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Living
generously

UNLEASHING GOD’S GIFTS

The Manure Plan: 2016 Episcopal Address
By: Christa Meland

It’s time to become more 
intentional in our manure spreading—
metaphorically speaking, Bishop Bruce R. 
Ough told members of the 162nd session 
of the Minnesota Annual Conference.

In his Episcopal Address delivered 
Tuesday, he reflected on the plan for 
living generously set forth by Jesus in 
Luke 13:6-9. In this parable, a gardener 
pleads with the owner of a vineyard 
not to cut down a fig tree that hadn’t 
produced any fruit for three years. The 
gardener offers to spread manure on the 
soil around it in the hopes that in one 
more year the tree would bear fruit.

Ough pointed out that the parable 
uses crude, impolite language to 
underscore the message that it’s time for 
drastic, earthly measures.

“The point is clear,” Ough said. “The 
time is short; you have one last chance to 
put things right before the judgment—
one last chance to bear kingdom fruit…
You had better get your manure together 
before it is too late. Be fruitful or perish!”

Anyone here need a second chance? 
Anyone here need a little more time to 
offer everything to God? Ough asked 
attendees. “God wants to give us a 
second chance…God wants to give us a 
little more time to bear fruit.”

The good news for the Minnesota 
Conference is that the Journey Toward 
Vitality—a roadmap that outlines the 
conference’s vision and the strategic 
pathways that will get us there—is 
already producing kingdom fruit.

The number of Minnesota United 
Methodists engaged in hands-on 
mission increased 7 percent from 2014 

to 2015 (on top of a 36 percent increase 
the prior year), and there was an 8 
percent increase in the number of people 
served through outreach, justice, and 
mercy ministries. And for the first time in 
many years, there was an increase—of 
1 percent—in the number of people 
received on profession of faith.

Still, the barriers to fruitfulness 
continue to pose a danger to this 
momentum, Ough said. God has given us 
all great gifts to go forth and fertilize—
to give an already fruitful ministry the 
nourishment it needs, to love someone 
whose soul is drying up, to call someone 
out of darkness into Christ’s marvelous 
light, to spread our manure around!

“The only things constraining us 
from unleashing God’s gifts are our own 
impoverished imaginations, our fear or 
disdain of change, our scarcity thinking, 
and our tendency to limit who we 
embrace as our neighbors,” he said.

Ough compared scarcity thinking to 

a popular PlayStation 2 ad that depicts 
fleas being “trained” in a glass jar. After 
three days, according to the ad, the fleas 
will only act within the boundaries of 
the jar, even they are released from it. 
Those who follow Christ should not allow 
themselves to become so entrenched, 
since doing so can force us into patterns 
that blind us.

“We are not called to let imaginary 
lids limit our ministry, witness, and 
generosity,” he said. That’s especially true 
when it comes to those who differ from 
us.

“Jesus was constantly expanding 
the boundaries of whom God loved 
and included in the kingdom,” Ough 
told attendees. “It often seems as if we 
are constantly trying to more narrowly 
define who is included and who is 
not…It is God’s extravagant, unmerited 
love and grace that sets the ultimate 
boundaries for defining who is our 
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neighbor.”

Once our eyes are opened to our 
neighbors, the example of Christ is 
to share with them. Ough called on 
members of the annual conference to 
consider their “Pearl of Great Price,” taken 
from a parable in Matthew 13. What 
stories of God’s work in our lives, he 
wondered, are pearls? And what good 
are those pearls unless we give them 
away?

In all of this, he reminded the annual 
conference, God is our patient ally.

This is a debate deep within the heart 
of God: Should we receive a justified 
judgment, or miraculous mercy? Ough 
asked.

The answer, according to the story 
of the gardener, is mercy. The manure 
spread over the fruitless tree is a 
metaphor for forgiveness, grace, and 
mercy, he said. But the expectation is 
that the combination of fertilizer and 
time will bring forth a harvest. The 
gardener has interceded on our behalf 
so that we will be engaged in our task as 

fruit-bearers.

Ough told Minnesota United 
Methodists to give themselves 
completely to that work.

“Put some fertilizer on your story and 
go bear fruit!” he said. “Live and witness 
with generous abandon and unleash 
a mighty, magnificent, and miraculous 
torrent of God’s generous love, grace, 
and justice upon the world. Let’s go 
spread some manure.”

Sara Miles: 6 thoughts on evangelism,  
service, unleashing God’s generosity
By: Christa Meland

Sara Miles was raised as an atheist, but 
everything changed the day she entered 
a church at age 46, ate a piece of bread, 
and took a sip of wine.

“You could say I took my first 
communion but the fact is it took me,” 
said the author and former journalist, 
who also serves as director of ministry at 
St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church in 
San Francisco. “God was alive and in my 
mouth.”

Miles—who later wrote Take This 
Bread: A Radical Conversion; Jesus Freak: 
Feeding Healing Raising the Dead; and City 
of God: Faith in the Streets—kept going 
back to church, was eventually baptized, 
and started a food pantry at the church 
that now serves hundreds each week. 
During two, 90-minute teaching 
sessions on Wednesday, Miles shared 
her perspective and experiences when 
it comes to evangelism, service, and 
unleashing God’s generosity. Here are six 
key thoughts she presented:

Stories evangelize us. Miles said her 
life continues to be transformed through 
not only her own story and stories from 
the Bible, but by the stories of those she 
encounters. “As a writer, the gospels just 
blew me away,” she said. “As a listener, the 
stories in scripture…keep evangelizing 
me.” Miles said she’s come to see our own 
stories like the parables in the Bible—
and like Jesus’ parables, they have the 

power to evangelize, to share the good 
news.

