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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, A 

MINNESOTA NON PROFIT CORPORATION 

AND 

CONFERENCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

July 16, 2019 via Conference Call 

Minnesota Church Center 

122 W. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55404 

10:00 a.m. Approved Meeting Minutes 

The Book of Discipline provides that the members of the Conference Board of Trustees also 

constitute the members of the Board of Directors of the Conference, which is incorporated as 

a Minnesota non-profit corporation. Some actions taken at board meetings are corporate in 

nature and some are not. For purposes of simplicity and the convenience of participants, the 

boards conduct business using Conference terminology throughout, e.g. trustees, chancellor, 

etc. it being intended and understood that all actions involving the corporation are taken by 

the corporation Board of Directors and other actions are taken by the Conference Board of 

Trustees. Conference terms used in the minutes refer to directors, corporate counsel etc. 

when corporate action is involved.  

 

Trustees attending: Donna Dempewolf, Dave Feerhusen, Craig Haberman, Jeffrey Larson, John 

Larson, Paul Olberding, Gordon Orde, Barton Seebach, Barry Schaub, and Kandis Will. 

Trustees absent: Shirley Dubuque, Tami Luckhardt, and Rachel Morey. 

Others attending Barb Brower, Director of Finance and Administration.  

OPENING MATTERS: 

Jeffrey Larson opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. with two additions to the agenda:  Update on 

the Joyce Church closing and Decision Hills Phase 1. Craig Haberman second. The agenda was 

approved with those additions. 

 

Gordon Orde made a motion to approve the minutes and Executive Session minutes of the May 

14, 2019 meeting. Craig Haberman second. Motion approved. 

  

Barb Brower gave the report of the Treasurer.  

 

PROPERTY REPORT: Jeffrey Larson reported that the Joyce Church property closed on June 19, 

2019.  Jeffrey also reported that Open Door Christian Church has completed payment on Phase 

1 of Decision Hills and that our Chancellor was working on the title transfer. The board thanked 

Jeffrey Larson for his work on Joyce Church and Decision Hills.  
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Bart Seebach gave an update on the Star Lake Conservation Easement proposal from the 

Minnesota Land Trust.  Both the Minnesota Land Trust and the Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) appraised the property.  These appraisals came in significantly different from 

each other in price.  Because of that, the State of Minnesota requires both the Minnesota Land 

Trust and DNR to appraise the property again, both with different appraisers.  This could extend 

the closing by 4-5 months.  However, the issue discussed at our last meeting, regarding the 

boundary and high water mark was corrected through our title insurance. 

 

Craig Haberman made a motion to move into Executive Session. Gordon Orde second. The Board 

went into Executive Session at 10:30 am.  John Larson made a motion to move out of Executive 

Session.  Bart Seebach second.  The Board left Executive Session at 10:50 am. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Bart Seebach gave an overview of the Disaffiliation Task Force.  This task force, created by the 

Bishop, is comprised of a cross-functional team from relevant ministry and administrative areas 

who would be responsible for disaffiliation discussions as a consequence of the GC2019 decision. 

Rachel Morey and Bart Seebach are the Board of Trustee representatives.  Other team members 

include representation from the Council on Finance and Administration, Board of Ordained 

Ministry, Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits and the Cabinet.  The team has met 

once to date.      

 

The broader question is will our Annual Conference depart from the greater denomination as 

some Annual Conferences are considering?  In the event of a local church disaffiliation, the 

District Superintendent would work with the local church and Annual Conference Board of 

Trustees to develop the disaffiliation agreement. 

 

Craig Haberman gave an overview of the CROSS Team, a group of representatives from BOT, CFA, 

and CBOPHB who are meeting to determine if the CBOPHB should separately incorporate their 

assets from the conference or create an irrevocable trust as some annual conferences have done. 

 

Barb Brower provided background on the Le Center Church.  The Le Center church is closing and 

their District Superintendent, Fred Vanderwerf has contacted neighboring Methodist 

congregations and they do not want the church building.  The charge conference would like to 

sell the property to another Christian church/denomination, Nueva Jerusalem for $10,000 

contract for deed.  Dave Feerhusen made a motion to approve this sale of the Le Center Church 

building to Nueva Jerusalem.  Craig Haberman second.  Motion approved.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Barb Brower will review the 2019/2020 meeting dates with Rachel Morey and send them out to 

the group by email. The board determined that our next meeting is August 27 at 10am. Being no 

further business the meeting adjourned at 11:33am.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Barbara Brower 


