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are doing a 3 day format for Mission u and planning a sepa-
rate Mission u Too at a different time and in different loca-
tions around the state. I’m so excited because I truly feel we 
will be able to involve more women with this change.
I am attending Annual Conference in St. Cloud June 21-23 
and then straight to the Jurisdiction Meeting in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan June 24-26. This is my first time involve-
ment in either one so I am really looking forward to it. I also 
plan to attend a portion of General Conference in Portland, 
Oregon in May. 
Our Vice President Kim Harris will be commissioned as a 
Deaconess at Annual Conference in St. Cloud and conse-
crated as a Deaconess at General Conference in Portland. I’m 
so excited for her and want to be a part of this important step 
in her life. Please keep her in your prayers.
I am still trying to work out attending a portion of the 
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women 
(WFMUCW World Conference) in Houston in August. This 
is an opportunity to be part of all of the Wesley based church 
women organizations from around the world…and you don’t 
need a passport to attend! Registration is available at: https://
www.regonline.com/register/checkin.aspx?eventId=1666376
I am truly grateful for this opportunity to serve as your 
president. I am also grateful for the support of team mem-
bers who guide me through the procedures of meetings and 
who are there every step of the way. Please continue to hold 
me in prayer. I know you have been because whenever I feel 
overwhelmed or discouraged I feel your love and warmth and 
know that I am not alone in this.

With love,
Sandy

UMW Online
Find us on the web:

www.mnconfumw.com/

We are now on Facebook!
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From the heart of the MN 
Conference UMW President, 

Sandy Meyer   

Greetings UMW Sisters!
Spring is one of my favorite 
times of year. I love the warmer 
weather, the longer days, the 
flowers blooming everywhere…

and it’s almost kayak season! But what I really love about  
spring is celebrating Volunteer Appreciation Month each 
April. I celebrate each of you for all that you do to support 
women, children, and youth around the world. Keep up the 
good work!
I just returned from three days 
of executive team meetings in St. 
Cloud. The dedication, cooperation, 
and creativity of our team is incred-
ible! It has left me thoroughly ener-
gized and excited for the future of 
our Conference. Moving forward 
there will be some changes in how 
we operate and the location of our 
events. We are truly looking to do 
what we say we do, which is include 
everyone. Our future meetings will 
be held only at facilities which are 
handicap accessible and practice “green” policies such as 
recycling and using real dishes, flatware, and table coverings. 
WiFi access is also very important to doing our work when 
we meet as a team.
This will be our last year at St. John’s for Mission u and 
Mission u Too. Registration is now open so please get regis-
tered as soon as possible. F.Y.I. we will not be in Pellegrene 
Auditorium (the smelly one) this year so all can participate 
INSIDE the Humphrey Auditorium.  In 2017 and 2018 we 

From The 
Heart
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Welcome to Mission u July 12-15
Mission u is a place to learn and connect with other United 

Methodist Women as we delve into the three study topics 
offered this year:  The Bible and Human Sexuality, Climate 
Justice, and Latin America.  Please read about our excellent 
study leaders in this issue of the Fresh Connection. 

Getting there:  St. John’s University is in Collegeville, 
MN.  Follow Interstate 94 to exit 156 (about 10 miles north-
west of St. Cloud). Highway signs will direct you southward 
to St. John’s.

Housing is in comfortable dorm rooms with shared bath-
rooms. Sheets, blanket, pillow and towels are provided.  You 
may wish to bring an extra blanket if you tend to get cold 
when sleeping.  Extra clothes hangers and a reading light or 
flashlight might be helpful.  

Registration will be online this year.  Please find details 
in this issue of the Fresh Connection.  Fees include housing – 
3 nights, 9 meals, 5 breaks, facility fee, and program.  Have 
emergency contact information ready when you register, and 
roommate’s name if you have one.

Check in for Mission u is at St. John’s Summer Office on 
the lower level of St. Mary Hall from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, July 12.  There you receive your room assign-
ment, room key, and parking pass.  You will pick up your 
name tag, which serves as your meal ticket, and your Mission 
u program book.  If you arrive early, check out the Discovery/
Action Room and Resources in the Science Building.