The keys to the kingdom are in the 
parables of our lives. “Each one of us 
only gets a glimpse from time to time,” 
said Miles. “I can’t begin to know what 
the kingdom’s like until you tell me what 
it’s like for you. We have to find meaning 
in these stories together.” The keys to the 
kingdom are right here in the stories and 
enacted parables of our lives, which are 
mixed irrevocably with the life of God. 
Miles said the kingdom of heaven is 
feasting with friends. It’s you when you’re 

taking care of your family member. It’s 
like a net thrown into the sea that throws 
up fish of every kind. “All we can do is 
gaze in wonder at the fish,” she said. “This 
is what happens when God’s generosity 
is unleashed.”

The most important word in the 
Bible is “with.” The holy trinity is about 
“with,” she said. God is always gathering 
all humanity into relationship and 
bringing us more deeply into life with 
God. “God is not actually for any one 
person in isolation. God sticks with us, 
accompanies us, delights in us, plays 
with us, suffers with us and uses us and 
abides with us.” Consequently, our work 
in the world must be “with” and not “for,” 
Miles said. It’s often easier and safer to do 
something for someone—to act on their 
behalf. Being with them is riskier because 
it means we both might be changed by 
the relationship.

We need to let others in and allow 
them to help us. For some of us, it’s 
difficult to learn to let other people help 
us, but we must let other people into the 
kind of relationship that’s patterned after 
what God is doing for all of us, Miles said. 
“We receive our lives from God. Whatever 
we do with what we’re given, whether 
we make more or less of it, we eventually 
leave it all and give our souls back to the 
God who made us.” Receiving and giving 
and receiving and giving in 
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relationship with God and other people 
around the table—that’s how our 
lives are transformed. “Everyone has 
something to give. Each person needs to 
give and each person needs to receive, 
which is what happens when we make 
Eucharist together,” she said.

Everything we do says something 
about who we are and how we 
understand God. “If we’re choosing to 
follow the example of Jesus, our service 
must be an imitation of his service,” she 
said. That’s why the food pantry that 
Miles founded doesn’t require people 
to produce papers or proof of income 

in order to receive food. “If we’re just 
going through the motions, so does 
our activism and service work,” Miles 
said. “Justice becomes a program. Food 
becomes a ministry. Mercy becomes an 
issue. Instead of actual scarce cash pulled 
out of my own pocket and put in hand of 
an undeserving poor person, we work in 
spreadsheets about deliverables…Really 
sharing bread and wine or really sharing 
groceries or really being a neighbor 
means conversion, not grudging or 
fearful—it means dying and being 
reborn…becoming one body.” 

Evangelism isn’t bringing church to 
the streets, it’s witnessing the ways the 
body of Christ is already there. “The 
truth of evangelism is that the people are 
God’s people,” said Miles. “They’re already 
out in the streets…encountering Jesus, 
Mary, saints, demons, angels…they’re 
out there praying, sinning, repenting, 
being baptized into the muddy river of 
daily life…They’re constantly creating 
their own theologies from the stories of 
their own lives. They’re not waiting for 
missionaries of any stripe to go outdoors 
and save them. God is saving me from 
my own pretentions so we can come 
together in this holy city.”

Planting seeds, going all in: 
2015-2016 Missional Report
By: Christa Meland

It’s time to plant seeds—to go all 
in and to grow our ministries and 
expectantly watch for the new life and 
harvest to come, North Star District 
Superintendent Mark Miller told 
members of the 162nd Minnesota 
Annual Conference Session.

He talked about a rare supply of 
Minnesota 13 cowpeas that he was given 
some time ago—noting that they will be 
dead in a few years, no longer capable of 
reproducing, if he continues to hold onto 
them. He pointed out that there are risks 
to planting. But a seed that is not planted 
has a 100 percent death rate.

“It’s sow and grow or die,” and this 
is the same challenge that’s facing the 
annual conference, he said. “It’s time to 
go all in and grow out…We are planting 
seeds in Minnesota—not just Minnesota 
13s but the seeds of faith and life in 
Christ for generations to come.”

On Wednesday afternoon, conference 
attendees learned about people and 
churches planting seeds and seeing the 
harvest.

They learned about the brave and 
selfless act of St. Croix Valley United 
Methodist Church in Lakeland—a 
congregation that had become older 
and smaller in recent years. Last summer, 

members gave up their building, their 
identity, and their way of being church so 
that fast-growing Embrace Church could 
launch a new campus in their space and 
reach the next generation for Christ. 
“I believe it’s the most powerful act of 
generosity I’ve ever seen in my entire 
life,” said Embrace Lead Pastor, Rev. Adam 
Weber, who briefly addressed attendees 
in-person.

They also learned about a group of 
college students from Osseo United 
Methodist Church, who gave up their 
summer to travel the state and provide 
Vacation Bible School for churches that 
couldn’t otherwise offer it.

