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10:00 a.m. Meeting Minutes 

The Book of Discipline provides that the members of the Conference Board of Trustees 

also constitute the members of the Board of Directors of the Conference, which is 

incorporated as a Minnesota non-profit corporation. Some actions taken at board 

meetings are corporate in nature and some are not. For purposes of simplicity and the 

convenience of participants, the boards conduct business using Conference terminology 

throughout, e.g. trustees, chancellor, etc. it being intended and understood that all actions 

involving the corporation are taken by the corporation Board of Directors and other 

actions are taken by the Conference Board of Trustees. Conference terms used in the 

minutes refer to directors, corporate counsel etc. when corporate action is involved.  

 

Trustees attending: Paul Olberding, Craig Haberman, Gordon Orde; Rachel Morey, Kandis 

Will, Barry Schaub, Jeffrey Larson, John Larson, Craig’s Miller, Brian Frank, Dave Feerhusen, 

and Amy Jo Bur. 

Trustees absent: Donna Dempewolf and Amanda Lunemann. 

Others attending: Walker Brault, Conference Administrative Assistant; Barb Brower, 

Director of Finance and Administration; Cindy Gregorson, Director of Connectional 

Ministries; Bart Seebach, Associate Chancelor 

Guests attending: John Mitchem, CFA Chair. 

 

OPENING MATTERS 

Call to Order and Devotions 

Rachel called the meeting to order at 10:02 and invited everyone to join in prayer for the 

general church.  



 

Adoption of Agenda 

Rachel noted she would entertain a motion for adoption of the agenda, asking for people 

to say their name when making a motion or second.  

Kandis Will moved. Barry Schaub seconded. Barry asked that an update on the Koronis 

Tabernacle be added to continuing business. This was accepted by unanimous consent. 

Motion passed by voice vote. 

 

Approval of consent agenda 

Barry noted that the date included on the Closed Session minutes was incorrect. This was 

corrected by Barb. Barry Schaub moved to approve the consent agenda. Brian Frank 

seconded. Barry noted a missing word “million” in the first sentence of the second 

paragraph on page 3. Barb made this correction. Barry also asked for further clarification 

of the final wording of the motion in this paragraph. Walker added the restated motion at 

the end of the paragraph.  

Motion passed by voice vote. 

 

Report of the President 

Rachel ceded her time. 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 

Update from Embrace Minnesota 

John Mitchem provided an update on Embrace Minnesota Church. The articles of 

incorporation have been filed and accepted. Bylaws have been adopted. Insurance 

proposals have been received and being considered. All other items are in step including 

proper accounting methods. John asked that the board approve the Transfer Embrace and 

the parsonage from the Minnesota Annual Conference to Embrace Minnesota effective 

April 1st, 2022. Cindy noted that it might be better to authorize the Chancellor to draft 

the documents for transfer. John noted that the corporation’s name is “Embrace 

Minnesota”.  

Gordon moved that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Conference Chancellor to 

prepare documents of transfer for the former St Croix Valley UMC properties to Embrace 

Minnesota. John Larson seconded. There was no further discussion. 

Motion passed by voice vote.  



 

OPENING MATTERS 

Report of the Treasurer 

The written report is available in the Dropbox. Apportionment receipts are similar to last 

year but are still open until January 14. 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 

Transfer of Title Sunrise UMC Mounds View 

The church has closed, and a daycare is operating out of the church building along with 

2 churches that are meeting in the space. The site is self-sustaining, but the property needs 

to be transferred over to the conference. Barb asked for a similar motion to what was 

approved for Embrace. 

John Larson moved that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Conference Chancellor to 

prepare documents of transfer for the former Sunrise UMC property to the Minnesota 

Annual Conference. Kandis Will seconded. There was no further discussion. 

Motion passed by voice vote. 

 

Boy Scout of America 

Closed Session 

 

Blooming Prairie Property 

Closed Session 

 

Koronis Tabernacle Update 

Bart asked for grace to leave the meeting to attend to family. The final permits have been 

approved as of January 4. Construction can proceed with full efforts to construct the rest 

of the project. The contract has restarted work and concrete was poured yesterday for the 

upper-level floor which couldn’t be done before the permit was acquired. Barry noted he 

was there yesterday, and work was going well. The concrete for the lower floor is going in 

today. Pending further issues the project is expected to be completed by the end of 

August 2022. Work will be done with the contractor to improve upon this. Dan Ziegler is 

proceeding with plans for camp programs this summer. Barb shared an email from Keith 

that giving was very strong in December with an additional $100,000 received including 



$3,000 from Donlar Construction.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Worker’s Compensation Renewal 

With people staying home during covid, we’ve had many fewer claims, so the modification 

factor has been reduced. This has resulted in a reduction of approximately 20% on the 

group insurance policy which includes local churches that have opted in.  

 

Property Casualty Insurance Renewal for 2022 

Increased slightly, approximately 7%. Barb noted good work with them on the Koronis fire. 

The increase in price is being driven by increase in cost of replacement materials. Barb 

noted that other insurance has gone down slightly. Amy Jo asked about inland marine 

insurance. Barb noted that it covers materials in transit and that the name is not very 

helpful. Barry asked if a motion was needed to renew insurance coverage. Barb noted that 

this would be good, but that the insurance has already been renewed based on the 

timeline that needs to be done. 

Jeff moved for renewal of Worker’s compensation insurance and Property Casualty 

insurance for 2022 and Dave seconded. No further discussion. Motion passed by voice 

vote. 

 

Review Summary of Bennett Funds 

Each year the Trustees receive a summary of how Bennett funds were spent. The report is 

available in Dropbox. Bennett Funds are used for assisting clergy and conference staff for 

emergency needs. A policy was set up a number of years ago authorizing the Cabinet to 

approve requests so that that requests don’t need to be approved by the Board. Amy Jo 

noted her gratitude for the availability of these funds. 

Paul moved to accept the report. Amy Jo seconded. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Audit Communication from Baker Tilly 

The audit committee has approved Baker Tilly to conduct this year’s audit. This now comes 

to the Board of Trustees for approval. Gordon moved to approve Baker Tilly to conduct 

this year’s audit. Kandis seconded. No further discussion. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 



John asked about a campaign for a replacement cabin at Northern Pines. Cindy recalled 

some details but doesn’t have details and noted that it should be directed to Keith who 

was not on the call today. Rachel resumed chair responsibilities. 

John moved to adjourn. Dave seconded. The motion was approved by voice vote. The 

board adjourned at 11:20a.m.  

 

Respectively submitted, 

Walker Brault and Barb Brower 

 


