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Breakthroughs

Christ UMC and The Beloved combine their traditions in occasional joint services.

Church start The Beloved, Christ UMC  
learn from each other, reach new people
By Christa Meland

At first glance, it might seem that 
Christ United Methodist Church and 
new church start The Beloved have little 
in common.

Christ UMC in Maplewood has 
been around since 1885. The Beloved 
just launched as a United Methodist 
faith community. Christ is an older 
congregation of mostly senior citizens. 
The Beloved is a younger congregation 
with an average age of 27. Christ’s 
worship services are traditional. The 
Beloved’s are contemporary.

But the two congregations have 
formed and nurtured a unique 
partnership that has facilitated growth 
and a newfound vitality for both.

It all started last summer when The 
Beloved—then a non-denominational 
church plant—needed a place to 
worship.

The two congregations realized 
their values aligned and created a 
partnership that would allow The 
Beloved to worship in Christ UMC’s 
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God is at work in some mighty ways 
within the United Methodist Church 
in Minnesota! New church plants 
are taking root, congregations are 
becoming more vital, and lives are being 
changed. The Holy Spirit is moving 
mission and ministry in a wide variety of 
settings.

Quarterly Reach l Renew l Rejoice 
newsletters like this one celebrate the 
stories of growing in love of God and 
neighbor, reaching new people, and 
healing a broken world. The more we 
tell these stories, the more we become 
the stories we tell!

Perhaps you’ve taken a leap of faith 
to help start a new church. Perhaps you 
engaged in a ministry of compassion or 
justice that saved a life. Perhaps you’re 
developing worship for a new group 
of people. Perhaps you offered Christ 
to another. Perhaps you contributed to 
Reach l Renew l Rejoice. Perhaps you 
pray to be swept up in the mighty work 
of God! In any case, thank you for your 
partnership.

Together, we are responding to the 
audacious purpose God holds before 
us, “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world!”

Dan Johnson

Director of Congregational Development 
and Reach l Renew l Rejoice

CHURCH PLANTING AND TRANSFORMATION: BY THE NUMBERS

2
Churches that have been 
planted in 2014 (The Beloved 
and Rosemount UMC multi-site)

2
Churches 
poised to be 
planted in 2015 

7
Churches that began 
the Healthy Church 
Initiative in fall 2014

7
Large churches that began the 
Missional Church Consultation 
Initiative in fall 2014

21
Small churches invited to 
participate in next round 
of Missional Journey



Uptown Church, Minneapolis
New church start

“We are so excited to bring life not only 
to a once-strong Methodist presence 
in Uptown, but also to participate with 
God in the great kingdom advances 
in Minneapolis. We just held our first 
communal worship gathering at the old 
Joyce UMC building on October 5. We sang, 
prayed, and cast a vision for our continued 
participation in God’s work in Uptown. With 
just under 100 attending, the energy was 
high and our hope for Jesus’ radical way of 
life to take root, even higher.”

—Rev. Jermiah Lideen, church planter, 
Uptown Church

“Uptown Church is not only a place of 
worship, but also a place to grow and 
learn. I would like to think I know the Bible 
pretty well, but every time I go to the Bible 
studies, I realize the depth and intricacy of 
the book and it blows my mind. Uptown 
Church is good for me because it brings me 
to new levels in my faith journey. Beyond 
myself though, I can see that the church is 
destined for great things. I believe God will 
work through it to change the lives of many 
and bring a new light to the community in 
Uptown.”

—Alan Boettcher, Uptown Church

“I initially invested myself in Uptown Church because . . . I was looking for a church for my 
family. I found community at Uptown Church in a way I hadn’t before. I am now in mutual 
support with many people and have experienced ‘church’ as something more than a Sunday 
ritual. Congregants genuinely care for one another far beyond our worship and small group 
time. My marriage has benefited from the support of other couples not because there is 
a couple’s small group but because our lives are invested with one another. I have found 
counsel in people I’ve directly met through Uptown Church, and their care for me is a 
reminder of the love Jesus calls us to show one another.”

—Beau Birkholz, Uptown Church

Almost 100 people 
attended Uptown 
Church’s first worship 
service on Oct. 5. 
Uptown Church 
was planted in 
Minneapolis last year 
and has since reached 
many new people for 
Christ.

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

The Minnesota 
Conference’s 
seven-year plan 
for congregational 
development has 
two components: 
starting new churches 
and growing existing 
churches through 
three transformational 
processes. 

Through Reach l 
Renew l Rejoice, each 
year for the next seven 
years, we will:
l  Start one new church 

where demographics 
and opportunity 
align 

l  Assist 20 existing 
churches in 
revitalizing their 
ministries

l  Partner with a  
vital parent church 
to multiply its 
ministry beyond its 
current site
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Homestead Church, Rochester
Restarted church

“Homestead Church is a newborn infant with the potential 
of God and the joy of Holy Spirit. In September 2013, we 
moved into warehouse rental space in Northwest Rochester 
and we all have been challenged to invite people, especially 
young families, into God’s kingdom. Over the past year, we 
have been doing that in new and exciting ways. Parents have 
invited their grown children with families, neighbors have 
invited their neighbors, and friends have invited friends to a 
new opportunity called ‘church’. Once these new people come 
to worship, they like what they experience and want to come 
back. Because of that, small group ministry, and neighborhood 
block parties, we are growing in the joy of the Holy Spirit and in 
number.”

—Rev. Bob Kandels, Homestead Church

Homestead Church in Rochester is reaching new 
people in a variety of ways, including through a 
National Night Out event in August that the church 
hosted with its local neighborhood association.