Other highlights celebrated during 
a look back over the past year:

Church planting: In addition to 
Embrace Church launching a new 
campus in Minnesota in November (with 
438 people in attendance!), Rev. Tsuchue 
Vang who serves Wheelock United 
Methodist Church in St. Paul founded a 
new Hmong congregation—Northwest 
Minneapolis United Methodist Ministry. 
It launched in January and meets inside 
of Olivet United Methodist Church in 
Robbinsdale.

Transformation processes: Close to 
two dozen churches have been engaged 
in a revitalization process within the past 
year. These intensive processes involve 
learning, consultation, and coaching—
and 13 churches recently said “yes” to 
a set of prescriptions that came out of 
those processes. As a result (and just to 
name a few), Cross Winds UMC in Maple 
Grove will engage in a year-long prayer 
saturation initiative, Messiah UMC in 
Plymouth will engage in a “year of 100 
new disciples,” and First UMC in New Ulm 
will work to create an environment where 
Pentecost can happen.

Church-school partnerships: Over 
the past year, the conference gave grants 
totaling $33,000 to 42 churches so that 
they could form a partnership with a 
school and make a difference in the lives 
of children. Those churches’ projects 
included providing food, clothing, and 
school supplies to kids; hosting teacher 
appreciation and back-to-school events;
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 tutoring students; adopting classrooms; 
providing books for kids to take home; 
creating a community garden; and 
partnering on a public art installation.

Camping ministry: A few years ago, 
the conference camping ministry made 
some difficult but strategic decisions 
to consolidate camp properties and 
redesign summer programming. Those 
decisions are bearing fruit. In 2015, the 
camping ministry ended its operational 
year in the black for the first time in many 
years, and this summer, registrations 
are up 18 percent over last year. Earlier 
this year, the Dakotas and Minnesota 
conferences’ camp and retreat ministries’ 
combined their strengths and leadership 
and came together to form a joint 
governance team. This new arrangement 
will expand the camping-related 
offerings for United Methodists in each 
conference and allow the conferences 
to share best practices to create the 
strongest possible area camp and 
retreat ministry. The camping program 
is changing lives and developing future 
leaders who will someday change the 
world.

Reducing carbon footprint: Six 
churches took on the challenge that the 
Hopeful Earth ministry team extended 
at the 2014 annual conference session 
to reduce their carbon footprint and be 

leaders in healing a broken world around 
climate change. These churches achieved 
between 5 and 25 percent reductions in 
their carbon footprints, respectively, by 
making changes that included installing 
LED and motion-detector lights, new 
waste management and recycling 
systems, programmable thermostats, 
and solar panels.

Vitality progress and challenges: 
A denominational report shows that 
between 2010 and 2014, the number 
of Minnesota churches that are vital 
increased from 12 percent to 15 percent 
based on several denominational 
vitality indicators. However, over the 
past 10 years, Minnesota churches 
have averaged a 3.48 percent decline 
in attendance and a 2.66 percent 
decline in professing membership. The 
conference’s goal: Increase the number 
of numerically growing congregations 
from 25 percent in 2014 to 40 percent by 
2020. When 40 percent of congregations 
within a conference are growing in 
worship attendance and membership, 
experience and research indicates 
that the conference as a whole will be 
growing too.

FACT Report: Within the past year, 
leaders of the annual conference 
engaged in a process called “FACT,” which 
stands for Financial Analysis Consulting 

Team (think Healthy Church Initiative for 
an annual conference). The FACT team 
conducted interviews; reviewed piles of 
data; led focus groups with clergy, laity, 
and conference staff; and provided a 
report that identified four key challenges: 
lack of urgency regarding precipitous 
decline in membership and attendance; 
need to reconcile actual financial 
resources with asset deployment; build 
on current efforts to foster sustainable 
congregational development; and 
increase effectiveness in leadership 
development, particularly among clergy. 
Addressing these challenges is underway 
and will form the basis of our Journey 
Toward Vitality roadmap for the next four 
years.

“A seed—everything that it will 
become is right there in that little seed, 
but it must be buried in the ground, 
broken open, casting off what it has 
been in order to become fully alive,” 
said Director of Ministries, Rev. Cindy 
Gregorson. “No seed will live into its 
potential if it does not give itself away. 
So this is a brave and bold thing you are 
doing, Minnesota Annual Conference—
trusting in the power of resurrection, 
willing to risk everything, letting go of 
who you are now for the sake of what 
God can and will do in and through you.”

By: Christa Meland

Reach • Renew • Rejoice reaches 
$3.7M goal: To date, $3,759,055 has 
been pledged to this congregational 
development initiative that aimed to 
raise $3.7 million. The amount was 
announced to applause, dancing, and 
clappers flailing in the air. Prior to the 
announcement, 10 people representing 
10 different groups that gave to this 
campaign came forward with a puzzle 
piece that was given to three brightly 
dressed people and thrown into the air, 
at which time each piece of the puzzle 
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appeared on a big screen and helped 
illuminate the Reach • Renew • Rejoice 
logo. Funds given will be used to start 
seven new churches across Minnesota, 
enable 140 churches to go through 
transformational processes to position 
them for vitality, and expand seven 
churches to additional sites. Hundreds 
of churches and individuals made a 
commitment to this effort, and funds 
are already being put to good use 
throughout the state. “We exist because 
of Reach • Renew • Rejoice,” Shawn 
Moore, pastor of new church start The 
Beloved in Maplewood, told attendees. 
Rev. Whitney Sheridan, who will be 
campus pastor of a second campus of 
Centennial United Methodist Church in 
Roseville when it opens this fall, echoed 
that sentiment. “There’s no way this 
could have started without the Reach • 
Renew • Rejoice campaign,” she said. Rev. 
Gary Taylor talked about how Grey Eagle 
United Methodist Church is growing and 
has begun new outreach efforts in part 
because of its participation in Missional 
Journey, one of the conference’s 
transformational processes.