Schedule: We start with Tuesday lunch, served 11:30 am 
– 12:30 pm in the Dining Hall.  Meals are served cafeteria 
style with choices of entrees, salad bar, sandwich bar and 
desserts. The program begins in a different location this year, 
the Stephen Humphrey Theater at 12:45.  It’s conveniently 
located near the dining hall, next to Bennett Hall. Each 
morning we gather in the Humphrey Theater for worship and 
announcements.  Classes are in the Peter Engler Science 
Center (at last year’s location), as are the Resource room, 
Discovery/Action Room, displays, and quiet room.  Mission 
u ends with closing worship and communion on Friday at 
12:15 p.m.   Lunch is NOT included on Friday, but can be 
purchased on your own. 

Classes:  Everyone will take the spiritual growth study, The 
Bible and Human Sexuality, and will choose either Climate 
Justice or Latin America as a second study.  Mark your ability 
to walk and climb stairs on your registration so you can be 

assigned to a convenient classroom.  Elevators are available 
in the classroom building.

Accessibility and Special Services at Mission u: Baggage 
handling assistants are available at check-in and check-out 
time.  Golf carts will be available for those who have dif-
ficulty walking between dorms, the dining hall, Humphrey 
Theater and the Peter Engel Science Center.  The buildings 
are accessible.  Large print program book is available upon 
request.

Helpful items to bring to Mission u:  a book bag, a note-
book, Bible, pens or pencils, water bottle, umbrella, sweater, 
First Aid supplies.  Dress is casual; wear comfortable walk-
ing shoes. Medical emergencies will be handled through St. 
John’s emergency services

Mission u Study Books
Study Books can be purchased in the Resource Room at 
Mission u, or ordered on line before you attend Mission u at:  
www.umwmissionresources.org  
Two of the UMW Kindle study books are available from 
Amazon:  
Climate Justice   -   http://www.amazon.com/Climate-
Justice-Action-Issue-Mission-ebook/dp/B01CGQNWQ4
The Bible and Human Sexuality - http://www.amazon.
com/Bible-Human-Sexuality-Spiritual-Participants-ebook/
dp/B01CGQNGN8

Mission u Too
Mission u Too offers abbreviated class sessions to give you 

a taste of the current study topics.  Saturday classes will be 
held in the Peter Engler Science Building. Everyone will be 
taking only one study topic, and will attend several sessions 
during the day allowing more time to cover the material.  One 
classroom for each study will be on the main level (second 
floor) of the Science Center for convenience of those with 
limited walking or stair climbing ability. Mark your ability 
to walk and climb stairs on your registration so you can be 
assigned to a convenient classroom. An elevator is available.  
Childcare is provided for the Saturday’s Mission u Too.  
Bring a bag lunch for your child, or purchase a meal in the 
dining room.  Donations accepted for this service.   Your child 
must be registered.

Registration for Mission u Too will be online. Please find 
details in this issue of the Fresh Connection.  Fee includes 
lunch, break, facility fee, and program.

Mission u Fee Schedule

Double Room - No air conditioning $320

Double Room - With air conditioning $339

Single Room - No air conditioning $353

Single Room - With air conditioning $375

Commuter - No Housing, no breakfast $202

Mission u Too Fee Schedule

Saturday only $75

Early arrival Friday - Includes Fri. housing and Sat. 
breakfast, lunch, break, facility fee & Program 

Double Room - No air conditioning $114

Double Room - With air conditioning $121

Single Room - No air conditioning $125

Single Room - With air conditioning $133
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Check in for Mission u Too– will be in the lobby of the 
Stephen Humphrey Auditorium, Saturday, 8:00 – 8:45 a.m.  
Study books and coffee time will also be in the lobby for 
your convenience. The program begins at 8:45 a.m. in the 
Humphrey Auditorium, and ends at 4:30 p.m. after closing 
worship. Lunch is provided, but dinner is not included today. 
It can be purchased at your own expense in the dining hall. 

Accessibility:  Golf carts will be available for those who 
have difficulty walking between the dining hall, Humphrey 
Theater and the Peter Engel Science Center.  Buildings are 
accessible.  Large print program book is available upon 
request.  

