


EIGHT CHARACTERISTICS
OF LIFE AND FAITH

FOR UNITED METHODIST CHRISTIANS IN MINNESOTA

by Bishop Sally Dyck, Minnesota Area of The United Methodist Church
43 CHRisTIANS in the United Methodist Church, who do we want

to be? We come from many different experiences even in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Some of us are originally from other denomina-
tions and some of us are new to the church. We need a vision of what
we want to be as United Methodists in Minnesota.

Here is our vision, described in eight characteristics for United Method-
ist Christians in Minnesota.

1. A personal, passionate faith

Holy, healthy habits

Gifts, a calling, and generosity
Church as a community of disciples
An evangelistic heart

Healthy personal relationships
Lifelong learner

Love for all God’s people
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These eight characteristics are adapted from the eight characteristics
that the annual conference’s district committees and Board of Ordained
Ministry use for assessing clergy leadership. We need clergy leaders to
exemplify these characteristics because we want them to lead, inspire,
and empower laity who are “moving on to perfection” in each of these
characteristics. We want all United Methodist Christians—Ilaity and
clergy—to demonstrate, exemplify, and live out all of these characteris-
tics of life and faith. These characteristics can be the basis for reflection
and conversation in small groups about how to live a Christian life
today.

The Minnesota Annual Conference has two Gospel Imperatives: reach

new people and cultivate spiritual vitality. They are based on the Great

Commandments and the Great Commission: to love the Lord our

God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and our neighbor as

ourselves (the two Great Commandments) and to make disciples of

Jesus Christ (the Great Commission). These Gospel Imperatives are our
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simple way of reminding us all how to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and
how to invite, shape, and send others as disciples out into the world to
make a difference.

(S)

Tr1s REFLECTION on the Eight Characteristics of United Methodist
Christians in Minnesota is meant to help individuals take responsibility
for one’s own faith. People ask how their churches can be more vital.
The answer is that unless we have spiritually vital Christians, it is impos-
sible to have spiritually vital churches! Likewise, how can we reach new
people with the gospel if we're not all sharing our faith with others?

This self-assessment survey is a snapshot of where you are in your faith
and life right now. None of us is an “uber-Christian,” but from day

to day we are all seeking to grow more Christlike. The purpose of this
guide is to help you engage in conversation with others, set some goals,
and help each other keep them as you grow in faith.



EIGHT CHARACTERISTICS SURVEY

Please read and rate yourself as honestly as you can for each sentence.
Using whole numbers only, rate yourself from 1 to 5.

1

(U, BTSNV ()

Not at all

A little

Somewhat—about half and half

Mostly

All the time

1. Isee God’s presence all around me.

2. I practice spiritual disciplines, such as solitude, prayer,
study, fasting, and corporate worship.

3. I believe that I am called by God to make a difference in
the world.

4. 1 participate in Bible study, prayer, or other spiritual
growth groups at my church to help me grow as a disciple.

5. I'm excited about the kind of relationship I have with God.

6. I seek to forgive and work toward reconciliation with oth-
ers.

7. lam curious to learn more about the Christian faith and
how to live it; it’s exciting!

8. Ilove to travel the world, even if it’s only from my easy
chair, and am curious about others.

9. I can tell my story of faith.

10. I make time for physical, mental, and spiritual exercise.

11. I know what my spiritual gifts are and I'm using them in
my everyday life.

. My faith is a way of living, not just a system of beliefs.

. I find people fascinating and love to talk to new people and

find out who they are and what their stories are.

. I try to consider the common good of all when making de-

cisions at church, work, home, or in the community rather
than just my preference or personal need.
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16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

21.
22.
23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

. I love to teach others what I'm learning in my faith as I
study and grow.

I love to learn about how the Christian faith is lived in dif-
ferent places by different people.

My faith is central to who I am.

I take classes or workshops on prayer, Bible study, or other
spiritual disciplines that cultivate my spiritual vitality.

It’s important to me to be as generous with others as I can.

My church challenges and supports me in the way that I
live my Christian life.

