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The Book of Discipline provides that the members of the Conference Board of Trustees 

also constitute the members of the Board of Directors of the Conference, which is 

incorporated as a Minnesota non-profit corporation. Some actions taken at board 

meetings are corporate in nature and some are not. For purposes of simplicity and the 

convenience of participants, the boards conduct business using Conference terminology 

throughout, e.g., trustees, chancellor, etc. it being intended and understood that all 

actions involving the corporation are taken by the corporation Board of Directors and 

other actions are taken by the Conference Board of Trustees. Conference terms used in 

the minutes refer to directors, corporate counsel etc. when corporate action is involved.  

 

Trustees attending: Rachel Morey, Craig Haberman, Barry Schaub, Kandis Will, Jeff Ozanne, 

David Feerhusen, Paul Olberding, John Larson, Gordon Orde, Craig Miller, Donna 

Dempewolf, Amanda Lunemann 

Trustees absent: Amy Jo Bur and Brian Frank 

Others attending: Walker Brault, Conference Administrative Assistant; Barb Brower, 

Director of Finance and Administration; Cindy Gregorson, Director of Connectional 

Ministries; Bart Seebach, Associate Chancellor 

Guests attending: Dan Ziegler, Keith Shew 

 

I. A. Call to Order 

Rachel Morey did a rollcall and called the meeting to order at 10:04. She acknowledged 

the sabbaths many Board members were observing. 

 

I. B. Prayer for the International General Church 



Rachel noted many things that were weighing on board members, both items for 

consideration later in this meeting as well as world events. She led the meeting in prayer. 

 

I. C. Adoption of Agenda 

John Larson moved to adopt the agenda. Gordon Orde seconded. Barry clarified that it 

was only the agenda that was being voted on. The motion passed by voice vote. 

 

I. D. Approval of Consent Agenda 

Barry offered the following changes to the 5/12/22 minutes. Additions are underlined, 

removals are struck through: 

There are also being some considerations for total cost and some items are 

needing to be removed from this the initial build. The total building construction 

expenses are expected to slide up to $4,600,000 which is about $200,000 more 

than presented in November. The board has previously approved a total 

construction of $4.4 million. 

Gordon Orde moved to approve Camping to approve the increase of the 

contracted construction amount up-to a maximum of $4.6 million. 

Barry Schaub moved to remove the minutes of the immediate past meeting to be 

amended and considered at the next meeting. John seconded. Motion passed by voice 

vote. 

John Larson moved to approve the executive session minutes. Barry Schaub seconded. 

Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

I. E. Report of the President 

Rachel Morey provided an update on disaffiliating churches. She read updates that the 

three churches had emailed to Rachel. She noted that Bart Seebach has been working 

with the churches on legal paperwork. Bart noted the timeline of items that are out of the 

hands of the disaffiliating churches and Board of Trustees. Cindy Gregorson noted that DS 

Fred Vanderwerf and conference staff member Susan Nienaber were hosting an 

informational meeting later in the day. Unfunded pension liabilities are not going to be 

shared until the new figures are received from Wespath in the fall. 

 

I. F. Report of the Treasurer 

Barb Brower noted that the written report was available in Dropbox. She also 



acknowledged the current state of the stock market and receipt rate of apportionments. 

She noted that the Board of Pensions has hired Jim Nienaber as Conference Benefits 

Officer from which Jean Edin is retiring from in the fall. Jim started on July 5 for onboarding 

and transition.  Gordon Orde inquired about two items noted in the written report. Barb 

provided clarification about those items.  

 

I. G. Orientation 

Rachel Morey asked everyone to review the board code of conduct and conflict of interest 

form. She noted the use of Dropbox by the Board and the expectation that members 

review documents prior to meetings. Rachel noted the requirements for the Board 

membership composition. She introduced Jeff Ozanne as a new member.  

 

II. G. Cynthia Cone and Frank Miller possible gift of land to Northern Pines 

Keith Shew noted the previous conversation with the Egloff family about property. 

