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Illumination 

2019 PAUMCS Spring Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

May 17-18, 2019  -  5 pm Friday to 4 pm Saturday  

(Optional tour begins at 3 pm on Friday) 

St John’s Abbey Guesthouse in Collegeville, MN (15 miles west of 

St Cloud) 

We officially start with registration at 5 pm and dinner at 5:30, or 

come for a docent led tour of the St. Johns Bible at 

2:45. 

Following dinner and again on Saturday morning we will explore 

illumination in God’s word and world. There will be time for 

prayer, play, song, art, and food! 

Saturday after lunch we will enjoy Expression in Paint—Melissa 

Miller leads us through a painting exercise where we will each 

create a work of art! (See page 5 for examples) 

$99 for members; $109 for non-members and guests.  

Non-members can join PAUMCS for the remainder of the year for 

$10, so the $109 would include both membership and the $99 

member price. Includes—Program, materials, 3 meals, 1 night 

double occupancy lodging in motel-style rooms.  

Single rooms available for an additional $15. 

Scholarship Application deadline is April 23 
 

Register Here   

mailto:shelley@advent-umc.com
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs
https://www.abbeyguesthouse.org/accommodations/guest-rooms/
http://www.saintjohnsbible.org/
file:///C:/Users/gailj/Documents/Melissa Miller.pdf
file:///C:/Users/gailj/Documents/Melissa Miller.pdf
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/PAUMCS
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/PAUMCS_Retreat2019
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President’s Column 

By Denise Poetter 

Is it really March already??  
Where did the first two months 
of 2019 go?  Will the snow EVER 
stop falling?  Will all this snow 
EVER melt?  Will we EVER see 
green grass again and feel the 
gentle breezes and smells of 
spring?   

Thankfully the answer is YES!  
Yes, it is already March but you 
will have to answer to what you 
have been doing the past two 
months of 2019.  YES, the snow 
will stop falling and it WILL melt 
away and show us green grass 
and give us gentle breezes with 
the smell of spring.   

Our God is an awesome God.  He 
brings the changing seasons of   

Minnesota to us each and every  
year. We just need to be patient.  
Sometimes winter just thinks it 
needs to hold on a little too 
long. 

We as Minnesota United    
Methodists have been praying 
and watching the special 2019 
General Conference with many 
of us battling with the decisions 
with mixed feelings.  I don’t 
want this article to get into the 
politics of our church but just 
like the changing of the seasons 
every year;  I truly feel the    
United Methodist Church will 
make the decisions it feels it has 
to make for today and hopefully 
in the years to come will grow 
and make more decisions that  
show our LOVE of ALL to EVERY 
ONE of God’s children.  We need  

to be patient….even though 
sometimes it feels like an uphill 
battle.  Sometimes people feel 
that they need to hold onto 
things a little too long. We need 
to be patient. 

Our God IS AN AWESOME God.  
The United Methodist Church is 
an AWESOME Church.  We need 
to continue to show our uncondi-
tional LOVE to all to be able to 
move forward and be one with 
each other no matter which side 
of the “fence” we are on. 

So let winter be winter for 
now….knowing spring is just 
around the corner.  Let your 
LOVE continue for ALL people 
and know that God is with you 
every step of the way. Man-made 
rules aside, God is still my Lord 
and Savior  

MN Chapter PAUMCS  

2018-2019 Slate of Officers and Committees 
 

President   Denise Poetter (2)  River Hills UMC, Burnsville 

Vice President  Becky Coleman (2)  Eden Prairie UMC  

Secretary   Betsy Shank (1)  Church of Peace UMC, Richfield 

Treasurer   Jill Williamson (1)  MN Conference Office 

Publicity/Newsletter Shelley Plumb (3)  Advent UMC, Eagan 

Membership Secretary Laurie Huston (2)  MN Conference Office 

Historian   Laura Miles (1)  MN Conference Office 
  

Nominating Committee: 
    Alice Worden  (2)  Living Spirit UMC, Minneapolis    
    Denise Tillges (1)  Common Ground UMC, Cambridge 
    Kaite Knack (1)  Hillcrest UMC, Bloomington 
  

