
 

 

 

 

 

2020 Pre-General Conference 

Gathering Resources 
 

Resource links at: https://www.minnesotaumc.org/twincities 

 

Living into Minnesota’s Vision 
 

Legislation: Vision of the Minnesota Annual Conference  

In June of 2019, an over 85% majority passed legislation living into being the inclusive 

church God has called us to be. This resource shares a summary of how the vision was 

adopted, and a link to the text of the legislation passed. 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/members-adopt-vision-naming-

commitment-to-lgbtqia-inclusion-12837105  

 

Making the Vision Plain 

Making the Vision Plain was written by Minnesota United Methodist Clergy for our 

churches to understand the Minnesota vision passed and how to live into it. Key topics 

include “The Bible and Wesleyan Theology, Engaging in Difficult Conversations, and 

Congregational Pathways. Each area has a video to lay the foundation and build 

knowledge and is followed by individual and congregational reflections. For small or 

large group. https://www.minnesotamethodists.org/making-vision-plain  

 

Study Guide for Moving Forward – A Vision 

This guide leads us in our individual and collective task of earnestly living into our vision, 

encouraging Minnesota United Methodists to read it and begin talking about ways to 

live into it. For small or large group. http://mnumc-

email.brtapp.com/files/inclusive+vision+resources/vision+study+guide+8.5x11.pdf  
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Congregational Exercise – Living into our Inclusive Vision 

This exercise notes an aspiration is simply that unless we build a culture that embodies 

the practices within it and offers a template for taking the next steps of clarifying what 

each of those values looks like in your unique context, as well as discerning what you are 

called to do in order to realize the vision in your setting. http://mnumc-

email.brtapp.com/files/inclusive+vision+resources/vision+congregational+exercise.pdf  

 

Minnesota Methodists 

Formed as a movement after General Conference 2019, Minnesota Methodists stands 

against the Traditional Plan and calls the Minnesota Annual Conference to move forward 

together into the next expression of Methodism. To sign the statement, for additional 

information specific to Minnesota or to sign up for email updates, to go 

www.minnesotamethodists.org.  

 

Video: Living into our Inclusive Vision 

Featuring Annual Conference Director of Connectional Ministries Cindy Gregorson and 

Minnesota Methodists Legislation Author Carol Zaagsma, this video shares the vision 

passed at Annual Conference 2019 and how the Minnesota Annual Conference will live 

into it. https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/video-living-into-our-inclusive-

vision-12863711 

 

Disaffiliation Task Force and Process 

In response to questions about the disaffiliation process, this resource updates 

regarding actions and plans taken in Minnesota in response to General Conference 2019 

legislation and next steps within our conference. http://mnumc-

email.brtapp.com/files/disaffiliation+task+force+update.pdf 

 

 

Inclusive Church Tools 
 

Clergy Affirmation Guide 

This guidebook is intended for clergy who are intentionally discerning how to better 

care for LGBTQ+ congregants. https://www.qchristian.org/guides  

 

#ResistHarm 

A United Methodist movement of faithful resistance to the anti-LGBTQ+ Traditional 

Plan, this resource is organized for monthly forms of resistance sharing prayer, 
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education, worship, direct action, clergy support, and action idea resources. 

www.resistharm.com 

 

Sexuality and Spirituality Affirmation Guide 

This seminal guidebook resource covers various ethical postures considered by 

members of the LGBTQ+ Christian community and features dozens of quotes from 

scholars, theologians, writers, poets and more. Written to be applicable regardless of 

your journey. https://www.qchristian.org/guides 

 

Trans and Gender-Expansive Identities Affirmation Guide 

Guide author Taj dives into the Scriptural, theological, and relational affirmation of trans 

people. This guide is meant to support anyone who is and/or loves someone who is 

transgender. https://www.qchristian.org/guides 

 

Reconciling Ministries Network 

Many churches are questioning if the need to become a Reconciling Congregation 

exists. This resource shares how to begin the process of discernment and the tactical 

steps to take. https://www.qchristian.org/guides 

 