Love Offering for Missions: As 
of Thursday afternoon, conference 
attendees had given $93,767 and 
donated 13,842 health kits to the 2016 
Love Offering for Missions, which this 
year has a financial component and a 
hands-on component. Funds from this 
year’s Love Offering will go to three 
projects: 40 percent will go to the 
Minnesota Council of Churches Refugee 
Services, which welcomes refugees from 
around the world and provides support 
through case management, immigration, 
employment, and education. Ten 
percent will go to the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to ship the prepared 
health kits to where they are needed 
most. Meanwhile, 40 percent of the 
Love Offering will go to International 
Child Care in the Dominican Republic, 
a health agency that serves people 
with disabilities. And the remaining 10 
percent will go to Volunteers in Mission 
scholarships for first-time participants. 
Karen Thompson, who serves on the 
conference’s Mission Promotion Team, 
introduced the Love Offering Thursday 
morning and explained that her 
committee each year selects recipients 

who serve the least, the lost, and the left 
behind in our world.

Celebrations: Attendees celebrated 
three significant milestones during 
annual conference: the 160th anniversary 
of the Minnesota Annual Conference, 
the 20th anniversary of the order of 
deacons, and the 60th anniversary of full 
clergy rights for women. On Thursday 
afternoon, they also watched a video 
commemorating the granting of full 
clergy rights. 

Legislation on Orlando shooting, 
transparency: On Thursday afternoon 
and after much discussion and several 
alternate proposals, conference members 
approved a resolution in response to 
the recent Pulse nightclub shootings 
in Orlando, Florida. The resolution is a 
commitment to repent for ways that our 
words and United Methodist Church 
positions toward LGBTQ people have 
been used to discriminate, to find timely 
avenues toward resolution, to practice 
humility and gentle conversation with 
those whose convictions differ, and to 
pray for Bishop Ough in his new role 
as president of the Council of Bishops. 
Conference members also approved an 
amended version of a piece of legislation 
that aims to increase transparency 
within the annual conference. Going 
forward, announcements and agendas of 
meetings of elected committees will be 
published in advance on the conference 
website, and meeting minutes and 
handouts will be published on the 
website after they are approved by the 
group; this new policy excludes items 
that are of a sensitive nature and those 
that deal with personnel matters.

Conference preacher: At Thursday 
morning worship, Rev. Mike Dyrdal—
who serves Cross Winds United 
Methodist Church in Maple Grove—
talked about what unites us and gives us 
commonality. “The gift of knowing Jesus 
is that you become family with others 
who know Jesus,” he said. “We are family 
together.” Preaching on Romans 16:1-
16, he said that we can be people who 
disagree with each other. In fact, we’re 
better for it if we are in dialogue and help 
sharpen each other. We are all people 
who love and who are loved by God. “We 
don’t always see eye to eye but we love 

each other because we’re family.” Dyrdal 
concluded by asking attendees to write 
down the phrase “I thank God for my 
memories of you” and to fill in the name 
of a friend or colleague at the end of that 
sentence. “Who has loved and served 
with you for the sake of the gospel?” he 
asked. “Who has made Jesus’ love real for 
you? Who welcomed you when you were 
a newcomer? Who has given resources 
beyond what could be expected?...
God’s dream for us is that we’re sisters 
and brothers, we’re family that Jesus has 
given.”

Open-space conversations: 
Conference attendees spent Tuesday 
afternoon engaged in small-group 
“open-space” conversations to discuss 
social justice issues and explore how 
Minnesota United Methodists can be 
a good gift to the world. They selected 
which topics they wanted to discuss, and 
broad categories included climate care, 
reaching the next generation, renewing 
the church, creating a safe and just world, 
unity in The United Methodist Church, 
and radical hospitality. Participants wrote 
down their big ideas and posted them on 
“sticky walls” in the back of the room. A 
few of the many ideas they wrote down 
included going where young people are 
instead of expecting them to come to 
church, praying for those with whom we 
disagree, trying new things even if they 
don’t always work, engaging in dialogue 
with refugees rather than fearing them, 
having meaningful roles for youth in 
worship, and making LGBTQ people 
feel welcome and fully included in the 
church.

