm.  
 
Rachael Morey explained that she has a conflict of interest related to the negotiation of the 
office lease with the Minnesota Church Center so she left the meeting at 2:00pm.  Bart 
Seebach reported that John Mitchem, chair of CFA, had asked him to allow CFA to take up 
the lease negotiation as it is a financial and CFA matter.  Jeffrey Larson stated that it was 
also a contract matter that according to The Book of Discipline was under the purview of the 
Board of Trustees.  Barb Brower explained that new terms had been offered by the 
Minnesota Church Center.   
 
Bart Seebach made a motion that The Board of Trustees, upon review of a 9/17/2019 letter 
from Mr. Swanson of the Minnesota Council of Churches and the 2019 rental rates document 
also from Minnesota Council of Churches, the Trustees request a joint meeting between 
knowledgeable representatives of the Trustees, CFA, and Cindy Gregorson to discuss 
negotiation of the leases under discussion.  The Trustees approve Jeffrey Larson, Vice Chair, 
who is an expert on commercial leasing, to be our representative to this meeting.  The 
Trustees are concerned the proposed lease appears to be well above market rate and is not 
accurately described by the Minnesota Council of Churches. John Larson second.  Motion 
approved. 
 
Being no further business Barry Schaub made a motion to adjourn at 2:35pm.  Kandis Will 
second.  Being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:35pm. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
Barbara Brower 