I share my faith with others.
I’'m usually the first one to try to make amends with others.

I like to know what others believe and why, even if they’re
not Christian.

I value being connected to the United Methodist denomi-
nation that exists in mission throughout the world.

I have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ

I intentionally care for my physical body as a way of hon-
oring God.

I have a hands-on way to serve others through my spiritual

gifts.
I believe that church goes with me everywhere I go.
I like to make people feel welcome at our church.

[ listen to others” point of view and accept that they may
see things differently.

I stop in my tracks, go out of my way, and stand in awe
when I see a wonder of God’s creation because it makes me
feel God’s presence.

I regularly raise national and global concerns for prayer in
my church and pray daily for them; it makes me feel con-
nected to others.

My faith brings me love, joy, and peace.
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

SCORE

® N N

What is your highest score?

What is its

What is your lowest score?

What is its

. I live by Wesley’s three simple rules: do no harm, do good,
and stay in love with God.

It’s important to me that I help mentor others through
teaching, example, faith sharing, and encouragement to
serve.

I am deeply involved in a Christian community that is
important to me.

I love it that our church reaches out to people beyond our
walls.

I don’t judge people who look, act, or even think and be-
lieve differently from me.

I'm always asking questions and wanting to learn more
about almost anything.

[ am committed to eliminating poverty in our state and the
world.

I have been brutally honest in my answers.

(S)

SHEET

Add the scores from questions 1, 9, 17, 25, and 33

Add the scores from questions 2, 10, 18, 26, and 34
Add the scores from questions 3, 11, 19, 27, and 35
Add the scores from questions 4, 12, 20, 28, and 36
Add the scores from questions 5, 13, 21, 29, and 37
Add the scores from questions 6, 14, 22, 30, and 38
Add the scores from questions 7, 15, 23, 31, and 39
Add the scores from questions 8, 16, 24, 32, and 40

corresponding characteristic?

corresponding characteristic?



EIGHT CHARACTERISTICS
OF LIFE AND FAITH

1. A PERSONAL, PASSIONATE FAITH

A working definition: Deeply loves God, expresses a vibrant spiritual-
ity and lives a holy, healthy, grace-filled life that is evidenced by an abil-
ity to articulate the difference Jesus Christ makes in one’s life.

How would you describe a personal, passionate faith?

e What does this scripture say to you about a personal, passionate faith?

e What does 7he Book of Discipline say about personal, passionate faith?

¢  Whom do you know who has what you would call a personal, pas-
sionate faith?

e What keeps you from having a personal, passionate faith?

e  What do you need in order to have a personal, passionate faith?

Read Colossians 3:1-3 (MSG)

“So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with
Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don't
shuflle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right

in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around
Christ—that’s where the action is. See things from /is perspective.
Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real/ life—even
though invisible to spectators—is with Christ in God. He is your
life.”

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“We hold that the wonder of God’s acceptance and pardon does not
end God’s saving work, which continues to nurture our growth in
grace. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to in-
crease in the knowledge and love of God and in love for our neighbor.
... This gracious gift of God’s power and love, the hope and expecta-
tion of the faithful, is neither warranted by our efforts nor limited by
our frailties.” (101)

Ways to grow in personal, passionate faith:

Following Jesus: Steps to a Passionate Faith, by Carolyn Slaughter. Abingdon
Press, 2008.

Practicing Passion: Youth and the Quest for a Passionate Church, by Kenda Creasy
Dean. Eerdmans, 2004.

Companions in Christ: A Small-Group Experience in Spiritual Formation, Upper
Room Books, 2001.



As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(S)

2. HOLY, HEALTHY HABITS

A working definition: Sustains one’s own spiritual vitality in life and
service by having an individual plan for regular spiritual growth, includ-
ing Bible study and prayer, and keeping the three simple rules (do no
harm, do good, and stay in love with God); practices good self-care in
body, mind, and spirit.

