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III. 2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION

161st Session of the Minnesota Annual Conference 
Theme:  “God’s Vision, Our Mission, Unleashed” 

A.  Daily Proceedings 

Wednesday Morning, May 27, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center 

1. CLERGY and LAITY SESSIONS:  At 10:00 am the Clergy Session was held in Haws A & B (see minutes on page 27)
and the Laity Session was held in the Kelly Inn Ballroom (see minutes on page 29.) 

Wednesday Afternoon, May 27, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Carlson Hall, Terry Haws A & B 

2. OPENING WORSHIP WITH CONFERENCE PREACHER:  Worship began in Carlson Hall with prelude music and an
opening song, “All are Welcome.”  Following the Call to Worship liturgy led by Bishop Bruce Ough and Rev. Henry 
Dolopei (Brooklyn Center: Brooklyn), the congregation sang, “Shout Aloud to God” in a round and heard an opening 
prayer repeated in several different languages: English, Mano, Korean, Hmong, Spanish and American Sign Language.  
The congregation joined in singing “DeColores” in English and Spanish.  Bishop Ough gave an opening greeting.  Rev. 
Tsuchue Vang (St. Paul: Wheelock) led the congregation in responsive scripture readings from the Psalms and the 
Gospel of Luke, interspersed with two congregational singings of “Shout Aloud to God” in a round.  

Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud (Hamline University, Conference Preacher), shared a message entitled, “Listening When 
the Stones Cry Out.”  She referenced Native American Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett, who has written a story about his 
father gathering special stones and listening to what they might be saying.  She talked about listening to a stone 
which lives at Snelling State Park and is engraved with the names of the bands of Dakota interred there following the 
horror of the forced march, imprisonment and death of hundreds of the Dakota people following the Dakota-US war in 
the 1800’s.  Rev. David Bard (Duluth: First) brought forward a stone that he received at the General Conference 2012 
Act of Repentance worship service.  He shared how the stones were symbols intended to encourage all conferences to 
join the journey of repentance with the Native American people.   Rev. Victorin-Vangerud encouraged the 
congregation to continue to listen to the stones, to continue working toward justice and relationship with Native 
American brothers and sisters, and to continue to heal by turning, seeing and listening to the cries of others’ truths.   

The congregation sang “A Place at the Table” in preparation for Communion.  The Great Thanksgiving Liturgy was led 
by Bishop Ough interspersed with congregational singing of “Creating God,” followed by the partaking of the 
elements and a closing prayer.  Worship concluded with the congregation singing “We Are Called.”  Members were 
dismissed for a short break. 

VIDEO:  As members gathered in Terry Haws A & B to begin the plenary session, a video created by Cross Winds UMC in 
Maple Grove was shown.  This was the third place winner of the missional impact video contest.  

3. PLENARY SESSION:  Bishop Bruce Ough called to order the 161st session of the Minnesota Annual Conference at
3:30 pm and welcomed the membership. 

4. OPENING MOTIONS:  Janet Beard (Conference Secretary) moved that the conference session conduct its business
according to the Rules of Procedure as printed on page 10 of the agenda book.  The motion was seconded and 
approved by a voice vote. 

Janet Beard further moved that the agenda as printed in the agenda book be accepted as the agenda for this session 
of the Minnesota Annual Conference.  The motion was seconded and approved by a voice vote. 
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5. ACTION ITEM 100:  DEFINING THE DEBATE ON GENERAL CONFERENCE PETITIONS:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director
of Ministries) moved the adoption of Action Item 100, which frames the debate on the General Conference petitions 
and suspends rules 14 and 15 of the Rules of Procedure.  Bishop Ough accepted a second to the motion.  The motion 
passed with a hand vote by more than a two-thirds majority. 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) brought before the members the Consent
Calendar.  Action Items 200 through 207 were placed on the Recommended for Adoption List by the Common Table. 
Action Item 203 has been updated to include F. Elaine Foote-Blum, retirement date, 7-1-15, with 28 years of service.  
Item 200 has been updated to include Strong Missions/Ministry, Costa Rica under ‘Other Ministries’.  Rev. Gregorson 
announced that removal of an action item from the Consent Calendar requires a petition with ten names to be 
presented to the Conference Secretary by 10:00 am Thursday morning. 

7. ELECTED LEADER:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) introduced the Elected Leader Report.  The
printed/e-mailed copies are the first reading.  Rev. Gregorson asked that any corrections to items be submitted to her.  
Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) asked a question about how to ask questions concerning the substance of reports with the 
intention to create dialogue.  Rev. Gregorson suggested that questions should be directed to the author of the report 
first, and if further clarification is needed, questions may be brought up on the floor. 

8. ANNUAL REPORT:  Rev. Phil Strom (Southern Prairie District Superintendent & Dean of Cabinet) introduced this
time of reporting the MN Annual Conference missional achievements and opportunities for 2015.  Rev. Strom opened 
with inspiring words and humorous posters concerning motivation, ambition, responsibility and sacrifice.  He lifted up 
the incredible leadership, devotion and faithfulness of Bishop Ough and his passion to infuse the love of Christ into all 
MN United Methodists, so that good news and healing may be shared with all of God’s children.  Following Rev. 
Strom’s words, a Missional Impact video highlighting several important missions happening around the state was 
shown.  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) asked all members to find the Missional Report (MR) booklet on 
their tables.  (See addendum at the end of the Journal for a copy of this booklet.  MR page numbers reference this 
addendum.)  She encouraged members to take time to read this booklet to discover how resources of time and money 
have been used, and to find inspiration by the stories of transformation that are being experienced around the state. 

*ELI PROJECT (MR, page 7):  Rev. Gregorson gave a brief review of this project which provides intentional internship
opportunities for college students to explore a vocational call to ministry. 

*LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES (MR, page 8):  Rev. Gregorson highlighted the redesign of certification processes and
programs that has been happening in lay ministry this year. 

*BOARD OF ORDAINED MINISTRY:  Rev. Rhodie Jacobson (Monticello: Community) and Rev. Michelle Hargrave (Mankato:
Centenary) Co-Chairs of the Board of Ordained Ministry announced the names of all those being affirmed for licensed 
and ordained ministry this year.  Bishop Bruce Ough provided the background of the historic questions asked of all 
United Methodist candidates for ordained ministry.  He asked the candidates the questions and they responded 
appropriately.  Rev. Hargrave also read the names of those clergy who will be retiring this year, and asked the members 
to join her in thanking these dedicated people, who have given so much of their lives so others might know the love 
and grace of God.  Names of all these people can be found in the minutes for Thursday Evening, Celebration of Life in 
Ministry Worship (page 21-22.) 

*EQUIPPING CONGREGATIONS (MR, page 12):  Rev. Justin Halbersma (Winona: Wesley) reported on the efforts being
made in Equipping Congregations through the Missional Journey, Healthy Church Initiative and Missional Church 
Consultation Initiative processes.  Twenty four churches began one of these processes this year and more than a dozen 
additional churches are in years two or three of one of these initiatives.  Rev. Halbersma asked all those who are 
involved with one of these to stand; he led a prayer for their journeys. 

*DISCONTINUED CHURCHES:  Rev. Strom introduced the two churches who will be discontinued this year, Kelly Lake
UMC and Becker UMC.  He gave thanks for their faithful ministry for 101 and 130 years, respectively. 

*CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (MR, page 11):  Rev. Whitney Starkey (Roseville: Centennial) gave a brief summary of
the multi-site project she and Rev. Brian Hacklander (Roseville: Centennial) have been called by God to implement.  
Rev. Starkey indicated that this is the newest of fifteen church planting projects supported by Congregational 
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Development.  She then introduced Tyler Sit (Mpls: New City church start) who gave an uplifting summary of the new 
church he will be working to start in downtown Minneapolis.  The website for the new church is 
www.aplacetostart.church.  Revs. Paul Marzahn and Cathy Townley from Congregational Development prayed for 
Tyler and the new church. 
 
*MISSIONS (MR, pages 16-22):  Rev. Strom highlighted the generosity of the MN Annual Conference and reported on 
donations made to many missions. 
 
*UM FOUNDATION (MR, page 23):  Rev. Gregorson gave thanks to the United Methodist Foundation and its Director, Val 
Walker, for the many ways they have provided financial assistance to the conference and churches in MN. 
 
*REACH●RENEW●REJOICE (MR, Page 13):  A video highlighting the RRR campaign was shown.  Rev. Rhodie Jacobson 
(RRR Conference Chair), Karen Evenson (RRR Administrative Assistant), Rev. Dan Johnson (RRR Campaign Director), 
Jennifer Tyler (Tyler and Associates) and Bishop Ough expressed thanks to all participants, gave an update on progress, 
and shared moving stories about the impact RRR has had on individuals, churches and our conference as a whole.  
They reported that the successful results of this campaign have been and will continue to be about strengthening 
relationships with one another across the conference as well as raising funds for new and existing church 
development.  
 
*STRATEGIC CHOICES:  Barb Carroll (Director of Finance and Administration) began her report using an illustration 
about a hawthorn plant, which refused to grow to its full potential, even though the gardener had worked hard to 
offer the opportunity.  She compared the hawthorn to the MN Conference, which is called to a new future and has 
potential for new growth, yet is held back by a powerful and cherished past. Ms. Carroll encouraged the conference to 
think about what new things God is calling members to, and she continued the report with the following three areas 
which have been in strategic conversation and decision making recently: 
 

a.  CAMPING (MR, page 9):  Keith Shew (Director of Camping) highlighted the strategic decisions being made 
to improve the camping program:  *the sale of Kingswood, which paid off debt and brought in $1.2 million for future 
capital improvements; *Decision Hills, which is currently being marketed for sale; *Koronis, which has plans for a new 
dining hall/multi purpose space; and *Northern Pines, which has a possible acquisition of adjoining property.  Mr. 
Shew indicated that plans and decisions are still being made in regard to the divestment of the Star Lake property. 
 

b.  TRUSTEES:  Barb Carroll remarked that the trustees struggle with decisions regarding discontinued church 
buildings, and each decision is made with specific strategic goals in mind.  Decisions that have been made this year 
include:  *the former Wesley and the former Joyce buildings have both been put up for sale; *the former New Horizon’s 
property in St. Cloud is also still for sale; *the trustees approved the sale of the former Morton building. 
 

c.  2016 BUDGET:  Barb Carroll continued her comments with an introduction of the 2016 budget.  The budget 
at ceiling does not include key initiatives, therefore the Budget Process Team and Common Table with the support of 
the Council on Finance and Administration, have decided to bring an alternative budget that goes above the ceiling, 
but is still lower than the 2014 budget.  The increase would be $90,000 to support two strategic leadership ministries 
which were started by and funded thus far by other resources:  Soul Leaders and the ELI Project.  These two initiatives 
are important to continue working toward the goal of raising-up effective leaders for future vitality.  Ms. Carroll asked 
members to think and pray about this before the vote on the budget on Friday.  A case statement and a Q & A session 
with CFA during Thursday breakfast were offered as additional resources for decision-making.  
 
*CONCLUSION:  Rev. Strom concluded the annual report by saying that all the reports show that, by working shoulder 
to shoulder, the MN Annual Conference can change the world.  He encouraged members to write thoughts about 
strategic investments and how churches are called to join in these future investments on post it notes to place on the 
wall in the back of the room in order to continue the conversation. 
 
9.  INTRODUCTION OF EXTENDED CABINET:  Bishop Bruce Ough introduced the members of the Extended Cabinet:  
Rev. Mark Miller (North Star District Superintendent), Rev. Susan Richey Nienaber (Big Waters District Superintendent), 
Rev. Phil Strom (outgoing Southern Prairie District Superintendent), Rev. Fred Vanderwerf (incoming Southern Prairie 
District Superintendent), Rev. Judy Zabel (outgoing Twin Cities District Superintendent), Dan Johnson (incoming Twin 
Cities District Superintendent, outgoing Director of Congregational Development, outgoing Reach●Renew●Rejoice 
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Campaign Director), Rev. Clay Oglesbee (River Valley District Superintendent), Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of 
Ministries), Barbara Carroll (Director of Finance and Administration), Christa Meland (Director of Communications), 
Keith Shew (Director of Camping and Retreats), Val Walker (Minnesota United Methodist Foundation Executive 
Director), Rev. Lyndy Zabel (Director of Missional Impact), and Janet Beard and Robert Kutter (Conference Co-Lay 
Leaders).  Gifts and applause of appreciation were presented to Revs. Strom and Zabel.  A gift and applause of 
appreciation were also presented to Barb Carroll, who will be retiring in the fall. 

David and Kieu Doan, from the Vietnamese Language Ministry, offered a dinner prayer.  The prayer was spoken in 
Vietnamese first, then in English.  The afternoon session was recessed. 

Wednesday Evening, May 27, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Carlson Hall 

10. AWARDS CELEBRATION:  Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman (Mpls: Prospect Park) opened the celebration with two of
the five favorite hymns that were chosen by members’ votes throughout the day.  (These were the top 5 that were not 
being sung at other times during conference.)  The hymns were:  5-“Gather Us In,” 4-“I’ll Fly Away,”  3-“How Great Thou 
Art,” 2-“Standing on the Promises,” and 1-“Hymn of Promise.”  Rev. Clay Oglesbee (River Valley District Superintendent) 
and Rev. Judy Zabel (Twin Cities District Superintendent) announced award winners.  In between awards, liturgy was 
shared and verses from the song “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” were sung. 

Culture of Call Award (National Award) 
Hastings UMC MAC (Ministry as a Career) Track.  A video called “Discerning God’s Call” about the Hastings MAC Track 
was shown.  Jane Wood (Director of the Foundation of Evangelism) from the General Conference was introduced to 
present the award to the Hastings group.  Hastings was chosen from about 20 applicants nationwide. 

Eli Project 
Joelle Anderson (Project Manager) introduced the eight college students who received internships for this summer.  
The students are exploring a call to ordained ministry and will be working with eight different pastors at churches 
around MN.  The students are:  John Barclay III interning at Brunswick UMC, David Hodd interning at STORM Faith 
Community (multi-site), Lorin Leake interning at Hennepin Ave. UMC, Kari Louwagie interning at Park Ave. UMC, Lee 
Miller interning at Uptown Church, Dani Smith interning at Wesley UMC, Ronnie Stimson interning at Woodbury 
Peaceful Grove UMC, and Melissa Thompson interning at Anoka UMC.  Bishop Ough prayed over the students and their 
ministry. 

Francis Asbury Award 
David Bard (Higher Education Ministry Team Chair) presented J. Cody Nielsen (Wesley Foundation, Campus Ministry) 
with the award. 