Friday Early arrivals: Those choosing to arrive on Friday 
night for Mission u Too will check in at the St. John’s 
Summer office from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. to receive your room 
assignment, key and parking permit.

Parents/guardians coming on Friday night with children 
have two options:  First, if your child sleeps in one of St. 
John’s beds, there is an additional charge.  If you bring a 
sleeping mat and bag for your child to sleep on the floor there 
is no additional room charge.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
By popular demand, we have added a Mission u ice cream 

social before the district meetings on Thursday, and on Friday 
evening at 7:00 for those who arrive early for Mission u Too.  
We’ll be outdoors if the weather is nice.  It will be a fun way 
to get to know your UMW sisters! 

Mission u and Mission u Too
Registration Information

From the Registrar – As many of you know, we will again 
be using only online registrations this year. If for any reason 
you would like help in filling out the form, don’t be afraid 
to call me at 507-676-3544 or email me (if you have email) 
at regmnmissionu@gmail.com or even drop me a note with 
your phone number at Char Frankenberry, 507 3rd Ave SE, 
Waseca, MN. 56093, and I will get in touch with you. 

How do you know which plan you should take? If you 
are planning on only attending Mission u, mark only for plan 
1 choices; if you plan on attending both Mission u (weekday) 
and Mission u Too (Saturday), then mark plan 1 and plan 2 
choices; if you plan on attending only Mission u Too, then 
mark plan 2 choices. If you are not sure if your registra-
tion has been submitted, wait one or two days to receive the 
confirmation email or phone call from me before submitting 
another form. If you have indicated a health concern, I will 
call you about the concern. Thank you for last year’s honesty 
about the need for an elevator – it made it easier to know 
which classrooms to assign to you. Please do the same for 
this year. 

If you are coming to Mission u Too and taking advan-
tage of our Child Care program this year, and staying over-
night on Friday, if your child has a sleeping mat or sleeping 
bag, there is no charge for the child in your room. However, 
if the child will be sleeping in a bed, there is a charge.

District and Conference Officers – if you like a different 
room than the double non AC room, you are responsible for 
the difference in the cost of the room.  District teams will pay 
their District Treasurer for any amount they owe.

The link for the registration form is: https://
www.123contactform.com/form-1261034/Mission-U-
Registration-Form2016  Copy and paste into your URL, then 
register! After you hit the register button, this message should 
appear-“Sorry, the reports of this form are not public.”  This 
is their way of saying that this site is a secured site.

Refund Policy
According to Article 6 Section 5: A refund of 75% of the 

registration fee will be made for cancellations received after 
the registration deadline (June 30, 2016). Full refunds (less 
10% processing fee) will be made only in the case of an 
immediate family emergency. A written request must be sent 
to the registrar to receive a refund.

A transfer can occur prior to July 5, 2016. It must be to the 
same sex, study and room. 

Scholarships
Scholarships are available for Mission u.  Applications are 

due May 31. 
The scholarship application is available online at:
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/unitedmethodistwomenv

Unit Project 
Recognition 2016

The purpose of this program is to share success-
ful ideas with other United Methodist Women.  We 
received lots of great ideas last year!  This year 
units can submit more than one idea and can submit 
ideas any time of the year.    

Projects may include, but not limited to: UBUNTU, 
spiritual growth, membership nurture, educational, 
reading program, social action, fundraising, etc.   

A list of projects will be available at the Annual 
Gathering.  Please send Project ideas to Diane 
Hellie,  comcomnumw@gmail.com.  
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UMW Studies and
Study Leaders

Latin America: 
People and Faith is 
an overview of the 
richness of Latin 
America and its 
people. The study 
examines the his-
tory of the region 
from pre-Colom-
bian times until 

colonization and the struggle for inde-
pendence. It also explores the current 
challenges of the nations, along with 
their rich art, culture and the ongoing 
contributions of women. 

Deanna Hawkins 
While origi-

nally from south-
ern California, I 
have lived in Prior 
Lake, MN for over 
26 years and call it 
home.  I am mar-
ried to John, and we 
have a son, Daniel 

(30) and a daughter, Haley (24), as well 
as a son-in-law, Chris.  Our other great 
joys are our two granddaughters, Riley 
(11) and Malia (2), and our dogs, Lily 
and Tinker Bill.  I am a CPA and finan-
cial process consultant by trade. 

