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February 2018 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Minnesota United Methodist Churches: 
 
Grace and peace to you as we begin our Lenten journey with Jesus toward the cross and the 
Easter celebration. 
 
We are only three months from the 164th session of the Minnesota Annual Conference. This is 
also the 50th anniversary of the formation of The United Methodist Church. Our theme for this 
conference session is Discover Joy: Live Deeply! Rev. Olu Brown, founding and senior pastor of 
Impact Church in Atlanta, Georgia, will be our conference teacher as we explore how to live 
more fully—more deeply—into Jesus’ missional imperative to love God and neighbor. 
 
One of the most meaningful ways we express our love of God and neighbor is through our 
annual Love Offering for Missions. The offering will be received on Thursday, May 31, during 
our morning worship. I invite each of our congregations to begin praying and preparing to 
participate in yet another miraculous expression of God’s love in action. 
 
John 15 serves as the principle scriptural inspiration for our conference’s theme. Jesus, in 
speaking to his disciples during this portion of his farewell discourse, reminds them and us that 
he chose and appointed us to go and bear much fruit—fruit that will last. Our Love Offering is a 
fruit-bearing activity that will have lasting impact on each of the recipients. 
 
This year the Love Offering for Missions will support three projects: 
 

1) Puerto Rico Hurricane Recovery Trips (65%) 
 
In response to Hurricane Maria, Volunteers in Mission (VIM) trips from the Minnesota 
Annual Conference to Puerto Rico will commence in the fall.  
 
As teams are formed and team leaders are trained, most of the funds will be used for 
construction supplies bought and used on the island. Some of the funds will cover the 
purchase of hygiene kit and cleaning bucket supplies. Additional funds will be used for 
scholarships for first-time VIM participants. 
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2) Park Avenue UMC Children’s Defense Fund Freedom Schools Program (20%) 
 
The Freedom Schools Program is a six-week summer day camp experience for children. 
Its mission is to ensure that every child receives “a healthy start, a head start, a fair 
start, a safe start, and a moral start in life and successful passage to adulthood with the 
help of caring families and communities.” Each year, about 50 scholars are part of Park 
Avenue UMC’s program, which aims to address the “summer slide” and to close the 
achievement gap. 
 
Mornings are spent improving reading skills. In the afternoons, children participate in 
enrichment activities, including art, cooking, gardening, music/dance, and physical 
education. Love Offering funds will cover expenses for reading curriculum materials and 
for young adult mentors. 
 

3) NUMAS Haus (15%) 
 
NUMAS Haus provides emergency shelter and support services to homeless single 
women and their children in New Ulm and surrounding Brown County. Adjacent and 
connected to First UMC in New Ulm, clients are able to live there for up to 90 days as 
they complete a program that includes counseling, health and financial management, 
parenting and food preparation skills, and obtaining access to county social services and 
vocational training. 
 
Upon completion, participants are encouraged to secure permanent housing but may 
not immediately be able to pay market-rate rent. Love Offering funds will be used to 
help families with transitional rent assistance for six to 12 months. 

 
The bulletin insert and poster enclosed with this letter are to assist you in inviting the members 
and friends of your congregation to experience the joy of participating in the 2018 Love 
Offering for Missions. Additional information about the Love Offering is available on the 
conference website at www.minnesotaumc.org/loveoffering. 
 
Thank you for being a generous fruit-bearer and desiring to live deeply and joyfully as stewards 
of the Gospel and all of God’s good gifts. 
 
Yours in Christ’s love, 
 
 
 
Bruce R. Ough 
 
Enclosures: Bulletin Insert 

Poster 
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