VIDEO:  “Do Something” by Matthew West was shown. 

Rural Church Award 
Rev. Zabel presented Ogilvie UMC with the award for their new outreach, “Food for the Soul.”  Following a financial 
crisis, instead of discontinuing, the Ogilvie folks found renewed faith and excitement by offering free community hot 
meals once a month. 

Jeanne Audry Powers Award For Ecumenism 
Rev. Oglesbee presented NISE (Northern Intercultural Spiritual Experiences) with the award.  This organization was 
founded to unify people in the northern suburbs by gathering as an interfaith community.  Their goal is to increase 
understanding and foster good relationships among people of different faiths by providing spiritual experiences:  
through presentations, conversations and the arts.  Sally Higgins and Kay Roberts, members of NISE and Champlin 
UMC, accepted the award. 

One Matters Award 
Melanie Gordon (Director of Children’s Ministries at Discipleship Ministries – former GBOD) introduced the award.  This 
recognition is awarded to churches that have grown in professions of faith.  Oakwood UMC received the award 
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because of their increase in baptisms over the past year:  from 3 in 2013 to 11 in 2014.  Along with the plaque, Ms. 
Gordon also presented Oakwood UMC with a gift of $1000 to continue their efforts to offer Christ to the children in 
their community and to provide opportunities for children to grow in love of God and neighbor. 
 
VIDEO:  “UMCOR Thank You” was shown. 
 
UMCOR Anniversary 
Patrick Friday (Director of In Mission Together, from the General Board of Global Ministries) shared words of greeting, 
thanks, and celebration for all the mission work Minnesota United Methodists have done through partnering efforts 
with UMCOR.  He encouraged members to continue to “be the hope” through UMCOR. 
 
HYMNS:  The celebration continued with the singing of two more of the favorite hymns. 
 
Episcopal Address 
Bishop Ough began the address by praying scripture, Philippians 2:2-11.  He gave encouraging words and statistics 
about the MN Annual Conference’s journey toward vitality.  Bishop Ough then challenged members (including 
himself) with the enormity of the “final exam.”  Jesus’ final exam question relates to the scripture (Matthew 25:44), 
“When was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not care for you?”  
Bishop Ough noted that the poor have a central place in the actions of Jesus and that 1 in every 16 verses in scripture 
mention the poor, (1 in every 10 in the gospels.)  He mentioned that ALL are God’s children sharing the world’s 
resources and that the final exam is each person’s response to human need and suffering in a lifetime.  As Christians, 
our final exam question will not be about what we professed, but about what we did for the “least of these”: hungry, 
thirsty, naked, a stranger, sick or in prison.  Bishop Ough encouraged the idea of building bridges and he shared ways 
in which United Methodists in MN realize that the future is not found in preserving ourselves behind locked doors, but 
in building relationships in the world.  He quoted Mother Teresa:  “We should not serve the poor like they were Jesus; 
we should serve the poor because they are Jesus.” 
 
Denman Evangelism Awards 
Bishop Ough invited Jane Wood (Director of the Foundation of Evangelism) to help present the awards.  Three awards 
were presented.  Youth Recipient:  Allison Schwarz, from LeSueur UMC, identifies herself within the mission of Jesus 
and sees herself as a part of the lineage of those who have done the same.  She has been active in mission trips both 
across the country and across the street; giving back to her town, church and school is part of who she is and what 
she’s about.  Laity Recipient:  Mindy Kearney, from LaCrescent UMC, began a program at her church called JOLT (Jesus 
Our Living Truth), which is a free community meal, offered each Wednesday evening.  She has led the church in 
ecumenical efforts in Vacation Bible School and youth mission trips.  Mindy is currently leading a sack lunch outreach 
program for children throughout the summer.   Clergy Recipient:  Rev. Dr. Lowell Gess (retired) age 93, returned to 
Sierra Leonne this year during the heart of the Ebola epidemic in order to take supplies to and help at the Kissy Eye 
Hospital which he helped start in 1984.  Rev. Gess shared some moving words about his experience and God’s call to 
him. 
 
VIDEO:  The second place winner of the missional impact video contest was shown.  This video was created by Simpson 
Center for Servant Ministries in Minneapolis. 
 
VIM Team Commissioning 
Bishop Ough invited members of the 2015 Hurricane Sandy Relief team to come forward to share litany; Bishop prayed 
over the team. 
 
Conclusion 
Bishop Ough concluded the celebration with encouraging words about God calling all people in many ways.  He noted 
how Jesus was constantly encouraging people to re-think “church” and shared the quote, “The church has left the 
building – Gone Outreaching.”  Following the unison reading of the Breakthrough Prayer, Bishop encouraged any of 
the congregation who wished to be commissioned as a person who will go and do great things for God, to come 
forward to the prayer stations.  The video, “Do Something” by Matthew West was played while people came forward to 
pray. 
 
HYMN:  The Celebration closed with the singing of the number one favorite hymn. 
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Thursday Morning, May 28, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Terry Haws A & B, Riverside Commons 

 
11.  OPENING WORSHIP:  Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman (Mpls.: Prospect Park) opened worship with a song in a round, 
“Boom-di-ada.”  Bishop Bruce Ough introduced the MAC partnership with Vietnam and asked, “What would Wesley 
do?”  The answer was that Wesley would use technology!  By the power of the Internet and Holy Spirit working 
together, members in MN were able to fellowship and worship with brothers and sisters in two different Vietnam 
locations: Can To & Lam Dong.  Patrick Friday (Global Ministries: Director of In Mission Together) led the congregation 
in spirit-filled litany, song and prayer.  Bishop Ough mentioned that having people from MN and Vietnam connect in 
this way was a very meaningful experience for him. 
 
12.  BIBLE STUDY:  Rev. Anita Phillips (Executive Director of UMC Native American Comprehensive Plan) shared a 
powerful message tied to scripture from Deuteronomy 10:17-19 (which was read by Guy Sederski, Big Waters District).  
She talked about how alienation happens to all, and how the strangers and aliens in the Bible, are not enemies, but 
individuals who are worthy of respect.  She told a story about a trip to Chicago where she felt like an alien, and the 
powerful healing that came from a man who reached out to her.  Rev. Phillips talked about the ‘Act of Repentance’ 
which is being encouraged by the General Conference to work toward healing relationships with Native Americans, 
and she mentioned how this was not meant to be a singular event, but a process of reaching out and connecting with 
each other.  The Native Americans initially welcomed the stranger/alien (Europeans) and showed them how to survive.  
Now the Native Americans need the ancestors of those people to understand, to listen to, and to acknowledge the 
history that has resulted in oppression and genocidal actions toward the native peoples of this land.  Rev. Phillips said 
that each person holds the key to another’s humanity and healing; all need to remember the spiritual connections 
shared through Christ, through church, and through community.  She encouraged members to continue to work on 
developing relationships with Native Americans.  In response to Rev. Phillips’ message, the congregation joined in 
singing, “For One Great Peace.” 
 
13.  LOVE OFFERING:  Karen Thompson (Chair, Mission Promotion Ministry Team) described the Love Offering which 
was then collected to benefit: 

Grace Children’s Center in Vietnam (60%) 
Church-School Partnership Grants (30%) 
Volunteers in Mission Scholarships (10%) 

Rev. Pam Armstrong (Mpls: Epworth) led the congregation in a unique paper airplane prayer.  Prayers for each 
recipient of the Love Offering were recited, as members made each fold in the creation of brightly colored paper 
airplanes.  In celebratory conclusion, 800 paper airplanes were simultaneously released into the air.  Worship 
concluded with the song, “Sent Out, In Jesus’ Name”; Bishop’s sending forth; and the song, “For One Great Peace.” 
 
14.  50 WAYS TO LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR:  Members were encouraged to take a short break and then proceed to the 
River Walk Wall to enjoy “50 Ways to Love Your Neighbor,” a MN UMC Mission Fair. As they exited the plenary room, 
members received purple bags filled with snacks, water and other goodies.  The Mission Fair consisted of several 
displays offering many great ideas for mission and ministry that have been successful in churches and communities 
around the state. 
 
VIDEO:  As members returned to the room a breakthrough video, “Launching Summit” from the Dakotas, was shown. 
 
15.  TEACHING SESSION:  Rev. Jorge Acevedo is lead pastor at Grace Church in Southwest Florida, a United Methodist 
congregation that has grown its weekend worship in a multi-site model from 400 to 2600 over the past 19 years.  He 
began his first teaching session with the idea that God wants United Methodists to be Pentecostal people and that 
faithfulness precedes fruitfulness.  Rev. Acevedo shared his belief that the denomination’s lack of fruitfulness is a direct 
result of a lack of faithfulness, and that many United Methodist churches are like bowls of artificial fruit:  they look good 
on the outside, but are false on the inside.  To change this, he recommended three ways to increase faithfulness.  First, 
be connected in rich, authentic relationships with other Christ-followers (faithfulness requires community).  Second, be 
connected in a rich, authentic relationship with Jesus (faithfulness requires abiding).  Third, cut away and clean off 
anything that prevents abundant worship of God and God alone (faithfulness requires pruning). 
 
Rev. Acevedo offered a prayer for lunch.  The morning session was recessed. 
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Thursday Afternoon, May 28, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Terry Haws A & B 

 
VIDEO:  As members returned to the meeting room a breakthrough video, “Everyone Wins in White River” from the 
Dakotas, was shown. 
 
16.  TEACHING SESSION:  Rev. Jorge Acevedo continued his second teaching session by comparing Easter Christians 
(locked up and fearful) with Pentecostal Christians (fearless and ready to “go!”).  Rev. Acevedo encouraged members to 
carefully consider the places we are planting seeds for Christ.  He gave the example that seeds grow and produce 
harvests differently when they are planted in a parking lot versus a community garden versus a hydroponic garden.  
Rev. Acevedo also encouraged members to carefully consider the organizational structures of our churches.  He shared 
his belief that in creating a culture of discipleship, the systems and strategies we create should match the capacity of 
our churches and leaders, and should be designed to make disciples not committee members.  Rev. Acevedo gave 
examples being used at Grace Church which involve Reach Ministries (engaging and inviting unchurched people to 
experience the love of Jesus – inside and outside the church building walls); Connect Ministries (helping people 
connect to Jesus and the Grace Church family once they have attended worship); and Send Ministries (sending people 
forth to make the realities of heaven, the realities of earth.)  Rev. Acevedo showed a video from Grace Church showing 
ministries in action.  He reminded the congregation that it is critical to always connect the church’s good works to the 
reason for them.  When people at Grace give away a bag of groceries, they tell the recipient why they’re giving it away, 
and ask how they can pray for the recipient.  Rev. Acevedo closed with the thought that there are 7.3 billion people on 
this planet who are crazy about Jesus, and about 5 billion of them don’t know it yet.  Jesus promises to be with us to 
the end of the age; are we with Jesus as He is on mission in this world?   
 
Bishop Ough thanked Rev. Acevedo for coming to MN to share his inspiring words.  After a prayer for Rev. Acevedo, 
members were given a 15 minute break. 
 
VIDEO:  As members returned to the meeting room, a breakthrough video, “JAMmin’ in Balaton” from Balaton UMC 
was shown. 
 
17.  LOVE OFFERING UPDATE:  Bishop Bruce Ough announced that the Love Offering collected during the morning 
worship totaled $70,450. 
 
18.  CONSENT CALENDAR ADOPTION:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) offered two corrections to the 
Consent Calendar.  Item 203: Add F. Elaine Foote-Blum, retirement date, 7-1-15, with 28 years of service.  Item 200: Add 
Strong Missions/Ministry, Costa Rica under ‘Other Ministries’.  Cindy moved the adoption of the corrected Consent 
Calendar/Recommended for Adoption List, action items 200-207.  The corrected Consent Calendar was adopted with a 
hand vote. 
 
19.  ACTION ITEM 101: HAMLINE UMC AS FIFTEENTH MN CONFERENCE HISTORIC SITE:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson 
(Director of Ministries) placed Action Item 101 before the body for action.  Rev. David Werner (Forest Lake: Forest Hills) 
provided background for the item.  Motion passed with a hand vote. 
 
20.  ACTION ITEM 102:  AMENDMENT TO PARSONAGE STANDARDS TO INCLUDE RADON TESTING AND 
ABATEMENT:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed Action Item 102 before the body for action.  Phil 
Weller (Springfield) provided background for the item.  Steve Knight (Cambridge: Common Ground) brought forth the 
following amendment:  “To be inserted in section s, following the sentence, ‘Church owned parsonages shall be tested 
for radon.’ Insert this sentence, ‘Testing shall be done in accordance with the current protocols for radon measurement 
in homes adopted by the American Association of Radon Scientists and Technicians.’”  The amendment was seconded.  
Steve provided background for this amendment.  The amendment to the motion passed with a hand vote.  The 
motion, as amended, passed with a hand vote. 
 
21.  ACTION ITEM 103:  ENDORSEMENT OF DAVID BARD TO THE EPISCOPACY OF THE UMC:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson 
(Director of Ministries) placed Action Item 103 before the body for action.  Faye Christiansen (Brainerd: Park) provided 
background for the item.  The motion was passed with loud applause from the members.  Bishop Ough offered words 
of commendation and a prayer for Rev. Bard. 
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22. ACTION ITEM 106:  NORTH MINNEAPOLIS MINISTRY:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed
Action Item 106 before the body for action and explained that if adopted, would require changes to the proposed 
budget.  Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) provided background for the item.  Rev. Gary Taylor (Long Prairie: Peace United & 
Gray Eagle and President of the Council on Finance and Administration) moved to commit (refer) Item 106 to the 
Common Table to investigate the feasibility of this undertaking, the resources available including other organizations 
currently doing what is proposed, any other issues related to the proposed actions, and to report back their 
recommendations to the 2016 Annual Conference.  Gary provided background for his motion.  Rev. Mark Woodward 
(Eyota: Faith) spoke against referral.  Barb Lovaasen (Dent & Perham) spoke against referral.  Rev. Marvin Repinski 
(retired) spoke against referral.  The motion to refer was defeated with a hand vote.  Rev. Linda Koelman (Mpls: North) 
spoke against the main motion.  Rev. Marvin Repinski (retired) spoke in favor of the main motion.  The main motion 
was defeated with a hand vote. 