Camping has since been contacted by a cousin of the previous owners of the land that 

had been purchased. They are interested in gifting the land to the Northern Pines camp. 

Keith noted that this will be a full gift rather than a purchase below market value as the 

Egloff property had been, but they are asking for an easement to access their lake shore 

property that they would retain. Rachel asked Bart Seebach of the importance of his 

inclusion on a taskforce to receive the property. Bart noted that it would be beneficial to 

be included on the taskforce especially with an easement involved. Rachel asked if a team 

could be formed of Keith, Bart, and a board member to work out details and bring a 

proposal to the Board for approval. John Larson volunteered to be on the taskforce. 

Kandis Will moved to approve the task force consisting of Bart Seebach, Keith Shew, and 

John Larson to bring a proposal back to the Board related to this proposed gift. Gordon 

seconded. Barry Schaub inquired about the parcels that were going to be included. Keith 

noted that parcels G, H, and J. The parcels marked in purple were previously purchased by 

the Board. Motion passed by voice vote. 

 

III. A. Koronis Tabernacle Construction Update 

Keith Shew and Dan Ziegler provided construction and budgetary updates. Dan noted 

that it is taking a significant amount of his time. The project should be substantially 

completed in 6-8 weeks. Supply issues (a sprinkler system pump), handicap parking 

access, and inspections may create issues with meeting this deadline. Camping is planning 

a dedication for September 4, though it hasn’t been published publicly. Camping may 

move it one week later, but consideration must be made with the Bishop’s calendar. Much 



of the work since the last update has been behind the scenes so there are fewer pictures 

to include for this meeting. Dan noted that the Donlar guaranteed maximum price has 

not changed (approximately $4.4 million), but approved and pending change orders will 

bring the project over this maximum. Much of the formal contingency has been utilized 

and approximately $87,000 remains in internal contingency. The total building expense is 

expected to meet the previously approved $4.6 million total. An additional external 

expense of Fiber Optic & Wi-Fi has been added. Dan and Keith noted gifts that have come 

in and been promised towards the project. Barry Schaub noted that construction is 

generally difficult at this time given current supply chain issues. No action was needed by 

the Board. 

 

III. B. Koronis Cottage Lease Renewals 

Dan Ziegler provided background on the need for cottage leases. Seven years ago, these 

leases were restructured to make them more current and relevant. This is the last year of 

those renewed leases. The leases have been reviewed with the rate being the most 

significant change. The new rate will be $850 per year. This is due to a new tax for 

treatment of invasive species and general inflationary pressures. Bart inquired of the 

ability to increase the assessment to leases based on future changes to the assessment 

given to the camp. At this time the assessment is only addressed internally and not in the 

lease terms. Paul Olberding suggested that this be enumerated in the lease to retain 

flexibility for future years. This was generally agreed to. Craig inquired about expectations 

around cabin upkeep. The language included in the lease was shared. Unanimous consent 

was given for Dan Ziegler, Barb Brower, Bart Seebach, and Keith Shew to continue work 

and bring a final proposal to the next meeting for approval. 

 

II. A. Election of Officers 

Rachel Morey noted the previous officers for the last year. She opened the floor for 

nominations for the vacant vice-chair position. Barry Schaub nominated himself. No other 

nominations were received. The Board approved the nomination by voice vote. 

 

II. B. Beverley M Lloyd Bequest to St. Croix Valley 

Barb Brower provided background on Beverley Lloyd. She was a member of St. Croix Valley 

which closed. The property was transferred to the church on the closure and subsequently 

transferred to Embrace Church earlier this year. Beverley was a member of Embrace at the 

time of her death. Rachel clarified the needed motion. 

John Larson moved that the Annual Conference does not have an interest in the bequest 



and that it is properly given to Embrace. Amanda Lunemann seconded. Barry Schaub 

inquired about the process given that St Croix Valley has closed and whether the legal 

entity also has ceased to exist. Bart Seebach provided information on the legal process. 

