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What I Learned  

at the PAUMCS Retreat 
By Linda Bowers 

Wow! The tour of the Illuminated Bible at St. John’s University was 
amazing! It was awe-inspiring to learn how God orchestrated the dream of 
a young man in England to years later connect with a Benedictine 
community in the fields of Minnesota to create a magnificent work of art 
that will preserve and illuminate God’s 
word for generations.  
 

The details of the creation process 
were fascinating, from ancient Chinese 
ink stones to how to turn a turkey 
feather into a quill to how committees 
of theologians went back and forth 
with the artists to develop deeply 
meaningful illuminations. 
 

And the perceptions and insights of our 
fellow retreaters were revelatory as we learned to open our eyes and 
spirits to God’s word and the illumination of God’s word. There were light 
bulbs appearing over people’s heads all over the room. It was Holy Spirit 
tingly! 
 

In the evening we had a wonderful time laughing together, eating and 
playing. And we tested the possibilities of glow sticks and photography at 
night. Some of us went into St John’s Abbey at night with our little glow 
sticks and the silence was filled with holy awe and deep peace. Some of us 
also attended a short service there in the morning. 

 
(Photo credits:  

Stacey Edwards) 
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President’s Column 

By Denise Poetter 

Spring Greetings to all of you!  I 
am hopeful that the rainy cool 
(or cold) weather of spring will 
evolve into our warmer summer 
days very soon! It always 
does…..we just need to be       
patient. 
 

I recently attended the 37th     
Annual Conference of the       
Professional Administrators of 
United Methodist Connectional 
Structure (PAUMCS) held on  
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line 
“Independence of the Seas”.  
This was a new undertaking by 
the National organization who 
worked closely with Education 
Opportunities Tours (the largest 
Christian Tour Company) to  
create and execute the National 
Conference.  
 

The conference kicked off with 
arrival to Fort Lauderdale and 
embarking onto the ship.  A  
gathering of over 200 national 
members started the conference 
with fanfare and many conversa-
tions.  During the cruise days the 
group met for worship, prayer, 
inspiration and spiritual renewal.  
The main speakers were         
published author Rev. Mike 
Slaughter; his wife, Carolyn along 
with their Administrative    
Assistant, Catherine Crowell.  
While on the ship, much was 
learned about Self Care for our 
professional and personal life, 
how to experience the Holy Spirit 
throughout our work day and at 
home, and how to be the best 
we can be.  There were break out 
groups where we networked 
with other church professionals 
from across the denomination 
and across the world.  

At our only stop (Cozumel, Mexi-
co) the group was bused to tour 
the Ciudad de Angeles Home.  
Ciudad de Angeles Home’s mis-
sion is to raise orphaned chil-
dren in an environment of love 
and develop them into godly 
adults who are responsible  
citizens in their community.  
Ciudad de Angeles Home is affili-
ated with the Churches of Christ.  
Ciudad de Angeles Home  
receives support from a host of 
congregations, schools,  
foundations, corporations and 
individuals.  
 

It was such a welcoming and joy-
ful community and the children 
were so very happy and excited 
to have visitors on “cleaning 
day”. We were somewhat of a 
distraction from their household 
chores for a couple of hours.  
Many attendees left monetary 
donations to help the orphanage 
continue their work of 
“adopting” those who are  

“unadoptable”. The children who 
come to Ciudad de Angeles Home 
are placed in one of the houses 
on campus with house parents. 
Every effort is made to create a 
typical home environment,  
including keeping sibling groups 
together whenever possible. 
These children have either been 
abused, abandoned or have no 
parents or relatives that could 
take care of them. Ciudad de  
Angeles Home, by working with 
the local government, has  
created homes where they  
become a family with other  
children and have “house  
parents”.  The children are 
schooled in the community and 
come home to the orphanage.  
All donations help with housing 
needs, clothing, food, schooling, 
medical care, staffing, etc. When 
the children graduate from high 
school the orphanage pays for 
them to continue their education 
to gain a college degree or a  
degree in a trade. They also help 
them find employment upon 
their graduation from a trade 
school or college.  
 

All conference participants had a 
wonderful time visiting with 
friends and making new friends 
from across the country.  
 

The 2020 Conference will be April 
16-18 in Kansas City, MO and the 
theme is “Keep Our Eyes Focused 
on Christ”.  I hope you will  
consider attending this confer-
ence.  Start now by planning 
ahead with chatting with your 
churches, district offices, and 
conference offices about taking 
this time away to be inspired,  
educated, enlightened and spirit-
ually renewed. I have not been 
disappointed by a conference 
yet! 