23. ACTION ITEM 107:  SYSTEMIC BUDGET ADDITION:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed Action
Item 107 before the body for action and explained that if adopted, would require changes to the proposed budget.  
Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) provided background for the item.  Rev. Gary Taylor (Long Prairie: Peace United & Gray Eagle 
and President of the Council on Finance and Administration) moved to commit (refer) Item 107 to the Common Table 
to investigate the feasibility of this undertaking, the resources available including other organizations currently doing 
what is proposed, any other issues related to the proposed actions, and to report back their recommendations to the 
2016 Annual Conference.  Rev. Fred Vanderwerf (Mankato: Hilltop) spoke against referral.  Diane Olson (Moose Lake) 
spoke in favor of referral.  The motion to refer was defeated with a hand vote.  Rev. Fred Vanderwerf (Mankato: Hilltop) 
spoke against the main motion.  The main motion was defeated with a hand vote. 

24. ACTION ITEM 104:  ESTABLISHING A SCREEN TO REMOVE AND AVOID INVESTMENTS IN ILLEGAL
SETTLEMENTS ON OCCUPIED LAND:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed Action Item 104 before the 
body for action.  Rev. Shirley Duncanson (retired) provided background for the item.  Rev. Gary Taylor (Long Prairie: 
Peace United & Gray Eagle) spoke against the motion.  Andrew Bittner (Mankato: Hilltop) brought forth the following 
amendment:  “To be inserted at the end of the Action paragraph, these words, ‘Furthermore, Minnesota Annual 
Conference shall also appropriate funds, personnel, and other required resources to develop an educational course 
and accompanying collateral, to train Methodist laity and clergy on the steps necessary to personally divest 
themselves of all investments and financial activities related to illegal settlement in occupied lands (as previously 
defined).’”  The amendment was seconded. 
Kathy Schill (Burnsville: Grace) asked a question: Who would be responsible for the resources, courses, etc. indicated in 
the amendment?  Andrew responded.  Kathy Schill spoke against the amendment.  Ron Willardsen (St. Cloud: Grace) 
spoke against the amendment.  Rev. Amanda Larsen (Lanesboro & Wykoff)) spoke against the amendment.  Rev. 
Gretchen Fogo (retired) spoke against the amendment.  Jerry Jensen (Bloomington: Hillcrest) spoke in favor of the 
amendment. 
Rev. Robert Hunter (retired) moved to close the debate.  The motion to close debate was passed with a hand vote.  The 
amendment was defeated with a hand vote. 
Deane Manbeck (Mpls: Hennepin) brought forth the following amendment:  “In the first sentence in the Action 
paragraph delete the word ‘excludes’ and change to ‘minimize’, so the sentence reads: ‘The Minnesota Annual 
Conference shall call on its investment managers to apply a screen that minimizes investment in companies...’”  The 
amendment was seconded. 
Rev. Leigh Brown (St. Anthony: Faith) spoke against the amendment. 
The amendment was defeated with a hand vote. 
Jessie Pinney (Mound: Bethel) asked a question: Who is responsible to go to the companies to voice our concerns?  
Barb Carroll (Director of Finance & Administration) responded.  Ron Willardsen (St. Cloud: Grace) spoke against the 
main motion.  Rev. Gary Walpole (North Oaks: Peace) asked a question: How many houses have been bulldozed?  No 
response was given.  Rev. Linda Gesling (Stillwater) spoke in favor of the motion.  Rev. Robert Hunter (retired) asked a 
question: How many settlements have been taken down or not built because of divestment?  No response was given.  
Bob Lucas (St. Paul: Mounds Park) spoke in favor of the motion. 
Walker Brault (Winona: Wesley) called the question.  Motion to call the question passed with a hand vote. 
A hand vote was taken for the main motion.  Rev. Walter Lockhart (Mpls: Walker) called a division of the house.  A 
standing teller vote was taken.  (Voting result was announced Friday morning, Daily Proceedings #34.  The motion was 
defeated.) 
Rev. Deb Walkes (Hutchinson: Vineyard) asked a question: Can we get a report of what board decisions are made 
regarding investments?  Barb Carroll (Director of Finance and Administration) responded. 
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25.  ACTION ITEM 105:  ISRAEL:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed Action Item 105 before the body 
for action.  Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) provided background for the item.  The motion was defeated with a hand vote. 
 
Rev. Sally Johnson (Mpls: Hennepin Ave.) offered a dinner prayer.  The afternoon session was recessed. 
 

Thursday Evening, May 28, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Carlson Hall 

 
26.  CELEBRATION OF LIFE IN MINISTRY WORSHIP SERVICE:  After the gathering music, processional, call to 
worship, and opening prayer, Bishop Steven H. Delzer (Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA) gave the ecumenical 
greeting.  The congregation sang “Be Thou My Vision.” 
 
Roll Call of the Victorious 
Rev. Victoria Rebeck (General Board of Higher Education and Ministry) and Rev. David Laechel (retired) read the names 
of pastors and pastors’ spouses who have died in the past year:  Kathryn L. Harvey, Rev. H. Thomas Walker, Gretta 
Buller, Rev. Jack R. Parriott, Joan N. M. Krueger, Juanita O. Ernst, Vivian F. Uhren, Rev. Robert A. Neff, Rev. Luther B. 
Pennington, Jr., Rev. Charles O. Butler, Rev. Gordon A. Patterson, Rev. Donald A. Kinzer, Rev. Warren A. Nyberg, Rev. 
Edward Stevens, Rev. William E. Cox, Rev. Clarence R. Nicholas, Rev. Charles H. Berg, Rev. Raymond F. Boehlke, Ruth 
Kraft, Rev. Ralph B. Shoemaker, Rev. Robert D. Kendall, Lorraine Kurtz, Elaine A. Budke.  The congregation sang more 
verses of “Be Thou My Vision.”  Bishop Bruce Ough led the Liturgy of Commendation.  The congregation sang, “For All 
the Saints.” 
 
Recognition of the Retirement Class 
Rev. Woojae Im (Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry Covenant Committee) and Janet Beard (Conference Co-Lay Leader) 
led the recognition of retirees:  Pamela E. Barbour, Marilee Benson, Lynn C. Borgeson, Rufus R. Campbell, Joseph W. 
Carpenter, Judith A. Clark, John Darlington, R. Geoffrey Denison, F. Elaine Foote-Blum, Jeff Gustafson, Edward J. 
Holland, Toni Marie Kisch, Richard Koehn, Jonathan Pyne, Loronda Schuler, Terry L. Tilton, Penny Zettler.  Bishop Ough 
led a prayer.  The congregation sang “Thank You, Lord.” 
 
Proclamation 
Tyler Sit read scripture:  Luke: 20:45 – 21:4, Common English Bible.  Bishop Ough preached on “Giving Out of Your 
Poverty.”  He highlighted the story of a poor woman, like the poor widow in the scripture lesson, who, because she had 
no money, stepped into the offering plate as a symbol of giving her entire life to God.  Bishop Ough made the 
observation that the scripture lesson is not about money, but about complete surrender and dependence on God, like 
what the poor woman, in her poverty, showed.  He indicated that this is a great struggle for all who walk with God and 
quoted Bishop Christian Alsted who stated, “Only those who have nothing to lose are really able to follow Jesus. Those 
who have nothing to lose are…desperate enough to really want to follow him.”  Bishop Ough shared a personal story 
about an encounter he had while working as a part-time associate pastor in Chicago while attending Garrett 
Theological Seminary.  He told of meeting an old man who, although destitute by our society’s standards, was rich in 
faith.  When a bag of shoes and clothes appeared outside his door, the old man was thrilled to be able to give them to, 
“some people who could really use them.”  Bishop Ough commented that he learned about giving out of poverty from 
this man, and wonders if Jesus taught his followers that we will always have the poor with us, because we will always 
need the poor to teach us.  He encouraged the congregation to seek to have hearts like this man’s heart – free enough, 
poor enough, empty enough to make room for others, to be joyfully generous, joyfully extravagant.  The congregation 
sang “Take My Life” in response to the Bishop’s message. 
 
Offering 
Rev. Rhodie Jacobson (Monticello: Community), Co-Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, described how the 
Ministerial Education Fund helps to support clergy in seminary and to pay for continuing education programs.  The 
offering was taken to benefit this fund.  During the offering, the combined choir (a group of about 80 United 
Methodists from around the state) inspired the congregation with the song, “Order My Steps.”  Bishop Ough prayed for 
the offering and the congregation responded by singing, “Hallelujah.” 
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Recognition of Licensed Local Pastors 
Bishop Ough celebrated the work of local pastors.  Newly appointed local pastors were announced by Rev. Dennis 
Tamke (Faribault: Fourth Ave.) & Rev. Dorie Hall (Luverne) and given a pectoral cross:  Linda L. Boorman, Tamara 
Churchill, Melissa K. Deuel, Clinton M. Evans, Karen A. Evenson, Daniel L. Foster, Ralph L. Holbrook, Katherine King, 
Nathaniel Larson, Katrina E. Lee, Gregory W. Leslie, Kelly R. McCuaig, Jerad Morey, James M. Morgan, Laura M. 
Nordstrom, Chad R. Setter, Matthew Silker, Kenneth H. Uhren.  Bishop Ough led the Liturgy of Celebration.  The 
congregation responded by singing, “Hallelujah.” 
 
Presentation of Candidates for Commissioning and Ordination 
The candidates were presented, and the congregation sang, the first two verses of “Lord, You Have Come to the 
Lakeshore.”   
 
Examination and Commissioning of Provisional Members 
Bishop Ough examined the candidates to be commissioned  to the work of deacon or elder.  He asked them questions 
of commitment to the Christian faith and to United Methodist practice.  The congregation sang the last three verses of 
“Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore.” 
 
Bishop Ough gave the charge to persons being commissioned.  Erica Jo Koser and Carissa Anne Lick were 
commissioned to the work of a deacon with prayer and the laying on of hands.  Jeremiah Anson Lideen, Shawn R. 
Moore, Susan Ann Putzke, Tyler Ho-Yin Sit, Lora Rose Sturm, and Rachael Anne Warner were commissioned to the work 
of an elder with prayer and the laying on of hands.  The newly commissioned were welcomed with the singing of 
“Halle, Halle, Halle.” 
 
Examination and Ordination of Deacon and Elders 
Bishop Ough examined the candidate to be ordained as a deacon.  Bishop Ough examined the candidates to be 
ordained as elders.  He asked them questions of commitment to the Christian faith and to United Methodist practice.  
Susan Marie Mullen was ordained into the Order of Deacon with prayer and the laying on of hands.  Samuel John 
Kautz, Jacob Cody Nielsen, Whitney Lynn Starkey, and Cynthia Dianne Williams were ordained into the Order of Elder 
with prayer and the laying on of hands.  The newly ordained were welcomed with the singing of “Halle, Halle, Halle.”  
The newly ordained elders received gifts of red stoles. 
 
Symbols of Ministry 
Rev. Rufus Campbell (retired) represented the retiring class in bestowing the symbols of ministry (the Bible, the cup, 
the towel and The Book of Discipline) to the ordinands.  The newly ordained accepted the blessing and returned a 
blessing to the retirees.  “The Servant Song” was sung to the newly commissioned and ordained:  the first verse sung 
by the clergy, the remainder of the song sung by the entire congregation. 
 
Invitation to Ministry 
Bishop Ough invited all those who might be hearing a call to ministry to come forward during the closing songs to 
receive prayer from clergy.  Following the singing of “Here I Am, Lord” and “Spirit of the Living God,” Bishop Ough led 
the benediction.  The congregation sang “We Are Marching” during the recessional. 
 
A reception for all honorees was held in Terry Haws C following the worship celebration. 
 

Friday Morning, May 29, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center: Terry Haws A & B 

 
27.  OPENING WORSHIP:  Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman (Mpls: Prospect Park) began worship by reading some of 
Wesley’s “Instructions for Singing” from the UM Hymnal.  Worship opened with the song, “God of the Sparrow, God of 
the Whale.” 
 
28.  RECOGNITION OF CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER:  Bishop Bruce Ough recognized and celebrated Mary Lou Sixberry 
as a CLM for the MN Annual Conference. 
 



   

23 
 

29.  BLESSING OF THE APPOINTMENTS:  Bishop Ough and the District Superintendents read the names of the new 
appointments.  The clergy came forward to receive apostolic letters.  (The appointments can be found on page 64.) 
 
SONG:  The congregation sang “Go Now in Peace” in a round. 
 
30.  BIBLE STUDY:  Rev. Anita Phillips (Executive Director of UMC Native American Comprehensive Plan) shared 
another powerful message tied to scripture from Romans 12:4-5 – many members, one body (read by Mary Lou 
Sixberry, CLM, Gilbert UMC).  She talked about the Trail of Tears and how all of us are part of that trail which signifies 
the places where people have cried.  She mentioned how the notion of repentance is a living and ongoing thing.  Rev. 
Phillips asked four questions to be used in the work of repentance with Native American brothers and sisters.  These 
were:  1. “Can you see us?”  2. “Can you hear us?”  3. “Can you find Christ in us?”  4. “Will you claim us as a part of 
yourselves, your family, your community, as fellow brothers/sisters traveling this world?”  Rev. Phillips asked the 
congregation to think about which of the four questions will be most difficult for each person and for each church.  
And she challenged MN United Methodists to reach across any differences to connect with Native Americans in our 
midst.  Rev. Phillips closed her message by displaying a medicine wheel, which is a symbol of healing for the Native 
American people.  She prays and hopes for healing of all kinds for all people.  Bishop Bruce Ough prayed for Rev. 
Phillips and her ministry.  Jim Allen (Leach Lake) inspired members with a song, “How Great Thou Art,” sung in his 
Native American language. 
 
31.  NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRY ACTION TEAM:  Rev. Eric Hucke (Co-Chair NAMAT) gave an overview of what’s 
happening in the work of reconciliation and connection with Native American brothers and sisters in MN.  Highlights 
include: Sacred Journey events, All Feathers retreat, and Christmas shoeboxes given to Native American children in 
northern Minnesota.  A video highlighting the Shoebox Christmas mission was shown.  Eric encouraged all churches to 
use Rev. Anita Phillips’ book, “On This Spirit Walk” as a resource for small groups, worship, etc. in the coming year, to 
continue the work of reconciliation.  He also offered several free copies of the book.  Rev. Hucke thanked Rev. Phillips 
for her presence and messages this week. 
 
Following a closing song, “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing,” members were given a 15 minute break before the start of 
the plenary session. 
 
VIDEO:  As members returned to the meeting room a breakthrough video, “Fiscally Fit” from Camphor Memorial UMC, 
was shown. 
 
32.  MARRIAGE STUDY GUIDE:  The Marriage Study Guide (2013 Action Item 503) has been completed and copies 
were available on the tables.  Any church interested in completing the study with a trained facilitator may contact Rev. 
Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries). 
 