Party in the park: On Tuesday 
evening, attendees gathered at Lake 
George Park, located about a mile from 
the convention center where conference 
is taking place, to celebrate and enjoy 
fellowship. They enjoyed live music from 
Boiling Point band, participated in a fun 
run/walk, packed health kits for refugees 
(as part of this year’s Love Offering for 
Missions), played games—including a 
bean-bag toss, had popcorn and food 
from food trucks, and listened to a brief 
program at which they met the 2016 ELI 
Project interns and blessed those who 
have been confirmed within the past 
year. Kids also had fun in a bounce house 
and at a splash pad at the park.
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Conference celebrates milestones in ministry
By: Christa Meland

“Did you know that the Butterball 
turkey company has a hotline to answer 
questions about cooking turkeys?” 
Bishop Ough asked the congregation 
at the Celebration of Life in Ministry 
worship service Wednesday night. It 
does, he told them, and several years 
ago, a woman called to inquire about 
cooking a turkey that had been in the 
freezer for 23 years. The operator told her 
that it might have been safe it it was kept 
below 0 degrees the whole time—but 
even if it was safe to eat, the flavor had 
probably deteriorated. “Well, that’s what 
we thought,” the woman said. “We’ll just 
give it to our church.”

Stories like this one make us a 
little uneasy because they remind 
us how often what we give to God is 
our leftovers, Ough said. “God wants 
commitment, not compromise…God 
wants surrender, not sorry excuses.”

Hundreds of Minnesota United 
Methodists heard this message while 
gathered to remember friends and 
colleagues who have died over the 
past year, honor retiring clergy (who 
collectively have contributed 409 years 
of service), and celebrate newly licensed 
local pastors as well as those being 
commissioned and ordained. Preaching 
on Matthew 22:15-22, Ough told 
attendees: “To give to God the things 
that are God’s is to give God our lives.” 
God is not concerned with the legalism 
of our denomination or whether we give 
away 10 percent of our paychecks. That’s 
a good start, but it’s just the beginning. 
God wants more than that.

“We give, live, serve and pray because 
an incredibly gracious gift has been 
given to us in Jesus Christ,” Ough said. 
“The roots of living generously are in 
this central truth: We are all stamped 
with God’s image. We bear Christ’s title…
everything we do is in response to what 
God has done for us.”

 He asked those being commissioned 
and ordained: What will you offer God 
as you come to this altar tonight? Whose 
image is stamped on you?

“Come tonight, come to this altar 

remembering whose image you bear,” 
Ough said. “Come and let God unleash all 
the gifts God has given you for kingdom 
work. Come to carry God’s infinite image 
into the world.”

Throughout the course of the worship 
service, these individuals were lifted 
up in remembrance, recognition, and 
celebration:

Those Who Have Died

l  Sharon McClelland (Husband, Rev. 
Robert), 7/11/15

l    Rev. Robert Schwanke (Wife, Mavis), 
9/5/15

l    Martha Karsten (Husband, Rev. Clare), 
9/22/15

l    Mary Isobel Neal (Late husband, Rev. 
Paul), 9/30/15

l    Steven Michael Anderson (Wife, Rev. 
Jennifer), 10/15/15

l   Rev. Clayton A. Oberg (Wife, Mary), 
10/26/15

l   Margaret “Peggy” Jakway (Late 
husband, Rev. John), 10/28/15

l   Anne Marie Dundas (Husband, Rev. 
Charles), 11/6/15

l   Richard “Dick” I. Chapman (Wife, Rev. 
Barbara J. Lindgren), 11/25/15

l   Rev. Monroe Bell (Late wife, Margaret F. 
“Peggy”), 11/26/15

l   Clara White (Late husband, Rev. John), 
12/5/15

l   Rev. Walter R. Grist (Wife, Janeva), 
12/13/15

l   Rev. Ronald C. Hume (Wife, Vida), 
12/18/15

l   John D. Finnegan (Wife, Rev. Karen), 
1/5/16

l   Mary Louise Woodward (Late husband, 
Rev. Donald), 1/30/16

l   Rev. Mary E. Tappe (Late husband, 
Howard), 2/1/16

l   Barbara E. Willford (Late husband, Rev. 
Earl), 2/4/16

l   Rev. Emery L. Wallace (Wife, Dorothy), 
2/23/16

l   Rhoda Mary Grover (Late husband, Rev. 
Eugene), 3/11/16

l   Alice Robinson (Husband, Rev. Rolland), 
3/13/16

l   Virginia Nyberg (Late husband, Rev. 
Warren), 4/25/16

l   Jennie Lee Giere (Late husband, Rev. 
Kenneth), 5/25/16

>Story continues
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The Retirement Class

l  Ingrid Bloom

l  Susan Smith Bryden

l  Robert R. Ford

l  Linda J. Gesling

l  Bryce W. Johnson

l  Brian Marshall

l Arthur F. Miller

l Diane K. Nelson

l Dean Arthur Nosek

l Jeffrey L. Olson

l David M. Price

l Janiece Gail Redman

l Philip L. Strom

l Randy Taber

Licensed Local Pastors

l Amelia Buschena

l Paula Gaboury

l Kris Geer

l Libby Henslin

l Jennifer Johnson

l Kelly Lamon

l Tami Luckhardt

l Linda McCollough

l Keith Mercer

l Judy Miller-Qualley

l Steve Reiser

l Guy Sederski

l Ashley Swoboda

l Cody Swoboda

l Toubee Yang

Completion of the Course of Study for 
Licensed Local Pastor

l Kristi Franken

Those Who Were Commissioned

Commissioned for the work of a deacon

l Christopher David Carr

l MaryAnne Korsch

Commissioned for the work of an elder

l Leah Marie Boyd Challberg    

l Clinton Evans

l Terri Denise Horn

l Katrina Elizabeth Lee

l Kelly Richard McCuaig

l Laura M. Nordstrom

l Jesús Edilberto Purisaca Ruiz

Pastor under appointment of the bishop as 
associate member

l Tsuchue P. Vang

Those Who Were Ordained

Ordained for the work of an elder

l Michelle Elaine Olson

l Marianne Rochelle Ward Ozanne

Bishop Ough accepts challenge to jump in frozen 
lake to raise money for camperships