How would you define holy, healthy habits?

e What do these scriptures say about holy, healthy habits?

e What does 7he Book of Discipline say about holy, healthy habits?

e What do you think are holy, healthy habits (of body, mind, and
spirit)?

e What role do holy, healthy habits play in cultivating our own spiritual
vitality?

e What holy, healthy habits of body, mind, and spirit do you intention-
ally keep now?

e What holy, healthy habits do you want to keep? How could you keep
them?

Read Matthew 7:24-27 (MSG)

“These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your

life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are
foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words
into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on
solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but
nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock. But if you just use
my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, you are



like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When
a storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of
cards.”

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-2, 4-5a, 7 (MSG)

“One final word, friends. We ask you—urge is more like it—that you
keep on doing what we told you to do to please God, not in a dogged
religious plod, but in a living, spirited dance. You know the guide-
lines we laid out for you from the Master Jesus. God wants you to
live a pure life . . . learn to appreciate and give dignity to your body,
not abusing it, as is so common among those who know nothing of
God. . . . God hasn’t invited us into a disorderly, unkempt life but
into something holy and beautiful—as beautiful on the inside as the
outside.”

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“Faithful membership in the local church is essential for personal
growth and for developing a deeper commitment to the will and
grace of God. As members involve themselves in private and public
prayer, worship, the sacraments, study, Christian action, systematic
giving, and holy discipline, they grow in their appreciation of Christ,
understanding of God at work in history and the natural order, and
an understanding of themselves.” (§218)

Ways to grow in holy, healthy habits:

Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living, by Reuben P. Job. Abingdon
Press, 2007.

Three Simple Rules DVD: A Conversation with Reuben P Job, Abingdon Press,
2008 (five sessions).

Paths to Prayer: Finding Your Own Way to the Presence of God, by Patricia D.
Brown. Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2003.

Finding Our Way Again: The Return of the Ancient Practices, by Brian McLaren.
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2008.

The Upper Room Disciplines, Upper Room Publishers, 2009.

Momentum for Life: Biblical Practices for Sustaining Physical Health, Personal
Integrity and Strategic Focus, by Michael Slaughter. Abingdon Press, 2008

As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:




As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(Y]

3. GIFTS, A CALLING, AND GENEROSITY

A working definition: Has a clear sense of purpose in life; seeks to live
as a principled Christian in the church and world; uses one’s gifts to
build up the body of Christ and make the world a better place; shares

one’s knowledge, experience, and resources with others to share the

faith.

How would you define gifts, a calling, and what it means to be
generous?

What does this scripture say about being gifted, called, and generous?
What does 7he Book of Discipline say about being gifted, called, and
generous?

What does it mean to be gifted, called, and generous?

What layperson do you know that exemplifies being gifted, called,
and generous?

What are your spiritual gifts and how are you using them in the
church and in the course of your daily life?

How are you helping others develop their spiritual gifts?

What difference do you want to make in the world?

How can you be more generous with your resources?

Read Romans 12:4-8 (MSG)

“In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part
gets its meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around.
The body we're talking about is Christ’s body of chosen people. Each
of us finds our meaning and function as as part of his body. But as

a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much,
would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excel-
lently formed and marvelously functioning parts of Christ’s body, let’s
just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or
pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be some-
thing we aren’t. If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing
else; if you help, just help, don’t take over; if you teach, stick to your
teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don’t



get bossy; if you're put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you're called

to give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes open and be quick to
respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let yourself get
irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face.”

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“All members of Christ’s universal church are called to share in the
ministry which is committed to the whole church of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, each member of The United Methodist Church is to be a
servant of Christ on mission in the local and worldwide community.
'This servanthood is performed in family life, daily work, recreation
and social activities, responsible citizenship, the stewardship of prop-
erty and accumulated resources, the issues of corporate life, and all
attitudes toward other persons.” (§220)

Ways to grow in gifts, calling, and generosity:

Serving from the Heart: Finding Your Gifts and Talents for Service, by Carol Cart-
mil and Yvonne Gentile. Abingdon, 2002.

