
 

A Covenant of Participation for Annual Conference Session 

As we prepare for an in-person gathering for Annual Conference Session, we want to do all that we 

can to help us gather well and follow the appropriate mitigations for the transmission of COVID-19. 

We are asking each of us to do our part by arriving healthy, and following the protocols as 

determined by the Annual Conference Sessions Team.   

We also are aware of significant impending fractures in our denominational world that do impact our 

life together. We want to show up at our best to do our common work together, remembering we are 

each beloved children of God and we are committed to living into being beloved community in our 

work and witness.   

As you register for Annual Conference, you will be asked to agree to a covenant for our time together. 

We trust that we are indeed a covenant community and will mutually uphold this for the sake of one 

another. That covenant is as follows: 

All Annual Conference members are strongly encouraged to be fully vaccinated and boosted. That will 

allow us to do our best to show up healthy and limit the risk of exposing other persons to an infection.  

As a follower of Jesus Christ and a United Methodist who is committed to our general rules of doing no 

harm, doing good, and staying in love of God, I will covenant to: 

Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 By: 

• Staying home if having any symptoms of COVID-19.   

• Taking a rapid antigen test at home before leaving for Annual Conference. 

• Bringing and wearing an N95/KN95/KN94 mask over the mouth and nose when in the plenary 

sessions and public indoor spaces, except when actively eating or drinking.   

• Offering greetings to one another without handshakes.   

• Frequently hand washing and/or using hand sanitizer. 

• Following the instructions of the session co-chairs for the partaking of food. 

• Respecting each other’s comfort level with proximity. 

Be The Church by: 

• Praying for our gathering, that we may show up at our best, and that we will be open to God’s 

leading. 

• Assuming the best of one another.   

• Taking care with our words, always seeking to build each other up and not inadvertently 

wound one another.  

• Committing to the mutual discernment of God’s leading and working for the common good 

over individual interests. 

• Listening well, and giving space to other voices, seeking to understand other perspectives.   



Thank you for your willingness to commit to these practices as we come back together for an in-person 

annual conference session, and we look forward to seeing you in St. Cloud. 

If you have questions, you may contact Cindy Gregorson, Director of Connectional Ministries & Clergy 

Assistant to the Bishop at cindy.gregorson@minnesotaumc.org.  
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