LYFE campers, through a video shown at annual conference, 
challenged Bishop Ough to jump in frozen Lake Koronis next winter to 
help raise money for camp scholarships, which are available each year to 
families that don’t have funds to send their kids to camp. Five Minnesota 
United Methodist churches collectively raised more than $16,000 earlier 
this year to send their own kids to Camp Minnesota this summer—and 
in February, leaders of those churches plunged into frigid Lake Koronis 
to show their appreciation to members of their congregations who 
donated funds. More churches are encouraged to participate in next 
year’s effort, called “Camp Chill.” Bishop Ough is taking pledges for his 
polar plunge and hopes to exceed the $3,000 that Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church raised last year. Do you want to see the bishop 
jump into a frozen lake? Pledges can be sent to Minnesota Conference 
UMC, 122 W. Franklin Ave., Suite 400, Minneapolis, MN 55404. Put 
“Bishop Ough—Camp Chill” in the memo line.
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By: Christa Meland

Minnesota United Methodists are 
good at healing a broken world. Give us 
a missional goal, and we exceed it like 
we did with Imagine No Malaria and the 
meals we packed for hungry children 
through our “Million Meals Marathon.” 
But ask us to reach new people, and we 
hope someone else will do it. Even the 
word “evangelism” makes many of us 
uncomfortable.

Yet, evangelism and reaching new 
people have been identified as vital 
elements to the future growth of our 
churches, our conference, and our 
denomination, conference Co-Lay Leader 
Bob Kutter said at the 2016 Laity Session.

Blessing others through evangelism

Conference Co-Lay Leader Janet Beard 
pointed out that one of the dictionary 
definitions of “evangelist” is “an 
enthusiastic advocate.” She said she and 
her husband recently bought a camper 
and they are enthusiastic about camping. 
Kutter, meanwhile, is so enthusiastic 
about gardening and providing healthy 
food choices that he started a farmer’s 
market in his small community. Surely 
everyone has something they are 
enthusiastic about. The challenge is to be 
outwardly enthusiastic about our faith as 
well—and what that takes is preparation 
and practice, Beard said.

Laity Session: Telling our stories,  
reaching new people

The first step is to put words to 
our faith. Referencing advice from 
author, Rev. Bob Farr, Kutter suggested 
beginning by answering these questions: 
Why God? Why church? Why this church? 
Other questions that can help us put 
words to our faith: Where have I seen the 
Holy Spirit at work in my life? How is God 
working in the lives of those around me?

“We may know the answers to all of 
these questions in our hearts, which 
blesses us,” said Kutter. “When we share 
the answers out loud, however, we bless 
others.”

And sharing our stories is a critical 
first step in helping new people come 
to know Christ. Three church planters 
from the conference talked about their 
experiences in reaching new people and 
gave their advice for how lay people can 
be part of the process—especially when 
it comes to connecting with Millennials.

Connecting with younger 
generations

Josh Meyers, who is planting North 
Summit Church in Moundsview, pointed 
out that 80 percent of Millennials 
between the ages of 18 and 25 are 
not attending church. He shared four 
suggestions for ways to connect with 
and support them: Help them discover 
their purpose, allow them to use their 
ideas (and the church building), be kind 

when they fail, and start a community of 
discipleship for them. “If you take us on 
and teach us and mold us, we’re going to 
be grateful for that,” Meyers said.

Rev. Whitney Sheridan is associate 
pastor at Centennial UMC in Roseville, 
which is merging with nearby St. 
Anthony Park UMC and starting a second 
campus there. Although the new campus 
won’t launch until the fall, a launch team 
has been hosting and participating in 
community events—like movies in a 
nearby park—and meeting people in 
the area, which includes a lot of young 
families.

“As you are making connections with 
Millennials, listen to them and love them 
and give them leadership opportunities,” 
Sheridan said. “How is your life different 
because you have heard the good news 
of Jesus Christ? Are we living into that 
passion and enthusiasm in everything we 
do? If you guys are on fire for Jesus, if you 
are so in love with God that it’s pouring 
out of you…people are going to catch 
on; they’re going to notice.”

Rev. Tyler Sit, who’s planting New City 
Church in Minneapolis, which is focused 
on environmental justice, said one of the 
challenges to connecting the generations 
is ageism on the part of both young 
people and older people. There’s a place 
in the church for every person of every 
age—young and old.

“No one is disposable in the kingdom 
of God,” he said. “God is not wasteful. God 
is faithful…God has already set within 
your life all the things you need to be 
able to reach the world for Jesus Christ. 
Let your life speak.”

Do we believe that church is 
important? Do we believe that faith 
provides meaningful answers to the 
questions of life? Do we believe Christ 
calls us as disciples to “go”? Beard asked 
laity.