33.  LOVE OFFERING UPDATE:  Bishop Ough announced the current total received for the love offering: $74,735.  He 
also announced that $5478 was received during the offering at the Celebration of Life in Ministry Worship last night to 
benefit the Ministerial Education Fund. 
 
34.  RESULT OF TELLER BALLOT:  The result of the teller vote on Item 104 from yesterday’s plenary session was 
announced.  Motion to adopt Item 104 was defeated by a teller counted standing vote.  (Yes:  210, No:  272.) 
 
35.  ACTION ITEM 125:  2016 BUDGET:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed Action Item 125 before 
the body for action.  Rev. Gary Taylor (Long Prairie: Peace United & Gray Eagle) moved to accept the budget as 
presented.  On behalf of the Common Table, Bob Kutter (Conference Co-Lay Leader) moved to suspend the budget 
ceiling (conference rule 300.b.10) in order to add two items and only two items: $60,000 for The Eli Project, and 
$29,536 for Soul Leaders, as approved by the Common Table, which total $89,536, and therefore brings the total 2016 
budget recommended for adoption to $6,120,770 and with the uncollectible added in, will be $6,725,770 apportioned 
to churches. 
Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) made a comment about the wording.  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) 
responded.  Rev. Debra Collum (Chatfield) spoke against the amendment.  Katie Menne, Deacon (North Mankato: 
Belgrade Avenue) spoke in favor of the amendment.  Rev. Dianne Ciesluk (Pequot Lakes: Grace) spoke in favor of the 
amendment.  Rev. Walter Lockhart (Mpls: Walker) spoke against the amendment.  Rev. Phil Strom (Southern Prairie 
District Superintendent) asked to have the amendment read again.  It was displayed on the screen.  Rev. Strom spoke 
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in favor of the amendment.  Rev. Victoria Rebeck (General Board of Higher Education and Ministry) spoke in favor of 
the amendment.  Rev. Donna Martinson (Twin Cities District) spoke against the amendment.  Dave Nuckols 
(Minnetonka) spoke in favor of the amendment.  Joel Savoie asked a question about how an affirmative vote would 
affect the ceiling for next year.  Rev. Gary Taylor answered.  Rev. Dan Johnson (Director of Congregational 
Development) spoke in favor of the amendment.  Rev. Rob Kopp (Thief River Falls) spoke in favor of the amendment.  
Barb Carroll (Director of Finance and Administration) provided information about the ceiling. 
Rev. Elizabeth Macaulay (Rochester: Christ) spoke in favor of the amendment.  Randy Rice asked a question about 
whether or not the projects would be funded if the amendment did not pass.  Rev. Cindy Gregorson responded. 
Elizabeth Everitt (Woodbury/Peaceful Grove) spoke in favor of the amendment. 
The motion to amend the budget by suspending the ceiling passed with a hand vote.  Motion to adopt the 2016 
budget as amended passed with a hand vote. 
 
36.  DISCONTINUANCES:  Rev. Phil Strom (Southern Prairie District Superintendent) moved a discontinuance of 
Becker United Methodist Church.  Their last worship will be June 14.  There was a second.  The motion to discontinue 
Becker UMC was adopted by a hand vote.  Rev. Strom moved a discontinuance of Kelly Lake United Methodist Church.  
Their last worship was May 24.  There was a second.  The motion to discontinue Kelly Lake UMC was adopted by a hand 
vote.  (The motions can be found on pages 98.)  Bishop Ough commented that closing churches grieves him.  The 
church that sent him into ministry is closed, yet that church and all churches who have closed remind him of a drop of 
water.  The ripples have made a difference in so many lives; and the ripples still have impact.  
 
37.  ACTION ITEM 300:  ELECTED LEADERSHIP:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) moved adoption of the 
Elected Leadership Report with corrections.  Motion to adopt Item 300 as amended passed with a hand vote. 
 
38.  ACTION ITEM 301:  DISTRICT ELECTED LEADERSHIP:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) presented 
updates to the District Elected Leadership Report and moved the election of district leaders with corrections.  Motion 
to adopt Item 301 as amended passed with a hand vote. 
 
39.  ACTION ITEM 302:  GROUPS AFFILIATED WITH THE MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Rev. Cindy 
Gregorson (Director of Ministries) moved the election of Groups Affiliated with the Minnesota Annual Conference.  
Motion to adopt Item 302 passed with a hand vote. 
 
40.  GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATION REPORT:  Rev. David Bard (Duluth: First), chair of the Elected Delegation, 
referred members to the written report available in the pre-conference materials.  He mentioned that the Delegation 
has met several times and spent time getting to know one another, discussing broad issues and being in prayer.  The 
Delegation is open to any questions, suggestions, etc. and he encouraged anyone to contact them.  It was announced 
that General Conference in 2020 will be held in Minneapolis.  The Chair of Conference, Rev. Jim Haun (retired), was 
introduced and shared a few words encouraging all MN United Methodists to consider volunteering for this 
momentous event.  (It was mentioned that 1200 volunteers will be needed.)  An historical note was shared: the last 
time General Conference was held in Minneapolis (in 1956,) the decision to ordain women was affirmed. 
 
Rev. David Bard (Duluth: First) introduced information regarding general conference petitions.  He mentioned that 
some of the petitions being voted on today may be asking for changes to non-binding regulations found in the UM 
Book of Resolutions. 
 
41.  GENERAL CONFERENCE PETITIONS 400-402:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed General 
Conference Petitions 400-402 before the body for action.  Rev. Susan Mullin (St. Anthony: Faith) introduced the 
petitions.   
Rev. Rob Moorlach, (Jackson) spoke against the petitions.  Rev. Susan Mullin (St. Anthony: Faith) spoke in favor of the 
petitions.  Gene Becker (Proctor: Forbes) spoke against the petitions.  Tyler Sit (Mpls: New Church Start) spoke in favor 
of the petitions.  Jessie Pinney (Mound: Bethel) asked a question about why the petition is not advocating for alternate 
fuels instead.  Rev. Susan Mullin answered the question.  Kathy Schill (Burnsville: Grace) spoke against the petitions.  
Rev. Sarah Lawton (Mpls: Northeast) spoke in favor of the petitions.  Nick Law (Taylors Falls) spoke against the petitions.  
Rev. Nancy Victorin Vangerud (Hamline University) spoke in favor of the petitions.  Katie Froehlich (Lake Harriet) spoke 
in favor of the petitions.  Barb Carroll (Director of Finance and Administration) spoke against the petitions.  Rev. Leigh 
Brown (St. Anthony: Faith) spoke in favor of the petitions.  Rev. Margery Lisle (retired) spoke against the petitions.  Rev. 
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Cooper Wiggen (Elgin/Plainview & Kellogg) spoke in favor of the petitions.  Ron Willardsen (St. Cloud: Grace) spoke 
against the petitions.  Rev. Diane Christianson (Champlin) spoke in favor of the petitions. 
Becky Crain (Virginia – Peace) moved to close the debate.  Motion to close the debate passed with a hand vote.  
Petition 400 passed with a hand vote.  Petition 401 passed with a hand vote.  Petition 402 passed with a hand vote. 
  
42.  GENERAL CONFERENCE PETITION 403:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed General Conference 
Petition 403 before the body for action.  Rev. David Bard (Duluth: First) introduced the petition.  Walker Brault (Winona: 
Wesley) spoke in favor of the petition.  Rev. Dave Westlake (Dodge Center & West Concord) spoke against the petition.  
Rev. Roger Lynn (Hill City) spoke in favor of the petition.  Rev. John Strunk (Red Wing) spoke against the petition.  Rev. 
Nancy Handlon (Rochester: Christ) spoke in favor of the petition.  Rev. Rob Kopp (Thief River Falls) asked for a point of 
order:  Can the body be respectful with each other in our conversations so that we can continue to be in conversation?  
Ron Willardsen (St. Cloud: Grace) spoke against the petition.  Rev. Gary Taylor (Long Prairie: Peace United & Gray Eagle) 
called the question.  Motion to call the question passed with a hand vote.  Petition 403 passed with a hand vote. 
 
43.  COKESBURY:  Jan Russell, Cokesbury Representative, made some remarks and thanked the members for their 
business. 
 
VIDEO:  The first place winner of the missional impact video contest was shown.  This video was created by 
Normandale Hylands UMC. 
 
After a prayer for lunch offered by Rev. Greg Ciesluk (Motley & Staples), the morning session was recessed. 
  

Friday Afternoon, May 29, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Terry Haws A & B 

 
44.  GENERAL CONFERENCE PETITIONS 404-405:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) placed General 
Conference Petitions 404-405 before the body for action.  Rev. Shirley Duncanson introduced the petitions.  Rev. Bruce 
Buller (retired) spoke in favor of petitions.  Petition 404 passed with a hand vote.  Petition 405 passed with a hand vote. 
 
45.  2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE DATES/SESSIONS REPORT:  Rev. Carol Zaagsma (Bloomington: Portland Ave.) & 
Rev. Marianne Ozanne (Sauk Centre) began their report with some questions:  What if Annual Conference included 
family activities?  How can we hear from young voices in our midst and encourage more?  What if Annual Conference 
was less about meeting and more about what we do together?  In response to 2013 Item 502.1, the dates for Annual 
Conference in 2016 & 2017 will move to the month of June.  Weekends are not available at the convention center, so 
the dates will be Tuesday – Thursday, June 21-23, 2016 and June 20-22, 2017.  A design team has already begun to 
meet to create building blocks for next year’s conference, and the meetings have been filled with spirit and new ideas.  
One possible change for next year is that camps for families, youth and/or kids may be offered at Koronis Ministries 
Retreat Center in Paynesville, before, during or after the session.  The team notes that there is no way to please 
everyone and changing the dates will not change the culture of our conference.  The hope is that all will be open to a 
new schedule and different opportunities next year.  Communication will be very important.  The report concluded 
with more questions:  What if families will come?  Who will recruit new voices and nurture them?  Could Annual 
Conference be more about experience and less about obligation?  Revs. Zaagsma and Ozanne urged everyone to help 
the Sessions Team communicate the changes that will be happening in a positive way.  Rev. Kathy Brandt (Heron Lake 
& Lakefield) asked a question:  How will the change in dates affect clergy moves?  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of 
Ministries) responded that the cabinet sets clergy start dates, and they may choose to move the date, but whatever 
happens, she encouraged all to be flexible.  Bishop Ough mentioned that this is a great opportunity to “rethink 
conference”, and encouraged all members to do so. 
 
46.  MOMENTS OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE:  *Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) asked why clergy couldn’t move before the 
Annual Conference Session.  (No response given.)  *Margaret Heinks (Clearwater) made a comment about having been 
coming to conference since 1968 when she was in 8th grade, and wanted to thank everyone for all the work being 
done for the future.  *Rev. Paula Colton (Mpls: Hennepin Ave.) mentioned that ten years ago the decision was made to 
provide childcare for young families.  She said this was a fantastic idea and was so impactful for her daughter that even 
though she is too old, she wants to come back every year to see friends.  She is excited about the opportunities for 
families being planned for next year.  *Rev. Jeff Ozanne (Glenwood United) also expressed appreciation on behalf of all 
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parents of young children, for providing subsidized childcare, so they are able to attend conference session.  *Rev. Gary 
Taylor (Long Prairie: Peace United & Gray Eagle), as chair of CFA and on the team for 7 years, expressed his thanks to 
Barb Carroll (Director of Finance and Administration) for her many years of excellent work.  He commented that she is 
truly dedicated to our conference and wanted to wish her well.  *Rev. Bruce Buller (retired) has photos from Russia if 
anyone is interested.  *Bob Lucas (St. Paul: Mounds Park) noted that until this year, Rev. Richard Harper had attended 
conference session every year since he was confirmed (60 years total) and he was missed this year.  *Rev. Phil Strom 
(Southern Prairie District Superintendent) noted that two churches, Albright and Wesley, are working together with 
Congregational Development to embrace the future, to unify and to become one congregation.  They are writing a 
new vision, and will celebrate their first joint worship as Cornerstone UMC in Marshall, on June 28, 2015.  *Rev. David 
Bard (Duluth: First) noted that Mary Jo Dahlberg, who was a long time lay leader was missing from this conference 
session due to serious health concerns.  He asked for prayers for her.  *Rev. Alan Bolte (Grand Rapids) noted that the 
Rural Church Fellowship has recently re-launched with a new name: World Advocates. He is part of the executive 
committee, and is excited to be part of this effort and to be a voice for rural ministries.  *Rev. Walter Lockhart (Mpls: 
Walker) mentioned that a neighbor of their church had recently committed suicide.  He asked for prayers to be lifted 
for those who feel isolated.  *Karen Andrew (Board of Trustees), on behalf of the Board of Trustees thanked Barb Carroll 
(Director of Finance and Administration) for her many years of excellent service to our conference. 

47. EPISCOPACY REPORT:  Rev. David Bard (Duluth: First), Episcopacy Committee Chair, referred members to the
written report available in the pre-conference materials.  Rev. Bard thanked Sheilah Kyburz, administrative assistant to 
Bishop Ough, on behalf of the committee and the conference, for her service.  He described the Bishop as a busy, busy 
person, and expressed deep gratitude on behalf of the conference for Bishop Ough’s incredible ministry to MN.  Rev. 
Bard also thanked Bishop Ough’s wife, Char, who keeps him grounded.   Rev. Bard presented the Bishop and Char with 
a gift card to a favorite MN restaurant. 

48. MOMENT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE:  Rev. Rob Kopp (Thief River Falls) commented that we began conference
with an image of the Mississippi River headwaters; he recommended that as we go out in many directions throughout 
the state to be mindful of the land and the people who inhabit the land, in particular the Native Americans. 

49. THANK YOUS:  Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries) asked all members to complete the survey provided
by Survey Monkey to give feedback about the 2015 Annual Conference Session.  Rev. Gregorson continued her 
comments by thanking the following people for their hard work on and dedicated effort to Annual Conference this 
year:  Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman (Mpls: Prospect Park) and Kathy Webb (Mpls: Lake Harriet) and their team for 
excellent worship; all conference staff who have given extra time and effort all month, especially Gail Johnson (Events 
Planner) and Christa Meland & Amanda Willis (MN Conference Communications) and their team; all the Pages and 
other Hospitality volunteers; and the churches and volunteers who provided displays and information for the “50 Ways 
to Love Your Neighbor” Mission Fair. 