Serving from the Heart for Youth: Finding Your Gifts and Talents, by Carol Cart-
mil, Yvonne Gentile, and Anne Broyles. Abingdon, 2002.

Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity, by Adam Hamilton.
Abingdon, 2009.

Upside Living in a Downside Economy, by Michael Slaughter. Abingdon, 2009.

As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(S)

4. CHURCH AS A COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES

A working definition: Looks to the faith community as a place where
one discovers what a disciple is; finds and works a plan for growing in
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discipleship; and is equipped to live as a disciple in one’s everyday life
and in the world.

What is your vision of a church?

e What does this scripture say about the church as a community of
disciples?

e What does 7he Book of Discipline say about the church as a commu-
nity of disciples and its purpose for disciple-making?

e What is the difference between the church as a community of dis-
ciples versus a membership?

e Does your church to help you discover what a disciple is and to be
shaped as a disciple?

¢ How do you help equip, mentor, train, or disciple others of any age?

e What would help you live as a disciple in your everyday life and
world?

Read Acts 2:43—47 (MSG)

“Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were be-
ing done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added

to their number those who were being saved.”

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. Local churches provide the most
significant arena through which disciple-making occurs. (§120)

“We make disciples as we:

“—proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome and gather persons into the

body of Christ;

“—lead persons to commit their lives to God through baptism by
water and the spirit and profession of faith in Jesus Christ;

“—nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacra-
ments, spiritual disciplines, and other means of grace, such as Wesley’s
Christian conferencing;

“—send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants
of Christ by healing the sick, feeding the hungry, caring for the
stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and becoming a compassionate,
caring presence, and working to develop social structures that are con-
sistent with the gospel; and
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“—continue the mission of seeking, welcoming and gathering persons
into the community of the body of Christ.” (§122)

Ways to grow in a vision of church as a community of disciples:

Called to Be Church: The Best of Acts for a New Day, by Anthony B. Robinson
and Robert W. Wall. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2006.

It Takes a Church to Raise a Christian: How the Community of God Transforms
Lives, by Tod E. Bolsinger. Brazos Press, 2004.

Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborbood Church Is Transforming the
Faith, by Diana Butler Bass. HarperSanFrancisco, 2006.

As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(Y]

5. AN EVANGELISTIC HEART

A working definition: Loves people and passionately desires to see lives
transformed through a relationship with Jesus Christ by sharing one’s
faith with others; desires that one’s congregation be reaching the least,
lost, and left out.

Do you have an evangelistic heart?

What does this scripture have to say about an evangelistic heart?
What does 7he Book of Discipline say about having an evangelistic
heart?

How would you describe an evangelistic heart?

Whom do you know that best exemplifies an evangelistic heart?
Do you have an evangelistic heart? Why or why not?

Whom do you love enough to share your faith with?

How is your church a place that reaches the least, lost, and left out?

12



Read Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5-10 (MSG)

“Then Jesus made a circuit of all the towns and villages. He taught
in their meeting places, reported kingdom news, and healed their
diseased bodies, healed their bruised and hurt lives. When he looked
out over the crowds, his heart broke. So confused and aimless they
were, like sheep with no shepherd. “What a huge harvest!” he said to
his disciples. ‘How few workers! On your knees and pray for harvest
hands!” The prayer was no sooner prayed than it was answered. . . .
Jesus sent his twelve harvest hands out with this charge: ‘Don’t begin
by traveling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don’t
try to be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost,
confused people right here in the neighborhood. Tell them that the
kingdom is here. Bring health to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the
untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been treated generous-
ly, so live generously. Don't think you have to put on a fund-raising
campaign before you start. You don’t need a lot of equipment. You are
the equipment, and all you need to keep that going is three meals a
day. Travel light.””

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

In 7he Book of Discipline, 2008, “witness” was added to the vows of
membership: “to faithfully participate in (the church’s) ministries by
their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness.”