“On September 17, we launched our TGIW [Thank God It’s Wednesday] activities with our brand new Faith Quest worship 
service. We served 85 people for dinner and had 122 people in worship. About 80 percent of them were encountering our 
church for the first time or people who we would see infrequently, and the majority were under the age of 45. We’ve had more 
than 100 at every TGIW evening since. Here are some comments we heard from folks during or after the first one:

Detroit Lakes United Methodist Church
Completed Healthy Church Initiative

Detroit Lakes UMC recently launched a new Wednesday night 
worship service—and more than 100 people attend each week.

“I really feel like I belong here even though I’m not a 
member. I have been waiting all summer for TGIW to begin.”

“Our family really feels like we belong here. Our boys love 
coming here . . . This is their church home.”

“This was awesome! I am so excited. This is so good for me 
and our whole family.” 

(This was from a mom who had attended the children’s 
Christmas program but said not to expect her back because 
she was “just not a church person.”)

“I can’t thank you enough for this message tonight. My 
teenage daughter is going through one of these impossible 
phases, and we had an argument right before church. But 
during the message, I could visibly see a change in her. After 
the service, she gave me a hug and said, ‘I am sorry mom.’ 
This service is going to be so good for our family.” 
There is no doubt God is working miracles here. I am so 
grateful for the Healthy Church Initiative. I believe it came 
just in the nick of time, and I can see how it could really be 
the difference between abundant life versus just keeping 
afloat for many of our churches in the conference.”

—Rev. Brenda North, Detroit Lakes UMC
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building and receive support from the 
more established congregation. 

The Beloved: Then and now

Shawn Moore, The Beloved’s founding 
pastor, launched a non-denominational 
faith community called St. Paul Mosaic in 
spring 2009. When Moore experienced 
a call to full-time vocational ministry, he 
felt God was calling him back to United 
Methodism. He’s now a certified candidate 
for ministry, and Mosaic—which recently 
changed its name to The Beloved—is now 
a United Methodist church start.

Moore said The Beloved has a 
Wesleyan theology and is based on 
the “EPIC model”—education that 
teaches the Gospel of Jesus to people 
of all learning styles, participation from 
people of all ages and backgrounds, 
iconic in that people are connected to 
images that move them to think beyond 
themselves, and culturally competent 
in our increasingly diverse world. The 
Beloved also focuses on reaching out to 
people in the community through things 
like back-to-school barbecues.

In November 2013, the two faith 
communities worshiped in the same 
building for the first time. Many 
members from each congregation 
participated in the other group’s service. 
Between services, the two groups had 
a potluck breakfast while children from 
both churches met for Sunday School. 
Their involvement and support for each 
other has only grown stronger since 
then. The groups continue to have a joint 
Sunday School, and they occasionally 
come together for potlucks and 
worship services that incorporate both 
contemporary and traditional elements.

“The best part is that they genuinely 
like each other and are learning from 
each other,” said Rev. Rachael Warner of 
Christ UMC. 

Infusing new life and energy

Moore said those involved with 
The Beloved—who number in the 20s 
(and growing)—enjoy interacting with 
members of Christ UMC, and vice versa.

“Our people are beginning to learn 
the idea of what it means to be part of 
a church culture,” he said. “Being able 
to see consistency and commitment to 
church life has been good.”

Meanwhile, members of Christ UMC 

have learned about what it means to 
be a church that’s multicultural and 
“emergent,” which Moore explains as 
“building relationships with people 
where they are.” 

Warner said the partnership has 
infused Christ UMC with a new energy. 
Young people in the community are 
finding the church relevant. Five new 
members joined in May, more than the 
number that had joined in any recent 
calendar year. Worship attendance has 
increased 25 percent year-over-year and 
now sits at about 65.

“We are stronger and better equipped 
to share the Gospel as partners than 
either of us was or would be on our own,” 
she said.

Jill Vaughn, a 33-year-old who’s heavily 
involved with The Beloved, agrees.

“The thing I would say has been most 
beneficial for me is being able to engage 
with older adults who have lived longer 
than I have and who have been in church 
longer than I have, and learn from their 
faith and their life stories,” she said. “It 
doesn’t matter if somebody is 80 or 25—
the thing you have in common with them 
is Jesus.”

Rev. John Mitchem, Reach l Renew l 

Rejoice steering team chair for the 
Southern Prairie District, presents the 
pledge card for Balaton UMC.
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Balaton United Methodist Church in the 
Southern Prairie District was the first 
church to turn in a pledge card and did 
so on Oct. 2—thus kicking off the local 
church phase of Reach l Renew l Rejoice!

 
Hubbard United Methodist Church in 
the North Star District was challenged to 
consider becoming a “tithe goal partner” 
with Congregational Development. Tithe 
goal partners pledge 10 percent of the 
current year’s church budget over a five-
year period. During the congregation’s 
Reach l Renew l Rejoice presentation, 
members thought back to two decades 

ago when they almost closed the  
church. Now this 134-member 
congregation in a small northern 
Minnesota community is strong and 
vital. Members developed unique 
signature ministries focusing on the 
steady influx of active retirees settling 
around the area lakes. They felt the 
deep calling to “pay it forward” so other 
congregations could also have a chance 
at church revitalization. At an all-church 
conference, the members voted to 
become “double tithe goal partners,” thus 
committing $40,000—or 20 percent of 
this year’s annual budget—over the next 
five years to Reach l Renew l Rejoice.

Reasons to rejoice