I have been an active member of Holy 
Trinity UMC in Prior Lake for over 23 
years.  My passion is in outreach/mis-
sion, as well as engaging our youth.

I lived in California for 20 years and 
New Mexico for 4 years, and have had 
lived and worked with Latinos in both 
locations.  In addition, I have partici-
pated in two short-term mission trips 
to Panama and seven to Honduras (led 
four) between 2002 and 2009.  I joined 

a team of future team leaders on a week-
long trip to Haiti in August 2010, and 
then pursued a six-month assignment as 
a Finance and Hospitality Coordinator 
for the UMVIM Haiti Response Plan.  I 
deployed to Haiti in mid-November and 
finished that assignment and returned 
home to my family in May 2011.  I’ve 
made several trips back to Haiti since 
then.  I’ve also had limited travels to 
Mexico, Costa Rica and Nicaragua.I 
have always had an interest in the Latino 
culture in the US as well as in Latin 
America.  This study has provided me 
the opportunity to deepen my knowl-
edge and understanding of the history 
and unique situations and contributions 
of the various groups of people.   I look 
forward to serving as a Latin America 
study group leader at Mission u, and 
to spending time in study with other 
mission-minded UMW women – we 
have so much to learn from each other.

Climate Justice: A Call to  
Hope and Action

Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and 
Action will deepen 
your understanding 
and awareness of cli-
mate change and its 
impact on God’s cre-
ation. The study high-
lights justice, peace, 
and integrity of cre-

ation as important dimensions of part-
nering in God’s mission today. It offers 
participants biblical, theological, and 
ethical insights as the basis of their 
advocacy on climate justice in churches 
and in the public sphere.

 Sarah Lawton serves as pastor at 
N o r t h e a s t 
U n i t e d 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church whose 
mission it is to 
be an environ-
mentally sus-
tainable, spiri-
tually fulfilling, 
and socially just community of faith in 
Northeast Minneapolis. Sarah, fourth 

generation United Methodist clergy, is 
a graduate of Claremont School of 
Theology, Beloit College and a for-
mer Peace Corps Volunteer. She lives, 
works, walks, worships and wheels 
around Northeast with her two doggies, 
and loves it. She aspires to think glob-
ally and act locally. 

Rev. Susan Mullin
Rev. Susan Mullin is a geologist and a 

deacon who serves as 
minister of faith for-
mation and commu-
nity outreach at Faith 
United Methodist 
Church in St. Anthony, 
Minnesota. She is one 
of six people select-

ed in 2014 to serve on the United 
Methodist Church’s Global Ministries 
Creation Care Team. In early December, 
the team represented the global United 
Methodist Church at the United Nations 
climate change conference in Paris. Rev. 
Mullin also convenes Hopeful Earth, a 
network of individuals and churches 
in the Minnesota Annual Conference 
working toward a holistic relationship 
with God’s creation. Her current project 
is consulting with Global Ministries 
on ways to expand a national minis-
try that addresses climate change and 
environmental justice and lifts up car-
ing for God’s creation as a core part of 
our identity as Christians. Rev. Mullin 
is married to a middle-school science 
teacher and has two young adult chil-
dren.

The Bible and Human Sexuality
The Bible and Human Sexuality 

explores the Bible and human sexual-
ity as two essential components of 
our Christian faith. 
The Bible is part of 
the foundation of 
our faith. Human 
sexuality is part 
of who we are as 
human beings, cre-
ated by God and 
called good. The 
study invites us to 
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explore the complexity of the biblical 
text and our varied understandings of it 
in light of human sexuality. 

Lynn Calvert
I am a lifelong 

United Methodist 
now serving as Dean 
of School for Lay 
Ministry at Cornell 
site in Mt. Vernon 
Iowa.  I am also in 

my fourth year as a district president of 
United Methodist Women.  The great-
est joys in my life are my four kids 
and their spouses and families.  My 
biggest challenge right now is facilitat-
ing the Faith Community’s Response 
to Domestic Violence.  We are having 
at least one workshop in each of the 
eight districts of the Iowa Conference.  
I taught the spiritual growth study at 
Iowa Mission u in 2015 and found it 
to be a blessing.  I am looking forward 
to meeting and serving with Minnesota 
United Methodist Women.