“If we believe these things, we need to 
start talking about them!” she said. “And 
as we go to out to tell our stories, nothing 
should keep us from seeing others as 
God’s children. Nothing should stand in 
the way of our living fully into who God 
has called us to be. Nothing should hold 
us back from sharing the best of our lives 
with those we love and then those we 
don’t know. Nothing should keep us from 
sharing our stories of faith.”
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Conference approves budget above ceiling 
to preserve congregational grants
By: Christa Meland

Members of the 2016 Annual 
Conference Session voted Thursday to 
approve a 2017 apportioned budget 
totaling $6,106,460. That’s roughly 
$14,300 less than the 2016 apportioned 
budget but $109,549 above the budget 
“ceiling,” the maximum allowed under 
conference standing rules. Members 
approved going $109,549 above the 
ceiling in order to continue to provide 
grants to churches for new ministries and 
during appointment transitions.  

With an “uncollectible contingency” 
of $725,000, the total amount to be 
apportioned in 2017 is $6,831,460. 
The uncollectible contingency 
accommodates anticipated shortfalls 
in some churches’ apportionment 
payments.

Apportionments are the share each 
annual conference or local church 
pays to support international, national, 
and local missions. Some of the funds 
remitted by Minnesota congregations 
stay within the state and help fund 
various Minnesota Conference programs 
and mission efforts, and about a quarter 
of the funds remitted by local churches 
go to the global United Methodist 
Church. Apportionments also pay for the 
internal support system that allows for 
100 percent of “second-mile” giving (to 
Imagine No Malaria and other Advance 
Specials) to go to the intended mission 
or ministry.

Before approving the 2017 budget, 
members agreed (by a vote of more than 
two-thirds) to suspend the conference 
“ceiling” rule, which uses a formula to 
limit the growth of the budget from one 
year to the next. Under that rule, the 
2017 apportioned budget required a 2 
percent decrease from 2016, meaning 
the maximum allowable apportioned 
budget was $5,996,911.

But the Common Table, which 
comprises leaders of all ministry teams, 
recommended the larger budget so that 
the conference can continue to provide 
Investing in Congregations grants at the 

same funding level as in other recent 
years. The apportioned budget has 
historically included $250,000 for such 
grants, and the bigger budget keeps it 
the same in 2017.

Of that $250,000, $50,000 is used 
for three-year bridge grants that 
accommodate health insurance or 
salary differences between outgoing 
and incoming clergy—and on average, 
eight churches receive such funding in 
any given year. The remaining $200,000 
is used for Investing in Congregations 
grants, which range from $100 to 
more than $20,000 and are distributed 
annually to churches for new ministries, 
worship services, programs, and staff 
positions.

Rev. Amy Jo Bur, who serves St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church in Mendota 
Heights and chairs the Investing in 
Congregations grant team, was one of 
several people who spoke in favor of the 
Common Table-recommended budget.

“The reason that I chair this team 
with joy is because I am inspired by the 
amazing grant applications which we 
receive from congregations, big and 
small and all over our annual conference, 
and by the new and exciting work that 

they are doing,” said Bur, who pointed 
out that requests received over the past 
year totaled more than twice than the 
amount available.

Rev. Jo Anne Taylor, who serves First 
United Methodist Church in New Ulm, 
said her church received an Investing 
in Congregations grant that went to 
providing staff support for NUMAS 
House, a homeless shelter that will 
provide emergency housing to displaced 
single-mother families in Brown County. 
“It was a God-sized vision that is just 
about to become a God-sized reality,” she 
said while urging conference members 
to approve the higher budget. “And in 
the process, we have moved from being 
a congregation that operated out of a 
mindset of scarcity…into the mindset 
of a congregation that seeks abundance 
and offers abundance to our community.”

The 2017 approved budget is still 
$920,580 less than the 2007 budget—the 
conference’s historical high point. The 
Council on Finance and Administration 
is required to comply with the ceiling 
rule and recommended an apportioned 
budget totaling $5,996,911. But after 

>Story continues
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that recommendation was presented, 
conference co-Lay Leader Bob Kutter 
made a motion on behalf of the 
Common Table to suspend the ceiling in 
order to approve the larger budget, and 
members vote to approve that motion.

Conference members also voted 
to change the budget ceiling rule to 
stipulate that the apportioned budget 
may be increased by no more than 3 
percent over the previous year’s budget, 
based on a recommendation from the 
Common Table, the Council on Finance 
and Administration, and the Board 
of Pension and Health Benefits. The 
previous rule stipulated that the budget 
could be annually increased by no more 
than the three-year average of the 
annual increase in funds received in the 
local churches.

The apportioned budget is organized 

The areas of the budget, and the 2017 apportioned amount budgeted for each, 
are:

• Developing missional leaders: $1,051,277

• Equipping missional congregations: $799,153

• Extending missional impact: $1,926,779

• Generating missional resources: $269,584

• Aligning our work: Leadership of the annual conference: $922,299

• Aligning our work: Support of the annual conference: $1,137,368

•  Uncollectible contingency (under direction of the Council of Finance and 
Administration): $725,000

around four key areas outlined in our 
Journey Toward Vitality: developing 
missional leaders, equipping missional 
congregations, extending missional 
impact, and generating missional 
resources. The Journey Toward Vitality is 

a roadmap that outlines the conference’s 
vision and the strategic pathways 
that will get us there. This roadmap is 
guiding us in our efforts to increase 
congregational vitality.