Notice was given to both Embrace Church and the Annual Conference. Bart has not had 

a conversation with the representative. Bart clarified what action has been taken by the 

court. There have been no decisions by the court as to who should receive the gift. He 

noted that distribution would not be expected for at least 6 to 8 months. The Annual 

Conference is the legal successor of St. Croix Valley given the trust clause. Legally The 

Annual Conference has a stronger claim than Embrace Church. Bart asked that the motion 

be amended that the Conference defer interest to Embrace. John accepted this motion.  

As amended the motion reads: 

If the personal representative determines that the gift of the 3M stock is 

appropriately given to the Minnesota Annual Conference that the Minnesota 

Annual Conference decline the gift in interest of Embrace Church being the 

recipient. 

Rachel Morey and Cindy Gregorson noted the differences between legal succession and 

the continued mission and ministry between the closed church and Embrace Church. Jeff 

Ozanne asked about needing to talk to the family and/or representative before making 

any motion by the Board. Bart has suggested to Austin Walker, pastor of Embrace, that he 

make contact with the family and initiate that conversation. Bart could contact the 

attorney but not the family directly. Bart has sent a letter to the attorney regarding who 

should receive the gift. Bart can only properly contact the attorney, though a member of 

the Board or of Embrace Church could reach out to the representative. Donna expressed 

interest in having a representative of the Annual Conference initiate conversation rather 

than relying on Embrace Church to do so. Rachel volunteered to reach out with Bart 

assisting on getting contact information. Gordon inquired about this needing to wait for 

approval. Rachel noted that with the qualifications the motion is properly before the 

Board. Bart noted that there may need to be a formal motion of the Board’s intent. The 

motion passed by voice vote.  

 

II. C. Review of BOT Properties and Property Guiding Principles 

Rachel Morey and Barb Brower noted that these were provided for information and that 

members should review them on their own time. 

 

II. A. Election of Officers (Revisited) 

Bart Seebach noted that election of a team to work on the Star Lake lease had not been 

completed. Craig Haberman and Paul Olberding volunteered to be on the team. Barb 



Brower and Bart Seebach will also serve. 

John Larson moved the creation of the team comprised of the aforementioned members. 

Donna Dempewolf seconded. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

II. D. Sunrise UMC Mounds View property transfer and refinance 

Rachel Morey provided background including the closure of Sunrise UMC and the 

continuation of the daycare that was using the space. Barb Brower noted the loans that 

were in existence at the close of Sunrise UMC. The interfaith credit union loan needs to 

be transferred to the Annual Conference as the legal owners of the property. Barb noted 

that there was significant maintenance that needed to be done on the property which 

may need to be included in the loan. The cabinet is the entity tasked with deciding what 

to do with the building. The loan would be financed through rental income. Cindy 

Gregorson noted that there was not a unified Conference policy about what property to 

hold and how long to hold such property. Craig Haberman inquired about an audit being 

done on the rest of the building and if additional repairs will come to light. Barb noted 

recent repairs that had been completed and that the expectation that there will not be 

additional significant repairs needed in the immediate future. Jeff Ozanne inquired about 

risks related to the loan. Barb noted that emergency funds would likely come from capital 

facilities or the property fund of the Board of Trustees should the conference need to fund 

the loan. 

Jeff Ozanne moved the approval of the full amount of the loan (approximately $430,000). 

John Larson seconded. Jeff spoke to the motion noting the small risk, high chance of 

recouping costs given the value of the property and the ministries that are enabled 

through this property.  

Rachel handed chair of the meeting to Barry to attend to a personal matter.  