Cindy Kennedy
Pastor Cindy Kennedy was ordained 

an Elder in the Minnesota Annual 
Conference under 
Bishop Sally Dyck 
in 2012, after serv-
ing as a licensed local 
pastor for 5 years in 
Waterville Evangelical 
and Blooming Grove 
UMC, where she still 
serves.  

In 2010, Pastor Cindy started teach-
ing a spirituality class in the Federal 
Prison in Waseca MN. In July 2011, 
Pastor Cindy led the Mission u study 
The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative 
Justice and Reconciliation. And in 
November of 2011, she read Elaine 
Heath’s book about intentional UMC 
Christian communities, titled Longing 
for Spring.  Through all of these experi-
ences, Pastor Cindy felt God’s call to 
being an intentional ministry to woman 
coming out of incarceration and back 
into rural Minnesota. So, in 2012, with 

eight volunteers from two small church-
es, Gathering House Ministries was 
started and is currently serving people 
in the county jails. The long term goal 
of that ministry is to create an inten-
tional Christian community residence 
in a rural setting where people can live, 
work and grow in their faith when they 
leave a time of incarceration.   

Pastor Cindy is very excited about how 
this year’s study on Human Sexuality 
will illuminate and inform her ministry 
and the ministries of all who are lead to 
further their study and understanding 
of God’s good gift of sexuality and the 
many misconceptions and issues that 
still plague our world today.

Mission u Staff
Melinda Kohrt, 

Mission u Dean
What great top-

ics we have for the 
Mission u studies 
this year, and we 
have another awe-
some group of study 

leaders lined up.   Unfortunately, I 
missed attending Mission u as Dean 
last year, due to the illness of my hus-
band, but I am really looking forward 
to this year’s Mission u events at St. 
John’s.  I live in Minnetonka and attend 
Minnetonka United Methodist, where 
I am co-chair of the UMW Steering 
Committee. After retirement from 20 
years as a coordinator of activities at a 
senior center, I have enjoyed many trav-
el adventures within the United States 
mostly visiting family and friends, and 
attending Road Scholar programs.  The 
addition of grandchild number eleven 
was a delightful event that took place 
this past spring –thus another trip to go 
see her.  I hope to meet many of you 
for a fun and enlightening week at this 
year’s Mission u and Mission u Too!

Diana Eikelberg, Assistant Dean
“As Assistant Dean of Mission u, 

I spend my time trying to learn what 
my role as Dean will be next year. It 

is daunting for 
me, but the 
learning expe-
rience has 
been exciting. 
Working with 
Melinda and 
the team has 
been especially 
helpful. Great 
experience!

This year 
we will be 

hearing from the Climate Generation 
group, a Will Steger Legacy group. 
They will share their mission, 
vision, purpose, and stories of cli-
mate change from around Minnesota. 
We will hear Pam Johnson’s story 
as a Deaconess and Kim Harris’ 
road to becoming a Deaconess. 
Ice cream socials, entertainment, vid-
eos, and more fun and learning. Please 
join us this year.”

Char Frankenberry, Registrar
I have lived 

in Waseca Mn 
with my husband 
Don for 30 plus 
years. I belong to 
Blooming Grove 
UMC, a small 
church in the 
country. I have 

4 children; 3 boys and 1 girl. Among 
them, they have provided me with 11 
grandchildren and 1 great granddaugh-
ter. Yes, the house is crowded when 
we all get together. My involvement 
in activities include but not limited 
to, bridge club, delivering Meals on 
Wheels, Bible study groups, volunteer-
ing for Food at Faith ( a monthly food 
distribution), Friends of the Waseca 
Library Board, health Insurance coun-
selor with the Senior Linkage line and a 
volunteer with Gathering house visiting 
inmates at the Steel County Detention 
Center. 