(4217.6)

“Every layperson is called to carry out the Great Commission (Mat-
thew 28:18-20); every layperson is called to be missional. The witness
of the laity, their Christ-like examples of everyday living as well as the
sharing of their faith experiences of the Gospel, is the primary evange-
listic ministry through which all people will come to know Christ and
The United Methodist church will fulfill its mission.” (4126)

“The people of God, who are the church made visible in the world,
must convince the world of the reality of the gospel or leave it uncon-
vinced. There can be no evasion or delegation of this responsibility;
the church is either faithful as a witnessing and serving community,
or it loses its vitality and its impact on an unbelieving world.” (€129)

Ways to grow an evangelistic heart:

The Mystic Way of Evangelism: A Contemplative Vision for Christian Outreach, by
Elaine A. Heath. Baker Books, 2008.

Testimony: Talking Ourselves Into Being Christian, by Thomas G. Long. Jossey-
Bass, 2004.

Can We Talk? Sharing Your Faith in a Pre-Christian World, by Robert G. Tuttle
Jr. Abingdon Press, 1999.
13



The Race to Reach Out: Connecting Newcomers to Christ in a New Century, by
Douglas T. Anderson and Michael J. Coyner. Abingdon Press, 2004.

The Celtic Way of Evangelism: How Christianity Can Reach the West . . . Again,
by George G. Hunter III. Abingdon Press, 2000.

Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism, by Martha Grace Reese. Chalice
Press, 2006.

As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(YD)

6. HEALTHY PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

A working definition: Demonstrates the ability to forgive and works
at being gracious toward everyone, from the driver in the next car to
one’s closest relationships to the people at church; doesn’t insist on one’s
own way but seeks the common good for family, church, community,
etc.; able to negotiate conflict; exemplifies authenticity and can laugh at
oneself and smile at one’s neighbor.

Do you have healthy personal relationships?

e What do these scriptures say about healthy relationships in life and at
church?

e What does 7he Book of Discipline say about healthy relationships in
life and church?

e What constitutes healthy relationships in life?

e What constitutes healthy relationships at church?

e How does your faith help you find encouragement, direction, and
support to have healthy relationships?

e Where or with whom do you need to work at healthy relationships?

14



Read Matthew 5:44—45a, 46-48 (MSG)

“I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in
you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond
with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true
selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. . . . If all you
do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If
you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal?
Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that. In a world, what 'm saying is,
Grow up. You're kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your
God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others,
the way God lives toward you.”

Read Romans 14:11F., 10-11 (MSG)

“Welcome with open arms fellow believers who don’t see things the
way you do. And don’t jump all over them every time they do or say
something you don't agree with—even when it seems that they are
strong on opinions but weak in the faith department. Remember,
they have their own history to deal with. Treat them gently . . . so
where does that leave you when you criticize a brother? And where
does that leave you when you condescend to a sister? I'd say it leaves
you looking pretty silly—or worse. Eventually, we're all going to end
up kneeling side by side in the place of judgment, facing God. Your
critical and condescending ways aren’t going to improve your position
there one bit.”

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“Faithful discipleship includes the obligation to participate in the
corporate life of the congregation with fellow members of the body
of Christ. A member is bound in sacred covenant to shoulder the
burdens, share the risks, and celebrate the joys of fellow members. A
Christian is called to speak the truth in love, always ready to confront
conflict in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation.” (4219)

Ways to grow in healthy personal relationships:

Companions in Christ: The Way of Forgiveness, by Marjorie ]. Thompson. Upper

Room Books, 2002.

Embodying Forgiveness: A Theological Analysis, by L. Gregory Jones. Eerdmans,

1995.

The Peacemakers: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict, by Ken Sande.

Baker Books, 1997.
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As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(S)

7. LIFELONG LEARNER

A working definition: Secks to be a lifelong learner of the way of
Christ; has a sense of wonder, awe, and curiosity about faith, life, and
the world that keeps one always wanting to learn more; willing to teach
as one learns; open to others’ views even as one claims one’s own.

Are you a lifelong learner?

e What does this scripture say about being a lifelong learner of the
faith?

e What does 7he Book of Discipline say about being a lifelong learner of

the faith?

How would you describe a lifelong learner?

