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The Book of Discipline provides that the members of the Conference Board of Trustees also 

constitute the members of the Board of Directors of the Conference, which is incorporated as 

a Minnesota non-profit corporation. Some actions taken at board meetings are corporate in 

nature and some are not. For purposes of simplicity and the convenience of participants, the 

boards conduct business using Conference terminology throughout, e.g. trustees, chancellor, 

etc. it being intended and understood that all actions involving the corporation are taken by 

the corporation Board of Directors and other actions are taken by the Conference Board of 

Trustees. Conference terms used in the minutes refer to directors, corporate counsel etc. 

when corporate action is involved.  

 

Trustees attending: Shirley Dubuque, Dave Feerhusen, Craig Haberman, Jeffrey Larson, John 

Larson, Rachel Morey, Gordon Orde, Barton Seebach, and Kandis Will. 

Trustees absent: Tami Luckhardt and Barry Schaub 

Others attending Barb Brower, Director of Finance and Administration. Guests included Jean Edin 

for the Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefit asset discussion. 

OPENING MATTERS: 

Rachel Morey opened the meeting at 10:15 a.m. with devotions.  Rachel has requested that we 

add to the agenda, for each time we meet, a prayer for the international general United 

Methodist Church.  

 

Shirley Dubuque made a motion to approve the agenda.  Gordon Orde second.  Agenda was 

adopted with no changes.  

 

Dave Feerhusen made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2018 minutes. John 

Larson second. Motion approved. 

 

Rachel Morey gave the report of the president noting that we continue to actively market the 

Joyce property. Kandis Will inquired if the prior motion on the offer floor was still in effect.  

Rachel noted that it was.  John Larson inquired if the property management was working out 



 

 

and Barb Brower noted that it was. Barb Brower gave the report of the Treasurer specifically 

focusing on apportionments.  

 

UNFINISHED CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

Bart Seebach gave an update on Star Lake.  He noted that when the Trustees began the 

conservation easement process with the Minnesota Land Trust the estimated time to completion 

was 24-36 months.  The Star Lake Task Force has been working on this easement process for 

about 1 year and 9 months.  The appraiser recently visited the property and they should be 

done with their work by the end of the month. 

  

Jeffrey Larson gave an overview of the offer on the Joyce property from Northland Investments.  

He provided some history and context of two additional parties that have been interested in the 

property. The Chancellor is currently reviewing a draft purchase agreement.  A motion from the 

task force to sell the Joyce Church property to Northland Investments for $600 thousand and to 

empower the Executive Team to negotiate the final details of the agreement.  John Larson 

second.  Discussion. Motion Approved. Rachel will notify Reverend Jeremiah Lideen and his 

team once the agreement is finalized. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Barb Brower reviewed the 2019 insurance renewal and noted changes suggested by prior board 

member Karen Andrew that have been added to the policy.  Jeffrey Larson made a motion to 

approve the 2019 insurance renewal.  Bart Seebach second.  Motion approved.   

 

Barb Brower reviewed the 2018 audit proposal from Baker Tilly.  John Larson made a motion to 

approve Baker Tilly as the 2018 auditors in accordance with the Audit Committee 

recommendation.  Shirley Dubuque second.  Motion approved. 

 

The board discussed the slate of Officers for 2019-2020.  The board nominated the following 

slate of officers: 

Rachel Morey   President 

Jeffrey B. Larson  Vice President 

Bart Seebach   Secretary 

John Larson   Associate Secretary 

All parties accepted the nominations and no additional nominations were received. Motion 

approved.  

 

Barb Brower reviewed the 2018 audited financial statements.  Jean Edin joined the meeting as a 

guest to discussion options for protecting the Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefit 

(CBOPHB) assets.  Options discussed included separate incorporation of the assets or placing the 

assets in an irrevocable trust.  Jean noted that Wespath is willing to be available for all the 

conferences no matter what option is chosen in 2020.  Bart Seebach noted that since 17 

conferences had separately incorporated their assets what could we learn from them and how 

could we tap into their resources.  Bart Seebach and Craig Haberman volunteered to join a small 

joint task force with CBOPHB members to discuss this further and bring a recommendation back.     



 

 

 

Being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Barbara Brower 