Bishop Ough then thanked the following people for their contributions this year: Rev. Jorge Acevedo (Teaching 
Sessions); Rev. Anita Phillips (Worship Messages); and Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud (Conference Preacher); Rev. David 
Bard (Parliamentarian); Janet Beard (Conference Secretary & Conference Co-Lay Leader); Rev. Tom Biatek (Assistant to 
the Conference Secretary); Bob Kutter (Conference Co-Lay Leader); Rev. Cindy Gregorson (Director of Ministries); 
Sheilah Kyburz (Administrative Assistant to the Bishop); and his wife, Char. 

50. 2016 CONFERENCE PREACHER:  Bishop Ough drew the name of Rev. Michael Dyrdal (Maple Grove: Cross Winds)
to be the 2016 Conference Preacher. 

51. CLOSING MOTIONS:  Janet Beard (Conference Secretary) moved that any unfinished business of the 161st
Minnesota Annual Conference session be referred to the Common Table for consideration and action.  Motion adopted 
by voice vote.  She also moved that the 161st session of the Minnesota Annual Conference be adjourned following a 
closing prayer and fearless photo slide show.  Motion adopted by voice vote. 

52. ADJOURNMENT:  After a closing prayer by Bishop Ough and the fearless photo slideshow, members were
adjourned. 
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B. Clergy Session 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 
River’s Edge Convention Center:  Haws A & B 

Welcome by Rev. Michelle Hargrave (Mankato: Centenary) and Rev. Rhodie Jacobson (Monticello: Community), co-
chairs of the Board of Ordained Ministry. 

Opening Prayer 
In the spirit of Pentecost, the prayer was shared in Korean, Spanish and English. 

Hymn  “And Are We Yet Alive” sung with great gusto by the clergy. 

Announcements were made. 
New clergy were recognized and welcomed. 

Report from the Board of Ordained Ministry 
The board is working to meeting the needs for new clergy, in all their many permutations. The Eli Project was 
specifically highlighted- it is a program for college aged students to get a 'taste' of ministry through internships. 

Clergy were invited to recognize that ministry is changing from the elder/deacon model to a more diverse model 
including licensed local pastors and other forms of ministry. Four leaders (Paula Colton, deacon; Brian Hacklander, 
elder; Dennis Tamke, Licensed Local Pastor; Ed Dubose, Other Denomination) shared their vision of how ministry is 
changing and the unique gifts of different ministries in MN. Rev. Colton shared that deacons are a bridge from the 
church to the world in a variety of specialties. A deacon is one that has experienced a call to an ordination of justice 
and compassion serving the community in a unique way. Deacons present a flexible ministry that can creatively reach 
all people and is especially suited for today's world. Rev. Hacklander shared a personal story about his brother Paul as 
an embodiment of what it is to be an elder. Paul represents the call to Word, Sacrament and Order. Elders are people 
called to a rich mix of ministry within the structure of the order who can say the 'world is our parish' by being involved 
in all aspects of ministry and the life of a parish- within and outside of the walls of the church. Rev. Tamke shared about 
the ministry of the licensed local pastor. As ministry has evolved and changed in the past twenty years, LLP's have a 
growing role in the conference. LLP's do a wide range of work in a variety of settings, filling a unique need in local 
church ministry. The United Methodist Church has a long history of affirming the ministry of the laity. The MN 
conference has recognized that laity, with broad life experience, bring unique gifts to the church setting. Rev. Dubose 
shared about pastors from other denominations using his own life story as an illustration. We are, regardless of 
denomination, called to preach the Gospel in all settings and places.  

Discussion was held around the tables about the varieties of ministry and its place in our current ministry. 

Bishop's Remarks 
Bishop Ough stated that there are two matters he wanted to address- That there is a rapidly evolving struggle 
concerning the question of who will lead our congregations which is then requiring us to rethink about how we will 
deploy pastoral leadership in MN. This challenge is connected to the decline of congregational ability to support elders 
and a co-current decline in elders with training to help congregations turn themselves around. There is a change in 
need from 'a pastor in every pulpit' to 'pastors who can be fruitful in ministry.'  

There is an additional need for a new focus on the call of clergy and laity, and a retooling of pastoral training. 

We are, in MN, making changes and adapting in exciting ways. Our Conference is devoting new resources to help 
retool ministry in the local church toward a goal of transformational change.  

In regards to homosexuality and same sex marriages, the Bishop shared that the conversation is ongoing. Much of the 
focus is on reviewing and exploring the 'marriage study.' Final copies are available this year. It is a resource for local 
churches to study and discuss. Many conversations are ongoing in the church regarding sexuality across the UM 
church. This also leads into a conversation about issues of unity and schism. The bishop reminded the clergy session 
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that he is committed to maintaining unity and recognizes this unity as a gift from God for peace. As Wesley says, 
schism shows a lack of trust in God. The Bishop’s expectation is that MN can uphold this unity and be a leader for the 
UM church. 
 
Setting the Bar- set by Bishop Ough.  
 
Recognition of Retired Clergy 
Rev. WooJae Im (Osseo) introduced the 15 clergy retiring from active ministry.  Eleven elders, one deacon, one local 
pastor, one full member of other denomination, and one from honorable location.  Retirees were honored with a 
standing ovation in thanks for their years of service.  
 
Remembering Those Who Have Died 
Rev. Brian Hacklander (Roseville: Centennial) and Paula Colton (Mpls: Hennepin Avenue) recognized those in 
leadership who died this year. Prayers were offered. 
 
Hymn  “For All the Saints” 
 
Election of Candidates for Provisional and Full Membership 
Provisional membership 
q. 28 a, q. 28 b 
Judy Lange (Fridley), Membership Registrar introduced the candidates for ministry. Rev. Duane Gebhard (Park Rapids: 
Riverside) is the shepherd for the provisional members. Provisional members introduced themselves- Erica Jo Koser 
(provisional member, deacon), Carrissa Anne Lick (provisional member, deacon), Jeremiah Anson Lideen (provisional 
member, elder), Shawn R. Moore (provisional member, elder), Susan Ann Putzke (provisional member, elder), Tyler H. 
Sit (provisional member, elder), Lora Rose Sturm (provisional member, elder), Rachael Ann Warner (provisional 
member, elder).  All were nominated individually and all approved wholeheartedly. 
 
Full membership 
q. 32 a, q. 34 a 
Judy Lange introduced Susan Marie Mullin (deacon); Samuel John Kautz, Whitney Lynn Starkey and Cynthia Dianne 
Williams (elders).  J. Cody Nielson was also introduced. He is sent from Iowa and was voted full member from that 
annual conference.  Candidates were nominated and testimonies were given in support of all of the candidates. Their 
calls and ministries were affirmed by many.  All were nominated individually and all approved wholeheartedly.  
 
Business of the Annual Conference Presented and Approved 
Rev. Hargrave and Rev. Jacobson presented and the body approved the remainder of the Business of Annual 
Conference.  (See pages 35-59.) 
 
Recognition of the Board of Ordained Ministry Members 
New members to the board were recognized. Lay members serving on the Board were also recognized. Current clergy 
members were then also recognized.  
 
Hymn  “Servant Song” 
 
Sending Forth  
The current provisional membership class thanked Ms. Lange and Rev. Gebhard for their support and service.  
 
Bishop Ough shared some reflections from his recent visit to Hamline University. He mentioned Andrew Brady, who 
composed a special piece of music based on Isaiah's call. Bishop read the words of the piece as the closing blessing. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Tom Biatek, Assistant to the Conference Secretary 
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C. Laity Session 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 
Kelly Inn Ballroom 

The laity session was led by Robert Kutter (Grey Eagle) and Janet Beard (Elk River), Conference Co-Lay Leaders.  The 
session opened with music from Tapestry, the praise band from First UMC in Duluth, who provided inspirational music 
for singing throughout the session.  Bob welcomed everyone, introduced himself and Janet, and did a quick survey of 
the number of years people have attended Annual Conference.  Session continued with a responsive opening prayer. 

Janet used the childhood game “Simon Says” to illustrate how as adults instead of asking, “Who gets to be Simon (the 
leader)?” we often ask, “Who can we get (convince/coerce) to be Simon?”  She also talked about the disciple Peter as an 
example of a reluctant leader who chose to say, “YES” to God’s call.  Members were encouraged to give up excuses and 
to say ‘yes’ to God’s call like Peter did.  Although the greatest qualification for being a disciple or leader for Christ is to 
love him, we often, (like Peter) feel inadequate or unprepared to do so.  Members were inspired to consider serving 
God to the best of their ability and in the best way possible by becoming trained in areas they are being called to.  
Janet reported that a Lay Ministry Action Team was formed in January to address the changes made concerning 
certifications of lay people at General Conference 2012 and to attempt to provide opportunities and guidance for lay 
people in MN who want to improve leadership and ministry skills.  She said this team has been working hard to 
develop clear requirements and procedures for certification.  They are also planning and implementing classes being 
taught by people who have expertise in certain topics.  A new brochure that describes all the certifications and 
requirements, along with other resources, was made available in a folder given to each member.  Members were 
encouraged to watch the Conference website and e-mails for future classes and to seek other trainings to correspond 
with the ministry area they are called to. 

Short testimonial video clips of people who have attended classes this past spring were shown.  Lee Rainey (Mpls: Park 
Avenue) shared his enthusiastic response to the Lay Speaker Retreat that was held in March.  And the newly formed 
Lay Ministry Action Team was introduced. 

Table Salt Productions (improvisation group) provided several entertaining scenes regarding the excuses we 
sometimes give for being unable to serve or lead, and also the amusing things we sometimes say when asked to say a 
few words or share opinions in a meeting. 

The two lay delegates who will represent Minnesota at the General Conference in 2016, Faye Christianson (Brainerd: 
Park) and Sara Swenson (Eagan:  Advent), shared a few words about their preparation and experience so far. 

Bob led the group in an inspiring and illuminating exercise illustrating the relatively few numbers of people in our 
churches who are actively, whole-heartedly and sincerely involved in serving God in our churches.  He mentioned that 
every moment of life is filled with choices.  He encouraged all to say ‘yes’ to the call to be disciples, to choose life over 
death, so that meaning in life can emerge, and transformation can happen.  Session closed with a video called, 
“Baseball” which compared a baseball team to a church team, and how all players are needed in order to succeed.  The 
video encouraged members to be “players” and not just “bleacher-sitters,” for the sake of God, our communities and 
our churches.  Bob led the congregation in a responsive closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Beard, Conference Secretary 

D. 2015 Annual Conference Session Roll Call 

Active Clergy 
Aastuen, Holly 
Albers, Gay 
Alcoser, Ricardo 
Alexander, Dennis 

Alexander, Gail 
Alexander, Jeanine 
Amaral, JoAnne 
Anderson, E. Byron 

Anderson, Steven 
Armstrong, Pamela 
Ashton, Karen 
Baker, Paul 

Barbour, Pamela 
Bard, David 
Bateson, Mark 
Baudhuin, Jean-Paul 
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Beard, Jim  
Benson, Marilee 
Biatek, Thomas 
Binnie, Carrie 
Boche, Laurie 
Boe, Darrell 
Bohlke, Gwen 
Bolte, Al 
Borgeson, Lynn 
Brandt, Kathy 
Braudt, Robert 
Brickzi, Mark 
Brown, David 
Brown, Linda Leigh 
Bruins, Karen 
Bur, Amy Jo 
Campbell, Rufus 
Carlson, Kendall 
Carpenter, Joseph 
Christianson, Diane 
Church, Andrew 
Churchill, Tamera 
Ciesluk, Dianne 
Ciesluk, Gregory 
Clark, Judith 
Coder, Kevin 
Collman, Richard 
Collum, Debra Jene 
Colton, Paula 
Cornell, Durene 
Darlington, John 
Dempewolf, Donna 
Deuel, Gordon 
Deuel, Melissa 
Dolopei, Henry 
Doughty, Daniel 
Doughty, Josh 
Draeger, Donna 
Drager, Dave 
DuBose, Ed 
Duncan, Jean-Claude 
Dunham, Dianna 
Dyrdal, Michael 
Eaves, William 
Edwards, Richard 
Elliott, Jean 
Felska, Ken 
Ferch, Loren 
Fink, Anthony 
Finnegan, Karen 
Firstbrook III, Clinton 
Fisher, Ronald 
Fletcher, Bart 
Flinck, Daren 
Foote-Blum, Elaine 
Foster, Daniel 

Fox, Kevin 
Franken, Kristi 
Gabel, Wesley 
Gebhard, Duane 
Geer, Kris 
Gehrke, Mary 
Gesling, Linda 
Gilbertson, Chad 
Goetzinger, Sharon 
Goode, Cheryl 
Gottfried, Gary 
Grafenstein, Roger 
Gregorson, Cindy 
Gronseth, Mark 
Gustafson, Jeffrey 
Haberman, Craig 
Hacklander, Brian 
Hacklander, Kay 
Halbersma, Justin 
Hall, Theodora 
Handlon, Nancy 
Hansen, Jeffrey 
Hargrave, Michelle 
Hazard, Brian 
Healy, William 
Heckman, Garth 
Hegfors, Barbara 
Hograbe, Ruth 
Holland, Glen 
Homan, Melanie 
Horn, Dan 
Horn, Shawna 
Houser, Dawn 
Im, Woojae 
Jacobsen, Richard 
Jacobsen, Russell 
Jacobson, Rhodie 
Jamison, Marci 
Jeong, Seokhwan 
Johnson, Bryce 
Johnson, Dan 
Johnson, Sally 
Johnson, Torger 
Johnson, Wesley 
Jones, Alexander 
Kandels, Robert 
Kantonen, Laurie 
Kasten, Larry 
Kautz, Samuel 
Keck, Andrew 
Keen, Mary 
Kennedy, Cindy 
Kerr, Bill 
King, Brenda 
King, Katherine 
Kisch, Toni 

Kitchell, Mary 
Klason, Heather E 
Kneen, Christopher 
Koehn, Richard 
Koehne, Steven 
Koelman, Linda 
Kopp, Robert 
Koppen, Randy 
Krogstad, Lowell 
Kronen, Bruce 
Larsen, Amanda 
Larson, Nathaniel 
Lawton, Sarah 
Lee, Jonathan 
Lee, Katrina 
Leslie, Greg 
Lideen, Jeremiah 
Liker, Gary 
Lockhart, Walter 
Lunemann, Amanda 
Lynn, Roger 
Macaulay, Elizabeth 
Mades, Suzanne 
Malinsky, Don 
Manskar, Steven 
Marburger, Jon 
Martinson, Donna 
Marzahn, Deborah 
Marzahn, Paul 
McBride, David 
McBride, John 
McDonald, Tiffany 
McEachran, John 
McEachran, Judy 
McIver Morey, Rachel 
McKee, Cindi 
McKewin, Barbara 
Melcher, Nathan 
Melin, Emma 
Menne, Kathleen 
Mens, Larry 
Messenbrink, Becky Jo 
Miller, Arthur 
Miller, Mark 
Miller, Michelle 
Millikan, Jane 
Mitchem, John 
Moore, Shawn 
Moorlach, Robert 
Moris, John 
Mullin, Susan 
Nelson, Greg 
Nelson, Luke 
Nielsen, Carl 
Nielsen, Delores 
Nielsen, J. Cody 