Do you consider yourself to be a lifelong learner of the faith?

If you could learn or study anything, what would it be?

What interest(s) do you like to share, talk about, or teach others?

From whom have you learned the most recently?

Read Luke 11:33-36 (MSG)

“If you live wide-eyed in wonder and belief, your body fills up with
light. If you live squinty-eyed in greed and distrust, your body is a
dank cellar. Keep your eyes open, your lamp burning, so you don’t get
musty and murky. Keep your life as well-lighted as your best-lighted

»
room.

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“Though we experience the wonder of God’s grace at work with us
and among us, and though we know the joy of the present signs of
God’s kingdom, each new step makes us more aware of the ultimate



mystery of God, from which arises a heart of wonder and an attitude
of humility. . . . In this spirit we take up our theological task. We en-
deavor through the power of the Holy Spirit to understand the love of
God given in Jesus Christ. We seek to spread this love abroad. As we
see more clearly who we have been, as we understand more fully the
needs of the world, as we draw more effectively upon our theological
heritage, we will become better equipped to fulfill our calling as the
people of God.” (9104, pp. 85-86, “Our Theological Task”)

Ways to grow in lifelong learning:

Find one way each day to learn something new through reading, a conversa-
tion, or through media.

As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

(YD)

8. LOVE FOR ALL GOD’S PEOPLE

A working definition: Embraces the people of the world in addition to
one’s local community as a part of what it means to be a disciple in ser-
vice to and love for others; finds ways to be in mission locally and glob-
ally; appreciates the diversity of human life and Christian expression;
engages in working toward God’s shalom for all people near and far.

Do you love all God’s people?

What do these scripture say about loving all God’s people?

What does 7he Book of Discipline say about loving all God’s people?
What do you think it means to love all God’s people?

Who demonstrates to you someone who loves all God’s people?

How can you be more involved in mission to God’s world (locally or
afar)?
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e What are mercy and justice and how are they different from each
other? With which are you more inclined to be involved?

Read Proverbs 11:24 (MSG)

“The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the
stingy gets smaller and smaller.”

Read Isaiah 58:6-8 (MSG)

“This is the kind of fast day I'm after: to break the chains of injustice,
get rid of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, cancel
debts. What I'm interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food
with the hungry, inviting the homeless poor into your homes, putting
clothes on the shivering ill-clad, being available to your own families.
Do this and the lights will turn on, and your lives will turn around at
once. Your righteousness will pave your way.”

Read Luke 4:16 a, b, 18-19 (NRSV)

“When [Jesus] came to Nazareth . . . he stood up to read: “The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.””

Read Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

«

.. [W1hat does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

From The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008:

“The Church seeks to fulfill its global mission through Spirit-given
servant ministries of all Christians, both lay and clergy. Faithfulness
and effectiveness demands that all ministries in the Church be shaped
by the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ.” (§123)

“As servants of Christ we are sent into the world to engage in the
struggle for justice and reconciliation. We seek to reveal the love of
God for men, women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and
national backgrounds and to demonstrate the healing power of the
gospel with those who suffer.” (§124)

Ways to grow in love for all God’s people:

God's Politics: Why the Right Got It Wrong and the Left Doesn’t Get It, by Jim
Wallis. HarperSanFrancisco, 2005.

Rich Christians in An Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity, by
Ronald J. Sider. W Publishing Group, 1997.

Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises and A Revolution of Hope, by Brian
McLaren. Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2007.



Seeing Gray in A World of Black and White, by Adam Hamilton. Abingdon,
2008.

Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion, by Sara Miles. Ballantine Books, 2007.
Pray for God’s people through this listing of needs around the world each

week: www.worldinprayer.org or www.oikoumene.org (click "view the
prayers" on the right side).

As an individual, in order to grow in this characteristic, I plan to
take this action by the given date:

As a small group, in order to grow in this characteristic, we plan to
take this action by the given date:

MSG=The Message translation of the Bible, by Eugene Peterson. Copyright
© 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of
NavPress Publishing Group.
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