Reverend Tyler Sit 

Minnesota Clergy Elder and Church Planter Tyler Sit shares community building 

resources as we consider how to not only grow our faith communities but to do so with 

a focus on inclusivity, racial, and environmental justice. 

https://www.facebook.com/TylerSit/  

 

UMNews 

A trusted news resource produced by the United Methodist Church, you can read 

articles regarding relevant topics and sign up for news alerts. https://www.umnews.org  

 

Pray 

This resource shares ways and guides for prayer as an individual, a church community, 

and discernment in this time and place of our church. https://umcprays.org  

 

Learn the Process of General Conference 

Written for a better understanding of how General Conference works, this article 

explains how the only group that can speak on behalf of the United Methodist Church 

functions. http://www.umcom.org/news/gathered-for-mission-structured-to-serve-a-

general-conference-primer  
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Starting Conversations, Managing Diverse Views, 

Conflict Management 
 

First, Do No Harm Tool Kit 

Written for and used at Annual Conference 2019 Respectful Conversations, this two-

page summary features key definitions to understand and frame conversations. 

https://www.minnesotamethodists.org/tool-kits 

 

Skilled Conversation Leaders 

Minnesota Methodists has curated a list of qualified lay people and retired clergy from 

the Minnesota Conference familiar with the vision who will come and facilitate a small or 

large group conversation within your congregation on moving into the vision passed in 

Minnesota specific to your context. For next steps and to receive a list of speakers, 

contact minnesotamethodists@gmail.com.  

 

Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the United Methodist Church 

Written for those at a loss about how to start an objective dialogue within your 

congregation about what it means to be the church in this time and place. This four-

week study, created for United Methodists, guides conversations about emotionally 

charged and highly divisive issues in a way that encourages openness, humility, a spirit 

of grace, and love for fellow group members. https://www.cokesbury.com/Living-

Faithfully-2  

 

Peace Meals Conflict Resolution Process 

Table fellowship is found at the heart of our Christian faith with many finding the table 

holding a place of significant blessing and community. Peace Meals builds community 

and understanding across lines of religious cultural, ethnic, and political division. Trained 

facilitator and clergyperson Kevin Schill can be contacted at kevinschill55@gmail.com.  

 

Courageous Conversations 

Written for the United Methodist Church, this resource is aimed to help us move from 

skepticism to curiosity and openness to encounter God’s grace and serves as a toolbox 

for local churches to inspire and encourage their congregation to participate in 

conversations that might seem difficult. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/courageous-conversations-overview  
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Small Group Study or Individual Reading 
 

Holy Love, by Steve Harper 

A quick read, Holy Love details the Bible’s teachings and shows ways of interpreting 

Scripture other than conservative interpretation. This resource is especially helpful for 

church leaders and small groups who want to make the constructive case that biblical, 

Christian teaching is compatible with faithful, covenantal love and intimacy amidst all 

sexual orientations. Study guide included in the book. https://www.cokesbury.com/p-

9781501896088-holy-love-1?refq=holy%20love  

 

All Are Welcome, edited by Leno Brown 

More people are wondering why ethnic and cultural diversity is increasing in our cities 

but is not reflected in our churches. Each contributor is an ethnic minority, sharing ideas 

on how to create a much more welcoming environment for all people in our local 

congregations. Study guide available at resistharm.com. https://www.amazon.com/All-

Are-Welcome-Toward-Multi-Everything/dp/0997398469  

 

TORN, by Justin Lee 

A memoir of a young man who knew he was called to life in the evangelical Christian 

ministry, who harbored a secret he was gay. TORN demonstrates people of faith on both 

sides of the debate can respect, learn from, and love one another. Study guide available 

at resistharm.com. https://www.cokesbury.com/9781455514304-

Torn?refq=torn%20gospel  

  

Faithful & Inclusive: The Bible, Sexuality, and the United Methodist 

Church 

Produced by The Richard and Julia Wilke Institute for Discipleship, this DVD resource 

was written and produced by United Methodist Reverend Rob Fuquay on how to follow 

God’s word and be a fully inclusive and welcoming church. This resource is great for 

churches who have not yet begun conversations and has a study guide. 

https://www.institutefordiscipleship.org/dvd/  
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