Barb and John discussed the various items included in the loan and funding sources. Paul 

noted the typical practice that commercial loans typically don’t have a fixed rate beyond 

5 years. Barb noted that there would likely need to be a refinance done in the future. Barb 

noted urgency was desired by the daycare so that improvements could be done allowing 

them to open additional space for their use. Paul noted his interest to prepay the loan 

given the expected lifetime of some of the improvements. Dave Feerhusen inquired how 

long the daycare was willing to sign a lease for. Barb noted that a lease would need to be 

created. There is not a current lease – Sunrise Church did not develop a lease with the 

daycare as it was a mission of their church. This would be another project that Barb and 

Bart would need to work on. The vision of the daycare is to grow and be able to take over 

the building. Kandis inquired about the immediate need for repairs, Barb noted that there 

would be significant challenges to building use if the boiler were not repaired. Bart noted 



the continuing need to finish straightening out the title and handling leases. Paul 

proposed to amend the existing motion that any details related to these projects, their 

finances, title agreements, and lease agreements be handled by the executive team and 

be resolved by vote of the executive team. Jeff accepted the amendment. John Larson 

seconded. The amendment was approved by voice vote. There was no further discussion 

on the main motion. Motion passed by voice vote.  

As approved the motion reads: 

The Board approve the completion of the maintenance projects with financing 

provided through the primary loan of approximately $430,000 with any details 

related to these projects, their finances, transfer of title, and lease agreements be 

handled by the executive team and be resolved by vote thereof.  

 

II. E. Blooming Prairie Update 

Rachel Morey returned to the meeting and retook the chair. Bart Seebach provided an 

update on the Blooming Prairie property. Bart has communicated with the attorney but 

has not received a response. There is no further action needed by the Board at this time.  

 

II. F. Renewal of $250,000 line of credit 

Paul Olberding moved the renew the line of credit up to $250,000. Gordon Orde seconded. 

Paul asked the necessity of the line of credit given the current value of liquid funds and 

any costs incurred related to the availability of the line without drawing any funds from it. 

Barb Brower noted that there had been a small fee of $100 while the line of credit was 

financed through Wells Fargo. There may be a similar small fee but no significant cost to 

retaining the line of credit. Barb will check on this. There was discussion of there being 

Conference policy requiring the line of credit but no confirmation thereof. Barb noted that 

the Board would need to approve utilization of any of these funds. John Larson suggested 

amending the motion to qualify that there be no fee associated to the line of credit. Paul 

amended his motion that the line of credit be renewed upon condition that fees do not 

exceed $100. Gordon noted his approval as seconder of the original motion. Motion 

passed by voice vote.  

As approved the motion reads: 

The Board authorizes the renewal of the line of credit up to $250,000 provided that 

related annual fees do not exceed $100.  

 

III. C. Lake City County Line Cemetery 



Paul Olberding inquired if this needed to be handled in closed session. Rachel noted that 

it did not, the board was only looking for an individual to represent conference interests 

on this. There was discussion of previous work related to this property. A general plan for 

maintenance should be developed. Paul inquired about the possibility of state trust funds 

available for the project. Bart will research more about obligations and other options. The 

Board will revisit it in future meetings. 

 

III. D. Sartell Property 

Barb Brower noted that Paul Marzahn has a contact that might be interested in the 

property. There has been previous discussion about a former board member being 

interested in the property. Paul Olberding suggested that national firms be notified as well 

if they might have any proposals. Barry Schaub suggested that the board might add 

qualifications to the RFP. Craig Haberman moved that the executive team develop a 

request for proposals for the property including any potential qualifications. Kandis 

Seconded. Motion approved by voice vote. 

 

Executive Session 

Kandis Will moved to enter closed session. Paul Olberding seconded. Motion approved 

by voice vote.  

Paul Olberding moved to end closed session. Jeff Ozanne seconded. Motion approved by 

voice vote. 

 

III. F. Review Investments and Fund Report 

Barb Brower noted the documents were in Dropbox. Members should review them on 

their own time. 

 

III. G. Future Meeting Dates 

Rachel Morey noted that dates were provided in the agenda. Those who are not able to 

attend meetings were asked to notify either Rachel or Barb. 

 

IV.  Adjournment 

Rachel Morey adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 12:57 pm. 