Nienaber, Susan 
Oglesbee, Clay 
Olson, Diane 
Olson, Loren 
Olson, Mickey 
Ough, Bishop Bruce R. 
Ozanne, Jeffrey 
Ozanne, Marianne 
Park, Hyung (David) 
Parrish-Siggelkow, Roger 
Perez, Beth 
Pesola, Robert 
Postlethwaite, Martha 
Price, David 
Putzke, Susan 
Rasmussen, Cindy 
Raths, Marty 
Rebeck, Victoria 
Reiners, Melanie 
Reinhart, William 
Richards, Stephen 
Richter, Max 
Roach Thomas, Gloria 
Rollin, Jean 
Rosso, Leah 
Rostad, Dallas 
Ryoo, Keihwan 
Schill, Kevin 
Schmidt, Philip 
Schneider-Bryan, Dan 
Schneider-Bryan, Katie 
Schuler, Loronda 
Schultz, Jon 
Serdar, Pamela 
Sherwood, Ray 
Shin, Dong 
Shin, Eric 
Silker, Matthew 
Sipe, Matthew 
Slostad, Joyce 
Smith, Michael 
Snell, Lauren 
Son, Yong 
Souhrada, Wane 
Starkey, Whitney 
Stemme, Rodney 
Stoeger, David 
Strom, Phil 
Strunk, Gregory 
Sturm, Lora 
Subramanian, J Samuel 
Swanson, Wayne 
Swenson, Rory 
Taber, Randy 
Tamke, Dennis 
Tanner, Cullen 
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Taylor, Gary 
Taylor, Jo Anne 
Thompson, Dana 
Tilton, Terry 
Tollgaard, Mariah 
Tornquist, Rod 
Uhren, Ken 
Utecht, Jeff 
Vanderwerf, Fred 

Vang, Tsuchue 
Victorin-Vangerud, Nancy 
VonHoltum, Lori 
Vuchetich, Gerry 
Walker, Patrick 
Walkes, Deborah 
Walpole, Gary 
Warner, Rachael 
Waters, Victor 

Wehrman, Christine 
Werner, David 
Westlake, Carolyn 
Westlake, William 
Wetterstrom, Daniel 
Wiggen, Cooper 
Williams, Cynthia 
Williamson, Anna 
Woodward, Deanna 

Woodward, Mark 
Woolverton, Paul 
Xavier, Joel 
Yanchury, Cynthia 
Zaagsma, Carol 
Zabel, Judy 
Zabel, Lyndy 

The following clergy were excused from part or all of the session: 

Bryden, Susan Smith 
Bush, Joseph 
Heerwald-Steiner, Brooke 
Kerr, Bill 

Lee, Lawrence 
Mahle, Kathi Austin 
McCuaig, Kelly 
Moorlach, Rob 

Nelson, Diane 
North, Brenda 
Redman, Jan 
Strom, Jim 

Wilder, Rick 
Woolverton, Paul

Retired Clergy 

Benjamin, Audrey 
Biederman, Harold 
Bird, Donald 
Bosshardt, Paul 
Bredesen, Howard 
Brown, Elton 
Buckley, Dennis 
Buller, Bruce 
Caskey, Carl 
Christensen, Russell 
Clark Harris, Allen 
Collman, Richard 
Daniels, L Jeffrey 
Day, Donald 
Duncanson, Shirley 
Dunn, Kevin 

Eklund, Elden 
Ellis, Lynda 
Evans, Linda 
Evans, Marilyn 
Fogo, Gretchen 
Fritze-Tietz, Penny 
Gamble, Robert 
Grage, Loren 
Haack, Kenneth 
Hair, Dan 
Haun, James 
Hinker, Pat 
Hucke, Eric 
Hunter, Robert 
Hutchens, Marva Jean 
Johnson, Kenton 

Keith, Arthur 
Krueger, Howard 
Law, Peter 
Lilja, Joan 
Lisle, Margery 
Lloyd, Judith 
Lopez, Elizabeth 
Lundeen, Betty 
Merry, David 
Morey, Janet 
Ormsby, Richard 
Parks, Hilda 
Pettit, Jeanette 
Phelps, Ruth 
Rehnberg, John 
Repinski, Marvin 

Rick, Gene 
Robinson, Rolland 
Sarazin, Duane 
Schilling, Betty 
Schuler, Kathy 
Shin, Isaac 
Sidner, Jean 
Soderfelt, Alcyd 
Sorrel, David 
Strunk, John 
Toschak, Patricia 
Walther, Wayne 
Westby, Neil 
Wolf, Dean 
Zielinski, Kathleen 

Lay Members 
(*Indicates equalization member pursuant to Standing Rules, Section 100.01b.5-22) 

Deaconesses and Other Conference Leaders 
  Hobson, Leslie Deaconess 
  Andrew, Karen* Board of Trustees 
  Keyport, Gregory* Certified Lay Minister 
  Kutter, Robert* Conference Co-Lay Leader 
  Lange, Judith* Board of Ordained Ministry 
  Lilja, Craig*  Board of Trustees 
  Morey, Jerad*  Board of Ordained Ministry 
  Reek, Kimberly* Wesley Foundation at U of M 
  Sederski, Guy* Licensed Local Pastor not appointed, BW District 
  Thompson, Karen* Mission Promotion Team 
  Travis, Ronald* NS District 
  Walker, Val*  MN Foundation 
  Wesloh, Gloria* United Methodist Women 
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Big Waters District
Annandale- Wynia, Larry 
Anoka- Steiner, Lora 
Anoka- Wise, Emily 
Barnum Community- Juntti, Jim 
Blaine- Thomas, Gerald 
Blaine- Thomas, Myrna* 
Brainerd: Park- Christensen, Faye* 
Brainerd: Park- Jones, Julie*  
Brainerd: Park- Lee, Jamie 
Buffalo- Moore, Paulette 
Cambridge: Common Ground- Knight, Steve 
Cedar: West Bethel- Bangsund, Carol 
Champlin- Sorensen, Geralyn 
Clearwater- Heinks, Margaret 
Coon Rapids- Mahowald, Nancy 
Corcoran: Immanuel- Brass, Gary 
Deerwood: Cascade- Hawks, Harold "Mike" 
Delano- Workman, Kathy 
Duluth: Asbury- Kokotovich, Steve 
Duluth: First- Korsch, MaryAnne* 
Duluth: First- Stahl, Dale 
Duluth: Hillside- Mostrom, Carole 
Duluth: Hope- Herstad, Sally 
Duluth: Lester Park- Rogers, Margaret 
Elk River- Loeffler, Carolyn 
Esko: Northwood- Davis, Eugenie* 
Forest Lake: Forest Hills- Bonsell, Andrew 
Kimball- Wirth, Leo 
Lino Lakes: Gethsemane- Noren, Deb 
Maple Grove: Cross Winds- Boettcher, Jamie 

Maple Grove: Cross Winds- Cottington, Brent* 
Milaca- Crooms, Peggy* 
Milaca- Day, Jere L. 
Monticello: Community- Goranson, Richard 
Montrose- Danford, Betty 
Moose Lake- Olson, Diane* 
Moose Lake- Pfaller, Ruth 
Mora- Pixley, Avis 
Mound: Bethel- Pinney, Jessie 
Mounds View: Sunrise- Huber, Kathy 
North Branch: Main Street- Holbrook, Ralph* 
North Oaks: Peace- Jacobson, Pamela 
North Oaks: Peace- Leatherman, Jean 
Ogilvie- Hess, Sharon 
Onamia- Duchscher, Gratia 
Osseo- Gall, Patience 
Princeton: Freshwaters- Hoversten, Rene 
Proctor: Forbes- Becker, Gene 
Rice: Graham- Hackett, Randy 
Sartell: First UMC of St. Cloud Region- Odom, Ailsa* 
Sartell: First UMC of St. Cloud- Whitlatch, Alberto 
South Haven: Zion- Pramann, Shirley 
St Cloud: Grace- Willardsen, Ron 
St Francis- Emstad, Marilyn 
Stillwater: First- Frederick, Cynthia 
Taylors Falls- Law, Nicholas 
Two Harbors United- Emerson, Crystal 
White Bear Lake- Shipley, Eva 
Wyoming- Hebrink, Dennis 
Wyoming- Hebrink, Nancy* 

North Star District 
Aitkin- Fischer, Jerry 
Atwater- Tagtow, Tami 
Aurora- Fossell, McKenzie* 
Bemidji- Hough, Melanie* 
Bemidji- Hough, Tyler* 
Bemidji- Miron, Molly 
Breckenridge- Ruediger, Wendy 
Browns Valley United- Lee, Keith 
Chisholm- Bloom, Connie 
Crookston: Wesley- Kent, James 
Dent & Perham- Lovaasen, Barbara 
Detroit Lakes- Braun, Lisa 
Ely- Diesslin, Lucille 
Erskine- Henry, Joseph* 
Fergus Fall: Grace- Newell, Ann 
Fergus Falls: Grace- Prischmann, Dan 
Fleming- Geer, Gretchen*Fosston- Dietel, Justin 
Gilbert- Annala, DeEtta 
Gilbert- Sixberry, Mary Lou* 
Grand Rapids- Jaranson, Todd 
Grey Eagle- Roe, Susan 
Hawick- Rudnick, Monica 
Hawley- Walls, Marie* 

Hawley- West, Bruce 
Herman- Klyve, Bill* 
Hewitt- Treangen, Karen 
Hibbing: Wesley- McDougall, Jamie 
Hill City- Fasteland, Jeanne 
Hoyt Lakes: Trinity- Lund, Susan 
Hubbard- Torfin, Joanne 
Kabetogama- Travis, Patricia 
Litchfield- Kess, Steve 
Long Prairie: Peace United- Peterson, Karen* 
McGregor- Brennan, Jasmine* 
McGregor- Brennen, Diane 
Menahga- Larson, Sally 
Moorhead: Grace- Anderson, Paul 
Morris: Federated- Turner, Francie 
Motley- Houser, Millard* 
Nashwauk- Sejnoha, Ruth 
Paynesville: Grace- Tschann, Luanne 
Pequot Lakes: Grace- Evans, Clint* 
Pequot Lakes: Grace- Johnson, Peggy 
Pine Lake Chapel- Palm, Peggy 
Rosendale- Clough-Nelsen, Marie 
Sauk Centre- Illies, Renae 
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     Sebeka- Fair, Darlene 
     Sebeka- Horsager, Charles* 
     Sebeka- Koehne, Betty* 
     Spicer: Cross Roads Community- O'Brien, Stacey 
     Thief River Falls- Mueller, Scott Andrew 
     Verndale: Central- Coil, Mary 

Villard- Hahn, Donna 
Virginia: Peace- Crain, Becky* 
Virginia: Peace- Wier, Val 
Wadena- Smith, Mike 
Willmar- Parker, David 
Wrightstown- Sibert, Luana 

  
River Valley District 

Brownsdale- Sheely, Bridget 
Burnsville: Grace- Evans-de-Carpio, Marjorie 
Burnsville: Grace- Schill, Katherine* 
Burnsville: River Hills- Campbell, Alan 
Burnsville: River Hills- Shill, Sandra 
Byron- Perez, Jesse 
Chatfield- Maker, Sandy 
Dakota: Riverside- Nelson, Debbie 
Dexter- Angell, Michelle 
Dodge Center- Roberts, Margo 
Eagan: Advent- Bartyzal, Eugene 
Eagan: Advent- Swenson, Sara Ann* 
Eagan: Advent- Stocker, Alan 
Eyota: Faith- Seebach, Pamela 
Grand Meadow: United- Portz, Kim 
Harmony- Grehl, Claudia 
Hastings- Klaus, Julie 

      Hastings- Kocher, Dan 
      Inver Grove Heights: CROSSROADS- Wassell, Derek* 
      Inver Grove Heights: Mount Bethel- Eck, Rolland 
      Kasson- Beckman, Rodney 
      Kasson: Pleasant Corners- Henslin, Libby 
      La Crescent- Thrune, Linda 
      Lake City- Setter, Chad* 
      Lake City- Thompson, Allan 
      Lakeville: CROSSROADS- Krech, Keanu* 
      Lakeville: CROSSROADS- Nelson, Monica* 
      Little Prairie- Williams, Pam 
      Mazeppa- Neil, Dave 
      Nerstrand- Pearson, Mark 

Northfield- Craig, Bob 
Northfield- Gryc, Lynn 
Owatonna- Downey, Michael 
Pine Island- Beyer, Lisa 
Preston- Goutcher, John 
Prior Lake: Holy Trinity- Ottoson, Carol 
Red Wing: First- Bystrom, Katie 
Red Wing: First- Stone, Jane* 
River Valley District- Carpio-Evans, Pangea* 
Rochester: Bethany- Fishel, Edward 
Rochester: Christ- Ilstrup, Diane 
Rochester: Christ- Van Ert, Lael* 
Rochester: Christ- Van Ert, Madeline* 
Rochester: Evangel- Frank, William 
Rochester: Homestead- Sheely, Connie 
Rosemount- Anderson, Kris 
Rosemount- Luckhardt, Tami 
Rosemount- Middlecamp, Jill 
Savage: Glendale- Gaboury, Paula 
Spring Valley: Faith- Vrieze, Darlene 
St Charles- Carlson, Peggy 
Stanton- Fox, Joyce 
Stewartville- Wilson, Renee 
STORM Faith Community- Hodd, David* 
Winona: Wesley- Brault, Walker* 
Winona: Wesley- Matthees, Jennifer 
Woodbury/Peaceful Grove- Easton, Jill 
Woodbury/Peaceful Grove- Everitt, Elizabeth 
Wykoff- Leutink, Joyce

  
Southern Prairie District 

Adrian- Harrington, Caryn 
Albert Lea- Smith, Carolyn 
Alden- Albers, Rosalie 
Amboy- Haroldson, Phyllis 
Arlington- Lamb, Pat 
Balaton- Skramstad, Sue 
Beauford- Allan, Hank 
Bird Island- Grafenstein, Larry 
Blue Earth: Hope- Hanson, Barbara 
Blue Earth: Hope- Lewis, Jenny* 
Blue Earth: Hope- Murray, David* 
Blue Earth: Hope- Perrizo, Susan* 
Ellendale- Paulson, Millie 
Elysian- Ring, Daryl 
Fairfax- Beran, Kari 
Fairmont- Adams, Richard 