PAUMCS

Translation of above sign is:       
 In this house 
 we love, 
 we have fun, 
 we make mistakes,   
 we forgive 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/PAUMCS
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PAUMCS— The Professional Administrators of the United Methodist Connectional Structure 

PAUMCS Retreat 
From page 1 
 

We explored the process of Visio 
Divina, or Holy Seeing, using a 
study guide focusing on one of 
the illuminations from the St. 
John’s Bible. It was a wonderful 
experience of opening our spirits 
to God in a different way. And 
then we focused on the passage 
in Matthew when Jesus tells us to 
let our light shine – and created 
our own illuminations in different 
media. The responses were mar-
velously creative, ranging from 
drawings to prayers and poems 
to three-dimensional interpreta-
tions to music! More creative 
light bulbs showing up over    
people’s heads. 
 

In the afternoon we again tapped 
into our creative side and partici-
pated in a community art project 
led by Melissa Miller. I could not 
visualize how it would come  
together when we started by 
putting painters’ tape on canvas. 
And those strips of tape would 
somehow become trees? But I 
followed directions and trusted 
the process. And we each ended 
up with our own unique and 
beautiful work of art. 
 

We finished the weekend with 
worship together sharing music, 
a devotion, and bread and grape 
juice. And we were commis-
sioned to reflect God’s light into 
dark places and let our own lights 
shine. 
 

“This little light of mine,  
I’m going to let it shine. 
Hide it under a bushel? No!  
I’m going to let it shine. 
Let it shine ‘til Jesus comes.  
I’m going to let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine,  
let it shine!”  

(Photo credits: Stacey Edwards) 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/PAUMCS
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Join the Minnesota Chapter of PAUMCS 

Click here to complete 2018-2019 

Membership Enrollment  

Retreat Committee for 2019-2020 

At our annual Spring Retreat, held May 17-18, 2019,  the new Retreat Committee was 

elected.  

The new Retreat Committee for 2019 – 2020 is:                                                                 

Martha Bentley (3), Gail Johnson (2), Mary Weaver (2), Julie Adams (1)    

The (number) following name indicates the number of years in that position.  

HOW TO REACH MN-PAUMCS ONLINE: 

www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs 

Please join us on Facebook 

(If you’re on Facebook, go to the MN PAUMCS Facebook link above 
and request to join )  

Managing Change with Grace 

Monday, Oct. 14 

at Christ UMC in Rochester 

https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/PAUMCS_membership_71
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/869248366430251/
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Investing funds with the United Methodist Foundation 

By Jill Williamson 

At our 2018 Fall Annual Business Meeting and Educational Event last October 15th, the decision was made to 
begin to invest some of the group’s money with the United Methodist Foundation.  Val Walker, Foundation  
Executive Director, was at our meeting to discuss with us her recommendations and what types of services we 
could expect to receive after investing.   Our initial deposit of $7,000 occurred January 2019, and we have  
continued to receive monthly updates letting us know how well our money is doing.  At the end of April 2019, 
our $7,000 grew to become $7,376.75 which is a significantly better rate of return than continuing to let our 
money sit in a savings account.  The group followed Val’s recommendations to invest 50% in Equity Funds and 
50% in Fixed Assets.  The year to date return as of 4/30/2019 is 10.61%.   
 
We will continue to watch our money grow, and we’ll need to decide how we’ll use the income received in the 
future. 
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Incoming MNC-PAUMCS Committee Members 

Please welcome all of our incoming MNC-PAUMCS Committee Members. We hope to highlight all 

incoming committee members in future issues. Below you can find out more about Pam Pettit. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve PAUMCS.  
 

My name is Pam Pettit. You may have heard of me as I spent the last 21 years in the district office. 

That life is behind me now and I am working in my local church (Faith UMC, St. Anthony). While I 

miss being in the midst of the cutting edge of change, I am enjoying the new rhythm of the liturgical 

seasons.  
 

I never would have made it this far without my PAUMCS sisters. My first experience was at a       

retreat that I was encouraged to attend even though I hadn't registered. I don't think I have missed 

a retreat since then. Retreats are powerful experiences where I get my soul refilled. After a couple of 

national conferences I went through the certification course. The subjects that I thought were going 

to be dull ended up being some of my best learning experiences. This professional organization has 

given me new friends and amazing networking opportunities.  
 

In my free time I like to play with my granddaughter. She is four and very entertaining. I sing in the 

choir at my church. Music has always been a comfort to me. Last year the Lydia project renewed my 

interest in crocheting and kept me busy all winter.  
 

While change is afoot in our denomination, I have learned to remember that it is not out doctrine 

that calls us into ministry, but Christ who taught us to love and showed us the way. Even though 

not everyone believes what I do, I want them to know and experience the unconditional love that I 

have experienced through Christ. Blessing to you all. Pam 

I learned it through PAUMCS 

Looking for a mission trip?           
The conference sponsors mission trips 
that allow individuals (including youth) to 
participate, especially if they come from 
a congregation that may not have their 
own mission trips.                  
Go to the Minnesota Conference of the 
UMC for more information. 

Tell us what you’ve learned through PAUMCS. Email Shelley@Advent-UMC.com.   
Find out more about PAUMCS at https://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs. 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org
https://www.minnesotaumc.org
mailto:shelley@advent-umc.com
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/paumcs

