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The Book of Discipline provides that the members of the Conference Board of Trustees 

also constitute the members of the Board of Directors of the Conference, which is 

incorporated as a Minnesota non-profit corporation. Some actions taken at board 

meetings are corporate in nature and some are not. For purposes of simplicity and the 

convenience of participants, the boards conduct business using Conference terminology 

throughout, e.g. trustees, chancellor, etc. it being intended and understood that all actions 

involving the corporation are taken by the corporation Board of Directors and other 

actions are taken by the Conference Board of Trustees. Conference terms used in the 

minutes refer to directors, corporate counsel etc. when corporate action is involved.  

 

 

Trustees attending: Craig Haberman, Rachel Morey, John Larson, Amy Jo Bur, Brian Frank, 

Dave Feerhusen, Barry Schaub, Kandis Will, Gordon Orde, Jeffrey Larson, Donna 

Dempewolf, Amanda Lunemann, Craig Miller and Paul Olberding 

Trustees absent:  

Others attending: Walker Brault, Conference Administrative Assistant; Barb Brower, 

Director of Finance and Administration; Cindy Gregorson, Director of Connectional 

Ministries; Bart Seebach, Associate Chancellor 

Guests attending: Keith Shew, Director of Camping and Retreats; John Mitchem, CFA Chair; 

Dan Ziegler; Sherri Meister 

 

I. A. and B. Call to Order and Devotions and Prayer for the international general church 

Rachel Morey called the meeting to order at 10:01 and shared a devotion with the group. 

She led the group in prayer.  



 

III. B. Embrace Property  

John Mitchem shared that Embrace has met all expectations and that insurance is lined 

up. Originally transfer was going to be April 1. After a conversation with Bart Seebach, 

who is doing some of the legal paperwork, they are recommending the transfer be 

effective May 1. There will be signatures required on two documents.  

Kandis Will moved that The Board of Trustees approve the transfer of property to Embrace 

Church effective May 1 and empower the two officers of the corportion to sign the 

documents as required. Seconded by John Larson. The ministry of Embrace was 

celebrated. This would be a deed to transfer title of the property on both the church 

building and parsonage. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

I. C. Adoption of Agenda 

Rachel Morey noted that III. B. had been addressed. III. A. and II. A. would be moved to 

immediately after the adoption of the minutes to honor the time of joining guests. Kandis 

Will moved to approve the agenda as amended. Jeffrey Larson seconded. Motion passed 

by a unanimous voice vote. 

 

I. D. Approval of Minutes 

There were no questions. John Larson moved to approve the minutes. Jeffrey Larson 

seconded. Motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

 

III. A. Koronis Tabernacle Project Update 

The final permit was received January 4. Significant work has been done already and there 

have been significant yearend financial contributions. Dan Ziegler thanked Barry Schaub 

for his help in the process. The GMP has been increased slightly to about $4.2 million due 

to change orders that were authorized by the board and signed by Barry.  Changes include 

purchase of a dishwasher instead of leasing, changes to windows, etc. Additional 

approved preliminary change orders and pending and projected change orders were 

shared as well. The projected building cost has increased approximately $100,000 since 

the last meeting. The external expenses have not changed significantly. No motions were 

needed related to the building expenses.  

Keith Shew noted that there have not been significant changes to project funding. The 

aforementioned gifts are included in line 15. Funds are being drawn in the order that was 

previously shared. Foundation funds have been affected by market changes. More 



fundraising will be done as the end of the project nears. Additional assets and plans for 

additional funding needs were discussed. Keith noted that summer registrations were 

notably high this year and some of the construction loan could be serviced through 

operating funds. The Camping preferred order of asset use would be fundraising, Koronis 

operating income, Decision Hills contract for deed, Foundation holdings, and reserve 

funds. The Construction Loan is approved, no interest is incurred until funds are drawn. 

Barb Brower will follow up and provide clarity on decision hills contract details. 