Hector- Newbury, Judy 
Hector- Newbury, Judy 
Hendricks: Grace- Peterson, David M. 
Heron Lake- Pederson, Dale 
Hutchinson: Bethlehem- Baumetz, Juli 
Hutchinson: Vineyard- Benjamin, Darlene 
Janesville- Hendricks, Linda 
Janesville- King, Jerry* 
Jasper & Pipestone:Salem- Miller-Qualley, Judith 
Jeffers & Red Rock- Nickel, Marilyn 
Kiester: Grace- Nickel, Wendy 
Lakefield: First- Hay, Lori 
Lamberton- Pankonin, Warren 
Le Center- Krenik, Mary 
Le Sueur- King, Lori 
Luverne- Maine, Velda* 
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  Luverne- Vogt, Sandra 
  Madelia- Rollings, Connie 
  Magnolia- Nelson, Doris 
  Mankato: Centenary- Johnson, Avra* 
  Mankato: Centenary- Koser, Erica* 
  Mankato: Centenary- Scholl, Jennifer 
  Mankato: Hilltop- Bittner, Andrew 
  Mankato: Hilltop- Lick, Carissa* 
  Mankato: Hilltop- Morgan, JJ* 
  Marshall: Wesley- Coleman, Matt 
  Montevideo- Robertson, Gerry 
  Morristown: Peace- Karsten, Lisa 
  Morristown: Peace- Krenik, Sharon* 
  New Ulm: First- Burkhart, Marc 
  New Ulm: Oakwood- Blank, Kevin 
  North Mankato: Belgrade Ave- Kalm, Kent 
  Norwood: Church in the Maples- Young, Eugenia 
  Olivia: Faith- Savoie, Lisa 
  Peace & Kellogg- Nymann, Cheryl* 

Raymond: First- Molenaar, Shelley 
Redwood Falls: First- Gatfield, Ida 
Renville- Perry, Beryl 
Sanborn- Posz, Phyllis 
Slayton- Kluis, Margaret 
Sleepy Eye: Faith- Tennant, Shirley 
Springfield- Weller, Phil 
Tracy- Schmidt, Ethanie 
Trimont- Borntrager, Beverly 
Vernon Center: Grace- Mortenson, Tabitha 
Walnut Grove- Mickelson, Jerry 
Waterville: Evangelical- Olson, Karen 
Wells- Hagen, Amanda 
Wells- Woolverton, Becky* 
Wilmar- Swanson, Diane* 
Windom: First- Miller, Sherry 
Winnebago: First- Mcclain, Maryann 
Worthington: First- Moser, Chuck

Twin Cities District 
Bloomington: Hillcrest- Jensen, Arthur 
Bloomington: Normandale Hylands- Kersten, Tom 
Bloomington: Portland Ave- Dweh-Chenneh,  

Stephen  
Brooklyn Center: Brooklyn- Berg, Stephen 
Brooklyn Center: Brooklyn- Sneh, Jorena 
Chanhassen: Discovery- Noor, Troy 
Columbia Heights: Community- Thompson, Anita 
Crystal: Brunswick- Hubin, Lori 
Eden Prairie- Eddy, Virginia 
Edina: Good Samaritan- Knutson, David 
Edina: Good Samaritan- Smith, Carol 
Excelsior- Johnson, Jane* 
Excelsior- McCollough, Linda* 
Excelsior- Stone, Christine* 
Fridley- Evenson, Karen* 
Fridley- Olson, Wendell 
Golden Valley: Spirit of Hope- Boger, Joan 
Hopkins: Korean Evangelical- Reiser, Steven* 
Maplewood: Arlington Hills- Manthei, Shel 
Maplewood: Christ- Hoskin, Christopher 
Mendota Heights: Saint Paul's- Egan, Carol 
Minneapolis: Epworth- Fors, Jon 
Minneapolis: Faith Vietnamese Fellowship 

(Richfield)- Doan, David*  
Minneapolis: Hennepin Ave- Johnson, David 
Minneapolis: Hennepin Ave- Johnson, Garrett 
Minneapolis: Hennepin Ave- Manbeck, Deane 
Minneapolis: Hennepin Ave- Osborne, Margaret 

 Minneapolis: Lake Harriet- Froehlich, Katherine* 
 Minneapolis: Lake Harriet- Johnson, Jen* 
 Minneapolis: Lake Harriet- Konrardy, Bill 
 Minneapolis: Minnehaha- Minehart, Paul 
 Minneapolis: New Church Start- Sit, Tyler* 

Minneapolis: North- Nelson, Marybeth 
Minneapolis: Northeast- Sowden, Cindy* 
Minneapolis: Park Ave- McClure-Lazo, Ceola 
Minneapolis: Park Avenue- Larsen, Jenny Lind* 
Minneapolis: Prospect Park- Ozanne, Steve 
Minneapolis: Richfield- Larson, Kayla 
Minneapolis: Richfield- Williamson, Jill 
Minneapolis: Simpson- Ludack, Barbara 
Minneapolis: Uptown- Miller, Lee* 
Minneapolis: Walker- Hildenbrand, Al 
Minnetonka- Nuckols, Dave 
Plymouth: Messiah- Seaton, Linda 
Plymouth: Messiah- Witter, Jody 
Plymouth: Pilgrim- Oelke, Dwayne 
Richfield: Church of Peace- Motz, Jerry 
Roseville: Centennial- Gilbert, Jane 
Roseville: Centennial- Lee, Dee Lynne 
Roseville: Centennial- Mayfield, Anita 
Roseville: Centennial- Oelke, Ervin 
St Anthony: Faith- Grimes, Mark 
St Anthony: Faith- Grimes, Trish 
St Louis Park: Aldersgate- Steffenhagen, Serena 
St Paul: Epworth- Longsdorf, Mary 
St Paul: Fairmount Ave- Langer, Margaret 
St Paul: Fairmount Ave- Neuhauser, Dana* 
St Paul: Fairmount Ave- Thurston, Murray* 
St Paul: Hamline- Schlaeppi, James 
St Paul: Mounds Park- Lucas, Robert 
St Paul: Recovery Church Central Park- Brecht, Debra 
St Paul: Wheelock- Vang, Greg* 
St Paul: Wheelock- Young, Vicheye 
Twin Cities District- Currie, Kathleen* 
Twin Cities District- Schaffran, Debra*
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	A.  Daily Proceedings
	B. Clergy Session
	C. Laity Session
	D. 2015 Annual Conference Session Roll Call

	IV.  THE BUSINESS OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
	PART I: Organization and General Business
	1. Who are elected for the quadrennium (603.7, 619)?
	2. Is the Annual Conference incorporated (603.1)? Yes
	3. Bonding and auditing: What officers handling funds of the conference have been bonded, and in what amounts (618, 2511)? Treasurer, Council on Finance and Administration Officers, Board of Trustees Officers, commercial blanket bond of $250,000. H...
	4. What agencies have been appointed or elected?
	a) Who have been elected chairpersons for the mandated structures listed?
	b) Indicate the name of the agency (or agencies) and the chairperson(s) in your annual conference which is (are) responsible for the functions related to each of the following general church agencies (610.1):
	c) Indicate the conference agencies and chairpersons which have responsibilities for the following functions:
	d)  Indicate the president or equivalent for the following organizations.
	e)   Have persons been elected for the following district boards and committees? Answer yes or no.
	(1) District Boards of Church Location & Building (2518)? Yes.
	(2) Committees on District Superintendency (669)? Yes.
	(3) District Committees on Ordained Ministry (666)? Yes.

	f) What other councils, boards, commissions, or committees have been appointed or elected in the annual conference?

	5. Have the secretaries, treasurers, and statisticians kept and reported their respective data in accordance to the prescribed formats (606.8)? Yes
	6. What is the report of the statistician? (See report, pages 112 & 266 of Journal.)
	7. What is the report of the treasurer? (See report, pages 118, 282 & 298 of Journal.)
	8. What are the reports of the district superintendents as to the status of the work within their districts?
	(See report, pages 14 & addendum of Journal.)
	9. What is the schedule of minimum base compensation for clergy for the ensuing year (342, 625.3)?
	The minimum cash compensation for all pastors who qualify according to the Standing Rules of the Minnesota Annual Conference shall be $35,741 in 2015 and $36,349 in 2016.  Increments for seniority shall begin in the second year of service. There sha...
	10. What amount has been apportioned to the pastoral charges within the conference to be raised for the support of the district superintendents for the ensuing year (614.1a)? $667, 269
	11. a) What amount has been apportioned to the pastoral charges within the conference to be raised for the support of the pension and benefit programs of the conference for the ensuing year (614.1d, 1507)? $1000
	b) What are the apportionments to this conference for the ensuing year?
	(1) For the World Service Fund?  $854,944
	(2) For the Ministerial Education Fund?  $293,519
	(3) For the Black College Fund?  $117,088
	(4) For the Africa University Fund?  $26,211
	(5) For the Episcopal Fund?  $275,601
	(6) For the General Administration Fund?  $103,221
	(7) For the Interdenominational Cooperation Fund?  $22,966

	12. What are the findings of the annual audit of the conference treasuries? (See report, pages 163-187 of Journal)
	13.  Conference and district lay leaders (603.9, 659):
	a) Conference lay leader: Janet Beard and Robert Kutter
	b) Associate conference lay leaders: None
	c) District and associate district lay leaders:
	Big Waters . . . . . . . . . . Brent Cottington
	North Star . . . . . . . . . .  TBD
	River Valley . . . . . . . . .Jane Stone
	Southern Prairie  . . . . . Kathy King
	Twin Cities . . . . . . . . .. Lee Rainey

	14. List local churches which have been:
	a) Organized or continued as New Church Starts or Mission Congregations (259,1-4, continue to list congregations here until listed in questions 14.c, d, or e)
	b) Satellite congregations (259.5-10, continue to list here until listed in questions 14.c, d, or e)
	c) Chartered
	d) Merged (2546, 2547)
	(1) United Methodist with United Methodist
	(2) Other mergers (indicate denomination)

	e) Discontinued or abandoned (229, 341.2, 2549) (State which for each church listed.)
	(1) New Church Start (259.2,3)
	(2) Mission Congregation (259.1a)
	(3) Satellite Congregation
	(4) Chartered Local Church (259.5)
	f) Relocated and to what address
	g) Changed name of church? (Example: "First" to "Trinity")
	h) Transferred this year into this conference from other United Methodist conference(s) and with what membership (41, 260)?
	i)   What cooperative parishes in structured forms have been established? (206.b)
	j) What other changes have taken place in the list of churches?

	15. Are there Ecumenical Shared Ministries in the conference? (208)
	a) Federated church
	b) Union Church
	c) Merged Church
	d) Yoked Parish
	16. What changes have been made in district and charge lines?
	PART II: Pertaining to Ordained Ministers and Local Pastors
	(Note: A (v) notation following a question in this section signifies that the action or election requires a majority vote of the clergy session of the annual conference. If an action requires more than a simple majority, the notation (v 2/3) or (v 3/...

	17.  Are all the clergy members of the conference blameless in their life and official administration ( 604.4, 605.6)?
	None of us is blameless before God; all stand in need of the continual grace of God. We give thanks for the faithful ministries of the clergy members of the annual conference. The character and conference relations of all clergy members have been re...
	18. Who constitute:
	a) The Administrative Review Committee (636)? (v)
	Leigh Brown, Katie Schneider-Bryan; Wesley Johnson
	Alternates: Duane Sarazin, Gloria Roach Thomas
	b)   The Conference Relations Committee of the Board of Ordained Ministry (635.1d)?
	c)  The Committee on Investigation (Restored and effective April 18, 2015) (2703.2)? (v)
	Clergy: Tom Biatek, Karen Bruins,J. Christopher Jackson, Emma Melin, JoAnne Amaral
	Clergy Alternates: Gay Albers, Rufus Campbell, Pat Hinker
	Lay: Robert Black, Tony Nicholson, Karen Thompson, David Merry (diaconal)
	Lay Alternates: Ginger Eddy, Wilma Roberts, Leslie Hobson, Kay Roberts
	19. Who are the certified candidates (  310, 313, 314)
	a)  Who are currently certified as candidates for ordained or licensed ministry?
	b) Who have had their candidacy for ordained or licensed ministry accepted by a District Committee on Ordained Ministry in another annual conference? (Include name of accepting conference.)
	Michael Rivera RV 2014 (Northern Illinois)
	c) Who have been discontinued as certified candidates for licensed or ordained ministry?
	d) Who are certified candidates in this conference serving in other conferences?
	20. Who have completed the studies for the license as a local pastor, are approved, but are not now appointed?  (315 —Indicate for each person the year the license was approved.):

	21. Who are approved and appointed as: (Indicate for each person the first year the license was awarded. Indicate what progress each has made in the course of study or the name of the seminary in which they are enrolled. Indicate with an asterisk thos...
	a)  Full-time local pastors? (318.1)
	b)  Part-time local pastors? (318.2) (fraction of full-time in one-quarter increments)
	c) Students from other annual conferences or denominations serving as local pastors and enrolled in a school of theology listed by the University Senate (318.3, ,4)?
	d) Students who have been certified as candidates in your annual conference and are serving as local pastors in another annual conference while enrolled in a school of theology listed by the University  Senate (318.3)
	e) Persons serving as local pastors while seeking readmission to conference membership (366.4, 367, 369.3)? (If not in this conference indicate name of conference where serving.)

