
Community and school outreach resources recommended by 
the Resource Center for Churches 

 
Portable Faith by Sarah Cunningham (Abingdon, 2013) 
Portable Faith is a book of first steps for churches and leaders who hear God’s call and are ready to 
follow. It will upturn your assumptions and lead you to critically evaluate your own perceptions about 
evangelism and outreach and provides a rich collection of practical, engaging, inexpensive exercises for 
small groups, individuals, or an entire congregation. Work through the exercises, and you’ll be equipped 
to go out, to transform the strange new world beyond your church’s doorstep.  
Read excerpt  
 
Walking with Nehemiah by Joseph W. Daniels Jr. (Abingdon, 2014)  
Too often, congregations ignore their neighborhoods. They don’t consider the vast resource of people 
surrounding their church and seem to forget that Pentecost, the very event that gave birth to the 
church, happened in the streets. Participate in this study of Nehemiah and discover what people God is 
asking you to encourage, what walls God is calling you to repair, what ministry God might be calling you 
to lead or do, and where you should start. This book gives readers inspiration and practical tools for 
engaging with their communities in ways that help congregations and communities become whole. 
Read summary 
 
“Developing Lay Leaders for Community Ministry” by Joy F. Skjegstad 
Connecting with people and institutions outside the walls of the church isn’t a job for professional staff 
alone. Strong lay leadership is critical for community ministries. Rather than launching and running them 
with paid staff alone, churches can empower lay leaders to add the gifts, perspectives, and hours of 
labor that are needed to truly serve the community well. Strong lay leadership can also keep ministry 
sustainable and growing even when the professional staff changes. 
Read article (if you like what you see, you can borrow Skjegstad’s book 7 Creative Models for Community 
Ministry from the RCC)  
 
“Connect With Your Neighbors” from the Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
Learn to connect with your church's neighbors through understanding, engagement, and service. This 
resource includes video and PowerPoint presentations you can use for self-study or with groups in your 
church as well as supplemental resources to help you reach new disciples. 
Video presentation samples (if you like what you see, you can borrow the full resource from the RCC)  
 
“50 Ways to Take Church to the Community” from the Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
This list contains ideas spanning from spiritual preparation to building authentic relationships to 
reaching out through community events. 
View list 
 
Resources to Help You Serve Your Neighbor from the Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
This is a compilation of resources cultivated from various organizations and sources. They are focused 
on engaging local schools, effective church-school partnerships, and back-to-school outreach and 
resources.   
View resources 
 
 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3765/time-money-taking-your-church-to-the-community
http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4378/walking-your-citys-streets-with-nehemiah
https://www.faithandleadership.com/joy-skjegstad-developing-lay-leaders-community-ministry
http://www.churchleadership.com/newdisciples/ConnectWithNeighbors.asp
http://www.churchleadership.com/50Ways/CommunityChurch.html
http://www.churchleadership.com/serveyourneighbor/YourLocalSchoolsasMission.asp?id=homepage20150618