Staff Con’t on Page 6
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Liz Weninger, Business Manager
Hi, my name 

is Liz Weninger. 
Actually it 
is Elizabeth 
Cora Wolff 
W e n i n g e r . 
I was born 
in Evanston 
Illinois and 
raised in 
Wilmette, IL, 
St. Louis, MO, 

Charles City, IA, Prior Lake, MN. 
College in Ottawa, KS. 

While I was younger I spent several 
weeks/months at a time on Long Boat 
Key, Florida. While in college, the 
first time my major was Business with 
a double minor of music and history. 
There was quite a bit of time between 
my first stint in college and when 
I graduated. While my husband was 
working at Augsburg College, I took 
advantage of the tuition advantage and 
finished my BA. He always said that 
I went back to school to learn how to 
do what I had been doing all my work-
ing life, accounting. I finished my BA 
in Accounting in 1992 with a minor 
in MIS (Management Information 
Systems). After various working posi-
tions in the 4 years after my first 2 

years of college I started working for 
a Manufacturer’s Distributor and Rep 
which is where I stayed for the next 
33 years. I started as the only person 
in the office doing all the Accounting 
and Secretarial work and when I had 
to retire due to health problems I was 
the Controller/CFO for a company that 
had grown from three people to 25. 
During the first part of my retirement I 
compiled my grandmother’s handwrit-
ten cookbook onto the computer for all 
of my cousins and sent them all copies. 
After that I started volunteering. 

I am on the City of Prior Lake LAC 
(Lakes Advisory Committee) and my 9 
years will be over this coming October. 
I have served as the River Valley Rep to 
Emma Norton Services and I still serve 
on the Financial Committee for ENS. 
As a part of the River Valley District I 
was also the Social Action Person which 
is close to my heart because as a youth 
and collage age person I was marching 
for Civil and Voting Rights. Besides 
the above I am also active at Holy 
Trinity United Methodist Church and 
have been since I moved to Prior Lake 
in 1964 when I was home from College 
and then home permanently and I sing 
with the Masterworks Chorale based 
out of Augsburg College.

Staff Con’t. from page 5 Day of Giving  
a Big Success
Thank you for making our  
second annual Day of Giving 
a success!

We celebrated our second annual Day 
of Giving on March 23, and thanks to 
you, it was a great success. We doubled 
our gifts compared to last year, and 
every single conference participated in 
the Day of Giving.

Our members and friends were espe-
cially excited about this year’s matching 
funds. Newly introduced, these funds 
were secured by current and former 
United Methodist Women board presi-
dents and chief executive officers. The 
matching funds increased every new 
gift donated on the Day of Giving by 
50 percent.

All Day of Giving gifts go to the 
Legacy Fund, and we have now col-
lected more than $1.16 million for this 
fund. The Legacy Fund is a permanent 
endowment that will support the mis-
sion outreach of future generations of 
United Methodist Women.

Martha S. Knight, treasurer of Unit-
ed Methodist Women, says, “We are 
thrilled that United Methodist Women 
members today are so excited about 
standing beside their daughters, grand-
daughters, nieces and great nieces to 
make mission happen!”

We sincerely thank you for your sup-
port. It is your generosity that makes 
the work of United Methodist Women 
possible.

n From United Methodist Women, 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

The theme for the 13th World 
Assembly, 2016, of the World 
Federation of Methodist and Uniting 
Church Women Assembly is “CHOSEN 
PEOPLE: CALLED TO PROCLAIM” 
and is based on the Good News transla-
tion of 1 Peter 2: 9 & 10.

9 But you are the chosen race, the 
King’s priests, the holy nation, God’s 
own people, chosen to proclaim the 
wonderful acts of God, who called you 
out of darkness into his own marvellous 
light.10 At one time you were not God’s 
people, but now you are his people; at 

one time you did not know God’s mercy, 
but now you have received his mercy.

1 Peter 2: 9-10 (Good News Bible)
For the past 2 quinquenniums the 

Federation has worked very hard on the 
Millennium Development Goals. This 
has given us great opportunity to work 
out the social justice component of 
our Wesleyan tradition. With this new 
theme there is opportunity to bring in a 
balance of Wesleyan holiness and social 
concern.

