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Investing in Congregations 

2023 Funding Guidelines, Philosophy, and Criteria 

Deadline for 2023 Applications: Oct. 31, 2022 

 
Investing in Congregations grants are intended as seed money for new ministries focused on the gospel 
imperatives of reaching new people, growing in love of God and neighbor, and healing a broken world.  
 
While funds can be used to expand a ministry from a trial or test phase, they cannot be used to underwrite 
operating costs or customary church programming.  Funds cannot be used for capital expenses or capital 
improvements. 
 
Grant applications are only accepted from local churches in the Minnesota Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.  These grants are funded with apportioned dollars; congregations must pay 100% of their 
apportionment in the year immediately prior and the year(s) receiving funds.  
 
This is a one-year grant. Grants of $2,500 or less are not renewable., see below for renewability larger grants.  
Funds are disbursed after January 1, 2023.  
 
Applications are assessed on individual merit as well as competitiveness within the application pool.  
 
The total amount available for Investing in Congregation Grants in 2023 is $125,000. The Committee limits 
grant amounts, reapplications, and multiple funding sources from within the MN Conference to impact as 
many congregations as possible. 
 
 
Additional guidelines for Major Grants ($2,501 - $20,000): 

 Congregations are not receiving other significant MN Conference funding (more than $2500). 

 At least 5 years must have elapsed between the end of funding of one major grant and the start of a 
new major grant. 

 Funds are released in two installments. A mid-year report of progress is required, and funds disbursed 
based on progress made.  

 Churches may apply for two additional years of funding. An application must be made each year, 
renewals are not guaranteed, and are usually in decreasing dollar amounts. Measurable outcomes 
from previous funding cycles must be demonstrated. 

 The congregation has a long-term plan and capacity for the operation and funding of this ministry 
beyond the term of the grant. 

 Grants for staffing are more favorable on a matching basis, asking the congregation to raise funds for 
this added position, so that there is assurance this position can and will continue beyond the granting 
year(s).  

 
 