 

II. A. Partnership with the Minnesota Methodist Foundation 

Sherri Meister provided background on the Minnesota Methodist Foundation and some 

of the projects they are currently working on. Cindy Gregorson shared about the work she, 

Barb Brower, and Sherri about the partner relationship between the Conference and the 

Foundation. She highlighted the outcomes. The document is a formational document not 

a formal memo of understanding and does not need any action by the board. 

 

I. E. Report of the President 

Rachel Morey ceded her time. 

 

I. F. Report of the Treasurer 

The report is available in Dropbox for review. The Conference Benefits Officer search 

continues.  

 

II. B. Global Methodist Church Launch 

Rachel Morey provided background on the current denominational separation issues. She 

shared the previous work of the Disaffiliation taskforce in response to legislation passed 

at General Conference 2019. The taskforce completed their work, and it was approved by 

the trustees. The Disaffiliation taskforce will meet April 1 in light of the GMC’s 

announcment. The council of Bishops have noted that their commitment to paragraph 

2553 be the primary route for churches while the WCA has been promoting 2548. The 

annual conference will need to vote to approve the path forward that the conference will 

use as there is legislation that has been submitted.  The desire is to bless all churches as 

they make the decisions they need to make. Bart Seebach noted that many churches are 

receiving solicitation from lawyers to sue for separation and that there are churches in 

other conferences that are currently suing for separation. Additionally, there are 

discussions to be had about the future relationship of churches and clergy who will leave 

to the larger projects of the Minnesota Annual Conference.  



 

II. C. Spirit River Foundation 

Barb Brower noted that the Spirit River Foundation is moving in a different direction and 

the foundation will move along with Matthew 25 to Coon Rapids. The Spirit River church 

has voted to discontinue. The board received the report. 

 

II. D. Annual Conference Session Reports 

Amy Jo Bur moved to approve the annual conference report to be given by Rachel Morey 

at Annual Conference Session. Gordon Orde seconded. Motion passed by unanimous 

voice vote. 

 

II. E. Corporate Resolution Allow Signature on Shareholder Services Audit Request 

The auditors would like to confirm some certificates in the Bishop’s office. Shareholder 

Services, who holds the certificates, is requiring a corporate resolution approving the 

sharing of the information with the auditors. Kandis Will moved to approve Barb Brower 

as a signer on these documents as presented. John Larson seconded. Motion passed by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

II. F. 2023 Legal Expense Budget 

Documents were made available prior to the meeting. John Larson moved to approve the 

documents. Paul Olberding seconded. Amy Jo Bur asked if the budget needed to be 

increased pending the separation of the GMC. Barb Brower noted that there was a legal 

reserve of $250,000 and a disaffiliation reserve of $50,000 has also been set aside for this 

express purpose. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Gordon Orde moved to address items III. C and III. D. and closed session. Craig Haberman 

seconded. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Gordon Orde moved to end closed session. John Larson seconded. Motion passed by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

III. E. Update on Office Space 

Rachel Morey recused herself for this item and handed the chair to Jeffrey Larson. Jeffrey 



noted the assistance he has provided to Barb Brower and the building team. Barb provided 

further explanation beyond the previous email that was shared. The building team has 

explored other spaces for the conference office, including commercial retail and local 

church space. There is discussion to be had about if the conference office and the 

foundation need to be located together. Jeffrey has offered to help assist on preparing an 

offer if a location change is desired. Barb and Cindy Gregorson are meeting with the 

Church Center for discussions about renewal of the current lease. There are also 

philosophical discussions to be had about the office location. The conference executive 

team will bring a recommendation to the Board of Trustees for Approval.  

 

III. F. Review Board of Trustee Fund Reports 12/31/2021 

Rachel Morey returned and retook the chair. She invited everyone to review the report in 

Dropbox. There was discussion about the easement funds and its allocation.  

 

John Larson moved that further marketing of the Sartell property be done by the Executive 

team and to authorize them to list the property. Seconded by Donna Dempewolf. There 

was no further discussion. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 

IV. Adjournment 

Rachel Morey thanked the board for their service. Amanda Lunemann moved to adjourn 

the meeting. John Larson seconded. No further discussion. Motion passed by unanimous 

voice vote.  

 

Respectively submitted, 

Walker Brault and Barb Brower 

 