Register at: 
register.wfmucw.org

Chosen People: Called to Proclaim
Monday, 29th August to Saturday 3rd September, 2016 - Houston, Texas, USA.
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Legacy Fund in Minnesota -  
First Year Report

The Legacy Fund is a 5-year giv-
ing program to raise enough money 
for an endowed fund, and the fund’s 
interest will support the admin-
istrative costs of staffing United 
Methodist Women in years to come. 
The Fund is receiving active contri-
butions from 2015-2019; after 2019, 
only legacy gifts (bequests, estate 
gifts and insurance payments). 2019 
represents the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of what we now call 
UMW.

We thank those faithful women 
and UMW units that supported 
the Legacy Fund in its first year; 
in Minnesota, we gave more than 
$10,000. Our goal for the Minnesota 
Conference is that every member 
of UMW will be able to make gifts 
during the duration of the campaign 
– whether it is $18.69 per year or 
$1,869 per year. We also encourage 
members to pool resources and give 
a Legacy Gift through their unit, 
perhaps to honor a UMW leader.

For the second year, our goal is 
$12,000 in gifts. We understand that 
this is second or even third mile 
giving, and we are grateful to those 
who have given so that UMW may 

continue putting faith, hope and love 
into action into the 21st Century. 
Situations may have changed, but 
human behavior has not; concerns 
about women’s dignity and develop-
ment and the education of children 
and youth remain, in addition to 
concerns about the environment and 
spiritual growth for each of us.

This year, we have a much better 
system for receiving your Legacy 
Fund gifts. You may give directly 
to the National Office or you may 
make your check payable to MN 
Conference UMW with “Legacy 
Fund” in the memo line. Please be 
sure to include your name and con-
tact information with every Legacy 
gift, so you can be thanked and 
receive credit for your gift. It can be 
sent directly to Patience Gall, con-
ference treasurer, or passed through 
your district treasurer.

We have a team of women who 
love to talk about the Legacy Fund; 
invite one of us to talk to your unit 
(or a group from several churches). 
Contact Becky Coleman at 612-724-
4817 or BeckyC57@gmail.com to 
start the conversation. Thank you for 
your support!

UMW National 
Mission in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan

The UMW North Central Jurisdiction 
meeting will be held in Grand Rapids 
Michigan.  One of the UMW National 
Missions, United Methodist Community 
House, is in Grand Rapids.  
The United Methodist Community 
House is a non-profit agency based in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan with a mis-
sion to increase the ability of children, 
youth, adults and families to succeed in 
a diverse community.

The history of the United Methodist 
Community House (UMCH) can be 
traced back to 1902 when a group of 
Methodist women came together to do 
settlement work. Through the years, 
the program was expanded to meet 
the growing needs of the community. 
Today, UMCH is truly a place where 
the community gravitates for its daily 
necessities. The UMCH collaborates 
with area agencies to offer a range of 
family friendly programs, from child-
care to family and senior programs.

See www. http://www.umchousegr.org/ 
for more information.

United Methodist Women  
Mission Giving
2016 Mission Dollars Spent
Year $38,142.81

Day

Hour $1,589.28

5 Minutes $132.44

1 Minute $26.49

1 Second $0.44

$13,922,126.00
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North Central Jurisdiction 2016 
Quadrennial Meeting 

June 24-26, 2016 Grand Rapids, MI

Registration starts 12:30 pm Friday — 
Adjournment is 11:30 am Sunday

YOU ARE INVITED!
Come, hear the address by United Methodist Women’s General Secretary/Chief 
Executive Officer Harriet Jane Olson and President of the United Methodist 
Women National Office Yvette K. Richards.

Watch the voting process for selection of our new Directors and the next North 
Central Jurisdiction team!

Register at:
http://www.ncjumc.org/ncj-united-methodist-women/

Conference MNO Label 
Order Processor

Shelley Knoblauch is a newly 
Appointed Conference Officer and 
will begin immediately to process 
all label orders. We are delighted 
to welcome her! Contact her at the 
following email and phone number:

Shelley Knoblauch
MNO Label Order Processor
mnomnumw@gmail.com 
952-381-4490

Thanks,
Joyce Nedbalek, Co-Chair
Conference Committee on 

Nominations