Scholarship/By-Laws Committee (Dual Service): 
    Catherine Williams (1) Fourth Avenue UMC, Faribault 
    Pam Pettit (1)  Faith UMC, St Anthony 
    Kris Gater (1)   Northeast UMC, Minneapolis 
       

Retreat Committee: 
Linda Bowers (3), Martha Bentley (3), Stacey Edwards (3), Gail Johnson (1), Mary Weaver (1)    

 

The (number) following name indicates the number of years in that position. 
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Illumination 

2019 PAUMCS Spring Retreat 

Church Office Ministry sets you apart. Finding connections and refueling your spirit can be 

challenging. We are partners sharing in this ministry, celebrating the many joys, and seeking 

remedies for the challenges. Spend some time away, renew your spirit, fill your soul, enjoy 

companionship. 

Take a little time to revel in the light of God and be ILLUMINATED! 

May 17-18, 2019  -  5 pm Friday to 4 pm Saturday (Optional tour begins at 3 pm on Friday) 

St John’s Abbey Guesthouse in Collegeville, MN (15 miles west of St Cloud)  

Scholarship Application available to download; deadline April 23 

Register Here by April 29 $99 for members; $109 for non-members and guests.  

Non-members can join PAUMCS for the remainder of the year for $10, so the $109 would include 

both membership and the $99 member price.  
Bring light to your soul 

in retreat with friends. 

What can you expect: 

Multiple sources of 

light 

Song 

Prayer 

Laughter 

Chocolate 

Painting  

Games  

Sparklers 

Quiet time 

Not so quiet time 

NO DISHES 

The Saint John's Bible is the first 

completely handwritten and illuminated 

Bible commissioned by a Benedictine Abbey 

since the invention of the printing press   

PAUMCS— The Professional Administrators of the United Methodist Connectional Structure 

provides administrative professionals a supportive base for unity and fellowship and to 

promote individual growth, professional development, continuing education, and spiritual 

enrichment.  Learn more about the Minnesota chapter of PAUMCS at our web page. 

The group includes all church office workers, paid and volunteer, current and retired, women 

and men. 

Scholarships are available—never let the cost of an event keep you away. 

https://www.abbeyguesthouse.org/accommodations/guest-rooms/
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/PAUMCS
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/PAUMCS_Retreat2019
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/PAUMCS
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Join the Minnesota Chapter of PAUMCS 

Click here to complete 2018-2019 

Membership Enrollment  
 

 

HOW TO REACH MN-PAUMCS ONLINE: 

www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs 

Please join us on Facebook 

(If you’re on Facebook, go to the MN PAUMCS Facebook link above 
and request to join )  

Expression in Paint—Melissa 

Miller will lead us through a 

painting exercise where we 

will each create a work of art!  

https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/PAUMCS_membership_71
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/869248366430251/
file:///C:/Users/gailj/Documents/Melissa Miller.pdf
file:///C:/Users/gailj/Documents/Melissa Miller.pdf
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Denise Tillges is the Administrative Assistant and 

Bookkeeper at Common Ground: A United Methodist  

Community in Cambridge, MN. Common Ground has 220 

members. She has been in her position since November 

2013. 

  

Denise manages all of the day to day tasks in the office – 

Bulletins, monthly newsletter, church calendar, coordinat-

ing & working with groups for building rental, creating & 

uploading items to the website, sending out e-blasts, special 

mailings, working with the Pastors on special projects,  

crisis & emergency calls, working with vendors, and the 

regular bookkeeping & accounting tasks. 

  

Denise has served as the PAUMCS Treasurer for 3 years 

and now serves as on the 2018/2019 Nominations  

Committee. 

  

Incoming MNC-PAUMCS Committee Members 

Please welcome all of our incoming MNC-PAUMCS Committee Members. We hope to highlight 

them all in incoming committee members in future issues. Below you can find out more about  

Denise Tillges. Thank you for your willingness to serve PAUMCS.  

I learned it through PAUMCS 

Want some free graphic or photo        
images? Find free Google images by 
searching Google then clicking on Tools, 
Usage Rights, Labeled for  
Non-Commercial Reuse.        
Two other free photos sites are 
pexels.com and pixabay.com.  

https://www.pexels.com/
https://pixabay.com/