Individuals, churches recognized with awards
By: Christa Meland

Three individuals and two churches 
were recognized for the ways they have 
made a difference in their communities. 
Here’s a look at each of the recipients and 
their contributions:

Denman Evangelism Award, Clergy: 
Rev. Brenda North, Detroit Lakes 
United Methodist Church

Three years ago, Rev. Brenda North led 
Detroit Lakes United Methodist Church 
through the Health Church Initiative—
an intensive revitalization process. One 
of the ministries that arose out of that 
process was adding a new Wednesday 
evening worship service, meal, and small 
group time for all ages. Participation in 
Wednesday evening activities has grown, 
and more than 100 people now attend 
each week. This has brought new energy 
and life to a congregation that was 
previously struggling to engage children 
and families in meaningful ways. North 
has a winsome personality, is personally 
connected to the people in her 
congregation, and has created a “can-do” 
spirit within the congregation. She has 
a deep desire for people to experience 
the grace-filled love of Jesus, and she 
shares her time and ministry to lead the 

church in being a missionary force for the 
community. Detroit Lakes UMC is now 
the largest worshipping congregation 
in the North Star District and has shown 
consistent growth over the past three 
years in reaching new people.

Denman Evangelism Award, Laity: 
Don Putzier, Hilltop United Methodist 
Church (Mankato)

Don Putzier has been a champion 
and an important part of the ministry of 
the Walk to Emmaus ever since he was 
a participant many years ago. The Walk 
to Emmaus is an experience of Christian 

spiritual renewal and formation that 
begins with a three-day short course in 
Christianity and provides an opportunity 
to meet Christ in a new way as God’s 
grace and love is revealed through 
other believers. Following the three-day 
experience, participants are joined in 
small groups to support each other in 
their ongoing walk with Christ. Putzier 
knows firsthand the incredible impact 
that the walk has in leading laity into 
a deeper relationship with Christ and 
empowering them for service in the local 
church. He pays close attention to who 
at his own church might be ready for a 
walk and assists in finding participants 
sponsors to support them on their 
journey. Putzier is unassuming, full of 
humility, and has a quiet discipline. His 
modest leadership has been part of the 
glue that has impacted not countless 
lives, but very countable lives.

Francis Asbury Higher Education 
Award: Rev. Laurie Boche, Hope United 
Methodist Church (Duluth)

Rev. Laurie Boche’s congregation, 
Hope United Methodist Church in 
Duluth, is located right across the street 
from the campus of the University of 

>Story continues
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Minnesota—Duluth. She has worked 
with her congregation to intentionally 
consider ministry possibilities for 
college-age students, and the church 
in response has provided study space 
and encouraged students to participate 
in the church’s music program. The 
church is the host site for United Campus 
Ministry, one of two mainline Protestant 
campus ministries on the campus; it 
hosts a weekly campus ministry dollar 
dinner for college students; and it 
provides space for the campus ministry 
garage sale, where everything is 50 cents. 
Boche is a key member of the United 
Campus Ministry board, and under 
her guidance, the ministry has taken 
leadership of the community’s annual 
CROP Walk to support Church World 
Service and hunger ministries in the 
Duluth area.

Rural Church Award: Peace United 
Methodist Church, Plainview

Peace United Methodist Church in 
Plainview was asking the question “What 
are we known for in our community?” 
and members were unsure they 
were known for anything, so they 
set about changing that. Being in an 
agricultural community and with a 

deep commitment to be earth keepers, 
they decided to create Peace Gardens, 
which they call “a living prayer in action.” 
Begun as a project of the youth, but now 
involving the whole congregation, six six-
foot by six-foot raised beds in the shape 
of the cross were built and planted with 
vegetables. The harvest was shared with 
the congregation, shut-ins, community 
members, and the area food shelf. The 
designated space on the church grounds 
encourages prayer and meditation as 
well as healthy eating habits. It has 
formed the congregation spiritually and 
practically as members have learned 
how to garden and to be in ministry 
together, and it has not stopped there. 
This summer, the gardens are being 
expanded for community gardening 
plots and a prayer garden with a walking 
path for people to follow as they pray. 
This unique ministry is a creative way 
that Peace UMC is fulfilling the gospel 
imperatives of growing in love of God 
and neighbor, reaching new people, and 
healing a broken world.

One Matters Award: First United 
Methodist Church, Lindstrom

First United Methodist Church has 
become very visible in its community 

through its ministries and programs. 
For example, the church began a local 
chapter of A Brush With Kindness, a 
ministry under the umbrella of Habitat 
For Humanity; through it, many people 
from the church repair homes in the 
Chisago Lakes area. This ministry has 
expanded to include other churches in 
the county as well. Additionally, every 
June, First UMC hosts a praise and family 
fest where local praise bands share 
music on an outdoor stage throughout 
the day, churches in the area can share 
what’s happening in their congregations, 
and a free meal is provided to the 
community; last year, more than 700 
people attended. The church also began 
an after-school program for middle-
schoolers called Club Rock that meets 
on Fridays. Shortly before Christmas, 200 
to 300 children show up to purchase 
new or slightly used Christmas gifts for 
parents and grandparents; these gifts, 
given by people from the church, only 
cost the kids $1. Then there’s the church’s 
annual live nativity, which brings more 
than 500 people to witness Christ’s birth. 
This church, though small in numbers, is 
reaching new people and sharing God’s 
love in many tangible ways.