	22. Who have been discontinued as local pastors (320.1)? Jeffrey Gustafson
	23. Who have been reinstated as local pastors (320.4)?
	24. What ordained ministers or provisional members from other Annual Conferences or Methodist denominations are approved for appointment in the Annual Conference while retaining their conference or denominational membership (331.8, 346.1)? (List alp...
	a) Annual Conferences
	b) Other Methodist Denominations

	25. What clergy in good standing in other Christian denominations have been approved to serve appointments or ecumenical ministries within the bounds of the Annual Conference while retaining their denominational affiliation (331.8, 346.2)? (v) (Des...
	26. Who are affiliate members: (List alphabetically; indicate annual conference or denomination where membership is held.)
	a) With vote (586.4 [v])? None.
	b) Without vote (334.5, 344.4)? (v 2/3)

	27. Who are elected as associate members? 322 (v) (List alphabetically-see note preceding Question 27):
	28. Who are elected as provisional members and what seminary are they attending, if in school? (under 322.4, 324, 325)
	a) Provisional Deacons under the provisions of  324.4a, c or 324.5?(v)
	b) Provisional Elders under the provisions of  324.4a, b or 324.6 (v));  322.4 (v 3/4)

	29. Who are continued as provisional members, in what year were they admitted to provisional membership, and what seminary are they attending, if in school (326)?
	a) In preparation for ordination as a deacon or elder? (326)
	b) Provisional deacons who became provisional elders?
	c) Provisional elders who became provisional deacons? (Indicate year)
	d) Provisional members who transferred from other conferences or denominations? (347.1)

	30. What ordained clergy, coming from other Christian denominations, have had their orders recognized (348): (v) A person’s orders may be recognized when they are transferring their membership into your annual conference from another Christian denom...
	31. What ordained clergy have been received from other Christian denominations (347.3): (List alphabetically—see note preceding Question 27):
	a) As provisional members (347.3a,b)? (v)
	b) As local pastors (347.3a)? (v)

	32. Who are elected as members in full connection? (List alphabetically-see note preceding Question 27. Anyone appearing on this question must also be listed somewhere in questions 32-33 or 35, unless the clergy’s orders from another denomination were...
	a) Deacons
	b) Elders

	33. Who are ordained as deacons and what seminary awarded their degree?  Or, if their master’s degree is not from a seminary, at what seminary did they complete the basic graduate theological studies?: (List alphabetically-see note preceding Question 27)
	a) After provisional membership (330)? (v 2/3)
	b) Transfer from elder?(309) (v 2/3)

	34. Who are ordained as elders and what seminary awarded their degree?
	a) After provisional membership? (335) (v 2/3)
	b) Transfer from deacon? (309) (v 2/3)

	35. What provisional members, previously discontinued, are readmitted (365)? (v)
	36. Who are readmitted (366-368 [v], 369 [v 2/3]):
	37. Who are returned to the effective relationship after voluntary retirement (358.7): (v)
	38. Who have been received by transfer from other annual conferences of The United Methodist Church (347.1, 416.5, 635.2m)? (List alphabetically. Indicate credential. See note preceding Question 27.)
	Robert Moorlach, (FE) from Dakotas
	39. Who are transferred in from other Methodist denominations (347.2)? (List alphabetically. Indicate credential.)
	40. Who have been ordained as a courtesy to other conferences, after election by the other conference? (See note preceding Question 27. Such courtesy elections or ordinations do not require transfer of conference membership.)
	a) Deacons?
	b) Elders? Jacob Cody Nielsen (Iowa)

	41. Who have been transferred out to other annual conferences of The United Methodist Church (416.5)? (List alphabetically. Indicate credential. See note preceding Question 27.)
	Dennis Oglesby (FE) (Northern Illinois)
	42. Who are discontinued as provisional members (327)?  (v).
	a) By expiration of eight-year time limit ( 327)
	b) By voluntary discontinuance ( 327.6) (v)
	c) By involuntary discontinuance ( 327.6) (v)
	d) By reaching Mandatory Retirement Age after December 31, 2012 ( 327.7)
	43. Who are on location?
	a) Who has been granted honorable location (359.1)?
	(1) This year? (v)
	(2) Previously?

	b) Who on honorable location are appointed ad interim as local pastors? (359.2) (Indicate date and appointment.)
	c) Who has been placed on administrative location (360)?
	(1) This year? (v)
	(2) Previously?


	44. Who have been granted the status of honorable location–retired (359.3):
	a) This year? (v)
	b) Previously?

	45. Who have had their status as honorably located and their orders terminated (359.2)? (v)
	46. Who have had their conference membership terminated?
	a) By withdrawal to unite with another denomination (361.1, .4)? (v)
	b) By withdrawal from the ordained ministerial office (361.2, .4)? (v)
	c) By withdrawal under complaints or charges (361.3, .4; 2719.2)? (v)
	d) By termination of orders under recommendation of the Board of Ordained Ministry (354.12 )? (v)
	e) By trial (2713)?

	47. Who have been suspended under the provisions of 363.1d, 2704.2c or 2711.3? (Give effective dates. Indicate credential.)
	48. Deceased (List alphabetically in the spaces provided)
	a) What associate members have died during the year? None
	Effective:
	Retired:
	b) What provisional members have died during the year? (Indicate credential.) None
	Effective:
	Retired:
	c) What elders have died during the year? (List alphabetically in the spaces provided)
	Effective:
	Retired:
	d) What deacons have died during the year? None
	Effective:
	Retired:
	e) What local pastors have died during the year? None
	Active:
	Retired:

	49. What provisional or ordained members (elders and deacons) have received appointments in other Annual Conferences of The United Methodist Church while retaining their membership in this Annual Conference (331.8, 346.1)?
	50. Who are the provisional, ordained members or associate members on leave of absence and for what number of years consecutively has each held this relation (354)? (Indicate credential. Record Charge Conference where membership is held.)
	a) Voluntary?
	(1) Personal, less than 5 years (354.2a 3) (v)
	(2) Personal, 5 years or more (354.2a 3) (v 2/3)
	(3) Family, less than 5 years (354.2b 3) (v)
	(4) Family, 5 years or more (354.2b 3) (v 2/3)
	(5) Transitional (354.2c)
	b) Involuntary ( 355)? (v 2/3)

	51. Who are granted sabbatical leave (352)? (v)
	52. Who have been granted medical leave due to medical or disabling conditions (357)? (v)
	53. What members in full connection have been retired (358): (List alphabetically giving full name—first, middle, last—in that order. If retiring in the interim between conference sessions (358.2d), indicate the effective date of retirement.) (Under...
	a) This year? Loronda L. Schuler
	b) Previously?
	Elders
	a) This year?
	b) Previously?
	Otis P. Borop, Jr. 2013
	Paul H. Bosshardt 2007
	Janet C. Morey 2007
	Betty A. Schilling 2007
	H. Grant Tanner 2007
	Lawrence C. Zimmerman 1997

	54. What associate members have been retired (358): (List alphabetically giving full name-first, middle, last-in that order. If retiring in the interim between conference sessions (358.2d), indicate the effective date of retirement.) (Under 358.1, ...
	a) This year?
	b) Previously?
	b) Previously?

	56. Who have been recognized as retired local pastors (320.5):
	a) This year?
	b) Previously?
	57. What is the number of clergy members of the Annual Conference:
	a )  By appointment category and conference relationship?
	PART III: Certification in Specialized and Certified Lay Ministry



	(635.2u, v, The Book of Discipline)
	(Note: Indicate credential of persons in Part III: FD, FE, PD, PE, AM, FL, PL, and LM.)
	58. Who are the candidates in process for certification in specialized ministry? None.
	59. Who is certified in specialized ministry? (List the areas of specialized ministry. Indicate by an asterisk those certified this year.)
	60. Who are transferred in as a certified person in specialized ministry? None.
	61. Who are transferred out as a certified person in specialized ministry? None.
	62. Who have been removed as a certified person in specialized ministry? None.
	PART IV: Certified Lay Ministry


	( 271 and 666.10 The Book of Discipline)
	63. Who are certified as lay ministers ( 271, and 666.10)? (List alphabetically giving full name—first, middle, last—in that order, by district)
	PART V: Diaconal Ministers

	(Paragraph numbers in questions 65-72 refer to The 1992 Book of Discipline)
	64. Who constitute the Committee on Investigation (2703.3)? (v)
	Clergy: Tom Biatek, Karen Bruins, J. Christopher Jackson, Emma Melin, JoAnne Amaral
	Clergy Alternates: Gay Albers, Rufus Campbell, Pat Hinker
	Lay: Robert Black, Tony Nicholson, Karen Thompson, David Merry (diaconal)
	Lay Alternates: Ginger Eddy, Wilma Roberts, Leslie Hobson, Kay Roberts
	65. Who are transferred in as diaconal ministers (312)?
	66. Who are transferred out as diaconal ministers (312)?
	67. Who have had their conference relationship as diaconal ministers terminated by Annual Conference action (313.3)? (Under 313.3a, no vote; under 313.3b, v 2/3)
	68. What diaconal ministers have died during the year?
	a) Effective:
	b) Retired:

	69. What diaconal ministers have been granted leaves of absence under 313.1a, c, d) (disability, study/sabbatical, or personal leave): (v)
	70. What diaconal ministers have been granted an extended leave (313.1e):
	71. Who have returned to active status from extended leave (313.1e)? (v)?
	72. Who have taken the retired relationship to the Annual Conference as diaconal ministers (313.2): (Under 313.2b, v 2/3)
	a) This year? Toni Marie Kisch
	b) Previously?
	PART VI: Appointments and Concluding Business


	73. Who are approved for less than full-time service?
	a) What associate members, provisional, or full elders are approved for appointment to less than full-time service, what is the total number of years for which such approval has been granted to each, and for what fraction of full-time service (in one...

	b) What deacons in full connection and provisional deacons are approved for appointment to less than full-time service (331.7)?
	74. Who have been appointed as interim pastors under the provisions of 338.3 since the last session of the annual conference, and for what period of time? None.
	75. What changes have been made in appointments since the last annual conference session? (Attach list. Include and identify Appointments Beyond the Local Church (Deacons) and Appointments to Extension Ministries (Elders). Give effective dates of all ...
	 Amy Atkins (OE) to Fargo First (Associate) from Big Stone Tabor (DK), Milbank Parkview (DK), Ortonville (MN), July 15, 2014.
	 Melanie Reiners (PL [DK]) to Big Stone Tabor, Milbank Parkview (DK); Ortonville (MN) from no appointment, follows Amy Atkins, August 1, 2014.
	 Teri Johnson (OE) from Minneapolis: Hennepin Ave (MN) to LOA (Dakotas), August 11, 2014.
	 Tyler Christiansen (FE) from Minneapolis: Lake Harriet to Riverchase (Birmingham Area, N Alabama Conference, South Central District), September 1, 2014.
	 Richard L. Wilder (RL) from Community of Faith Larger Parish: Clarissa, Clotho, Eagle Bend to Onamia (BW), less than full time, September 1, 2014.
	 Nehil Bejarano (OF) to St. Paul: La Puerta Abierta (TC), less than full time from “Assigned” to St. Paul: La Puerta Abierta (TC), August 4, 2014.
	 Edward J. Holland (FE) to Retired Status (BW) from Ext Min: Park Nicollet Methodist Hospital, Hospice Chaplain, August 15, 2015.
	 Melanie Homan (FE) to Minneapolis: Lake Harriet (TC) from St. Paul: St. Anthony Park (TC), (follows Tyler Christiansen), September 1, 2014.
	 Ricardo Alcoser (OF) to Douglas, Hammond (RV) from “Assigned” to Douglas, Hammond (RV), September 1, 2014.
	 Kimberly Jackson (OF) to Rochester: Christ (RV) from “Assigned” to Rochester: Christ (RV), September 1, 2014.
	 Katrina Lee (FL) to Rochester: Christ (RV) from “Assigned” to Rochester: Christ (RV), September 1, 2014.
	 Pamela L. Serdar (FE) to Minneapolis: Richfield (TC) from Family Leave (TC), (follows James Haun interim), October 1, 2014.
	 Judith Lloyd (OR) to Jeffers, Red Rock (SP) less than fulltime from Retired Elder, Missouri Annual Conference, (follows David Laechel, retired, July 1, 2014), October 1, 2014.
	 Elnora Romness (Cand.) to no assignment from assigned to Lake City ** (RV), September 15, 2014.
	 Dahmon W. Romness (PL) to no appointment from Lake City** (RV), November 1, 2014.
	 Daniel L. Foster (LP) assigned to Communities of Faith Parish: Clotho, Clarissa, Eagle Bend** (3/4) (NS), (follows Richard Wilder), October 12, 2014.
	 Katherine King (PL), newly licensed Local Pastor to Janesville** (1/4) (SP), follows Bescye Burnett (RLP), October 1, 2014.
	 Dean W. Wolf (RE) to Elysian** (1/4) (SP), follows Bescye Burnett (RLP), October 1, 2014.
	 J. Samuel Subramanian (OE) assigned to Ext. Ministries St. Paul: St. Anthony Park** (1/2) (TC), remains Ext. Ministries: UTS (from Iowa Conference), follows Melanie Homan, October 1, 2014.
	 Kenneth H. Uhren (PL) to Hewitt** (1/4) (NS) as Licensed Local Pastor from Hewitt: (1/4) as laity under Care of Superintendent, July 17, 2014
	 Matthew Silker (Laity) assigned to Appleton First UMC, Bellingham UMC, Marieta UCC (NS)  from Candidate in Central Texas Conference—not previously appointed, follows Barbara McKewin, October 26, 2014.
	 Phillip Schmidt (FE) to Lake City (RV) from North Branch: Main Street Church (BW), follows Dahmon Romness, January 1, 2015.
	 Steven Anderson (OF) to North Branch: Main Street Church (BW) from ordained Evangelical Covenant, follows Phillip Schmidt, January 1, 2015.
	 Tiffany J. McDonald (FE) Associate, Minnetonka** (TC) from Family Leave, January 1, 2015.
	 Rachel McIver Morey (FE) Minneapolis: Simpson** (1/2) (TC) from Brooklyn Center: Mosaic** (1/2) and Minneapolis: Simpson ** (1/2) (TC), January 1, 2015.
	 Diane C. Olson (FD) to Lino Lakes: Gethsemane** (3/4) (BW) from Lino Lakes: Gethsemane (full time), January 1, 2015.
	 Austin Walker (PL) to Sioux Falls: Embrace** (3/4) (DK) from Hastings** (MN) (RV), January 1, 2015.
	 Kimberly Jackson (OF) to PC(USA): Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church, Augusta, GA from assigned: Rochester: Christ (Minister for Yourth, YA and Missions/SJ), January 31, 2015.
	 Kenneth H. Uhren (PL) to Hewitt** (1/4) and Verndale** (1/4) (NS) from Hewitt** (1/4) (NS), February 11, 2015.
	 Gordon A. Deuel (FE) to Lakeville: Crossroads (Elk-New Market) (RV) from Lakeville: Crossroads (RV), February 1/2015.
	 Jeffrey L. Olson (FE) to Wausau: Wesley UMC (WI Conf – Heartland) from Family Leave, February 1, 2015.
	 Garth Heckman (OF) to New Prague: Heritage (Assigned) (RV) from Newly Appointed (Ordained Other Denomination) follows Gordon Deuel, April 1, 2015.
	 Lee R. Kantonen (FE) to Ext Min: Hospice of Red River Valley (NS) from Park Rapids: Riverside (NS), April 1, 2015.
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